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persuaded of the merits of this somewhat abused diagnostic
technique.
That the authors have been able to accomplish this mammoth task

including a useful bibliography inside 300 pages is a remarkable
compliment to their selective judgement as well as to the admirable
brevity and readability of their literary style. This further edition of
an authoritative, compact and readable book will prove even more
successful than its predecessors and well merits its obligatory place
in every general medical as well as neurological and psychiatric
library.

G. STERN
University College Hospital,

London WC1

A Colour Atlas of Gynaecological Surgery. Volume 5. Infertility
Surgery
By DAVID H. LEES and ALBERT SINGER. Pp. 200, illustrated.
Wolfe Medical Publications, London, 1981. £28.00.

This volume in the 6-volume series on Gynaecological Surgery deals
with the operative management of infertility. Although it is mainly
devoted to surgical operations and techniques, it includes useful
chapters on diagnosis and management; techniques for investiga-
tions and diagnosis of utero-tubal disease; psychological factors in
infertility surgery, in vitro fertilization and embryo transfer; and
artificial insemination.
The general overview of causes of infertility provided in the first

chapter is fairly comprehensive, with the exception ofthe post-coital
test and cervical mucus sperm hostility, about which the authors are
rather too dismissive. The one page chapter on psychological factors
in infertility surgery provides a sensible checklist ofthe prerequisites
which should be satisfied before embarking on such surgery.
However, it does not sufficiently emphasize the importance of
explaining the success rate of the proposed procedure to the patient
and her partner, in order to enable her to come to a well-informed
decision about the operation.
The major part of the book is devoted to providing detailed step-

by-step descriptions of the various infertility operations, including a
chapter on micro-surgical techniques. All these descriptions are
based on serial colour photographs, with superimposed arrows and
reference markers, of actual operations, which were such a successful
feature of the earlier volumes.

This volume, as its predecessors, will be extremely useful for
training gynaecologists and deserves a place on the reference shelves
of Departmental Libraries or Postgraduate Medical Centres.

P. CURZEN
Westminster Medical School,

London SWI

Doctors and Management Skills
By FRADA ESKIN. Pp 78. MCB Publications, Bradford, 1981.
£6.95.

Since 1974 clinicians have been formally involved in NHS manage-
ment and from April 1982 they have been even more involved.
Whereas NHS authorities and organizations such as the King's
Fund have tried, successfully in my view, to assist clinicians fulfill
their management roles by, for example, running courses, no one as
far as I am aware has written a text on management specifically for
them.
Dr Frada Eskin, who is Director of the Unit for Continuing

Education at the University of Manchester, Department ofCommu-
nity Medicine and who in this capacity has been active in organizing
management courses for clinicians has now provided such a text.

The stated objective of this book is to identify for the NHS clinician
the knowledge and skills relevant to him (sic) in his management
role, but this implies a breadth of compass which it does not, in fact,
fulfill.

It is simply a text on what the Harvard Business School would call
'Organizational Issues', dealing in its span of 70 pages and 8
substantive chapters with such subjects as teamwork, planning,
leadership, group behaviour and the very practical issue of
'Managing Meetings Effectively'.

It is clearly impossible in such a short book to give other than an
outline of what is a large subject with an extensive bibliography and
for the interested clinician who wishes to pursue it in more depth the
references are hardly adequate. However I consider that Dr Eskin
has done clinicians a useful service in providing this introductory
text. It requires, however, to be accompanied by other similar
volumes on other aspects of management to form a comprehensive
series for clinicians. If the publishers are not already working on the
other volumes, I hope they will take the hint. I can recommend this
book to all clinicians whether they plan to become DMT members,
DHA members or simply to fight for the survival of their own
services even though the relatively high price of £6.95 will make
them think twice about doing so.

P. C. WALKER
N.E. Thames RHA,

London W2

EEG Technology
By R. COOPER, J. W. OSSELTON and J. C. SHAW. 3rd edn.
Butterworths, London, Boston, 1981. £16.00.

This is the third edition of a text which has become the standard
indoctrination for workers in the field since the first edition in 1969.
Several chapters, particularly relating to electronic technology,
evoked potentials and data analysis techniques, have been exten-
sively re-written as indeed was necessary. Primarily addressed to
technicians, the contents must be the stock in trade of all who work
in clinical neurophysiology. The text is relatively short and precise,
there are no frills and little speculation, and the selection of material
germane to the task it sets itself and admirably meets.

If there is a criticism, and one wishes in no way to detract from the
broad common sense of this volume, then it is that it appears as a
follower rather than as a leader in the field. The authors themselves
have made notable contributions to the subject and present the state-
of-the-art conventional wisdom. As they remark, the introduction of
new techniques, CAT scanning in particular, isotope imaging and
NMR to come, have none the less left the unique contribution of
electrophysiology still in demand. The time is ripe for reappraisal of
the role of clinical neurophysiology. EEG departments are by and
large relatively dull and unenterprising in their forward look. The
leaders of the future, both technicians and clinicians, cut their teeth
on this book-what better audience could there be for a little
provocative and imaginative prodding on the application of new
technology to old and new diagnostic problems? The evoked
potential is making an impact, the evaluation of central control and
feedback systems ready to go. The whole field has more exciting
potential than we have yet seen. Perhaps the authors might pick upthe challenge?

B. B. MACGILLIVRAY
Royal Free Hospital,

London NW3

The Global Eradication of Smallpox. Final Report of the Global
Commission for the Certification of Smallpox Eradication
History of International Public Health, no. 4. Pp. 122, illustrated.
World Health Organisation, Geneva, 1980. Sw.fr. 11.00.

In 1966 the World Health Assembly started an intensification of the

copyright.
 on M

ay 17, 2023 by guest. P
rotected by

http://pm
j.bm

j.com
/

P
ostgrad M

ed J: first published as 10.1136/pgm
j.58.685.734-a on 1 N

ovem
ber 1982. D

ow
nloaded from

 

http://pmj.bmj.com/

