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Books received

Familial Hyperbilirubunemia. Edited by L. OKOLICSANYI.
Proceedings of the Workshop on Familial Disorders of
Hepatic Bilirubin Metabolism - Venice, May 1980. Pp.
xvii + 263, illustrated. John Wiley, Chichester, New York,
Brisbane and Toronto, 1980. £15.50.

Immunosuppressive Therapy. Edited by J. R. SALAMAN.
Current Status of Modern Therapy vol. 7. Pp. xi + 257,
illustrated. MTP Press, Lancaster, 1981. £16.95.

Introduction to Physiology. Vol. 5. Control of Reproduction.
By HUGH DAVSON and M. B. SEGAL. Pp. ix + 602, illus-
trated. Academic Press, London, Toronto and Sydney;
Grune and Stratton, New York and San Francisco, 1980.
£19.20.

Perspectives on Epilepsy. 1980/81. Compiled by the British
Epilepsy Association. Edited by SHELAGH MCGOVERN.
Pp. v + 107, illustrated. British Epilepsy Association,
Wokingham, 1980. £2.50 + 50p postage (non-members);
£1.50 + 50p postage (members).

Book reviews

Community Paediatrics
By ELSIE D. MAY. Pp. 186, illustrated. MTP Press,
Lancaster, 1980, £7.95.

The value of a comprehensive approach to the health and
development of children from birth to adulthood is now
accepted, and there is a need for a book on Community
Paediatrics. A number of surveys, the most important of
which is the longitudinal study of the National Children's
Bureau, have shown that the health and development of
children who are disadvantaged at birth continues to be
adversely affected throughout their childhood and adoles-
cence. There are a number of social indicators of social
deprivation including poverty, poor housing, single parent
families and unemployment. The child health services have an
important role not only in the provision of care for sick
children but also in the identification of children at risk of
developmental delay and in the prevention of childhood
handicap. This book aims to provide a comprehensive
approach to the health and development of children from
birth to adulthood suitable for use by professionals working
with children from birth through adolescence, as well as by
parents.
The book is planned in 8 chapters; the first provides a

review of the subject; the 6 subsequent chapters consider
age-related subjects and the last describes the child-care
services. The appendices contain further details about hearing
tests, developmental questionnaires and infectious diseases.
The format of this book is somewhat restrictive in that certain
chapters which are discussed in relation to one particular
age-group have relevance throughout childhood, e.g. a useful
account of accidents, injuries and poisons could with benefit
have been expanded to cover all age-groups including the
adolescents. Likewise the account of non-accidental injury
in young children could usefully have been expanded.
The subject has been extensively researched, as evidenced

by the large number of key references. The case histories used
to illustrate specific problems are described vividly, and in
several instances provide amusing vignettes which are illus-
trative of the author's considerable experience and wisdom
gained in working in the community child health services.

This book has much to commend it, but it is difficult to see

how it can be unreservedly recommended to the suggested
readership, which includes parents as well as professionals
working with children. The technical terminology and detail
will render comprehension difficult for the lay reader, but
there is perhaps too little detail to ensure that the book is
instructive to professional workers. There are always
difficulties in writing a technical book for a wide audience.

The Epilepsies. Modern Diagnosis and Treatment
By JOHN M. SUTHERLAND and MERVYN J. EADIE. 3rd edn.
Pp. x+ 156, illustrated. Churchill Livingstone, Edinburgh,
1980. £3.95.

The third edition of this short book has been awaited with
expectation, as in the last 6 years considerable advances in
the management of patients with epilepsy have occurred as a
result of the development of CT scanning of the brain and
greater use of anti-convulsant drug monitoring.
As before, this is an excellent book which can be highly

recommended to both neurologists in training and those
already trained, if such a category can be said to exist. Others
concerned with the management of patients with epilepsy
such as psychiatrists and pediatricians will also find it of great
value. As usual there may be personal differences in the way
patients are managed and, in particular, different anti-
convulsants are used, but this is an excellent text on which to
base one's approach.

Pharmacology in Clinical Practice
By RICHARD LANCASTER. Pp. 604, illustrated. William
Heinemann Medical Books, London, 1980. £25.00.

An increasing number of books on clinical or applied
pharmacology are appearing on the market, probably reflect-
ing the recent growth of interest in clinical pharmacology in
undergraduate and postgraduate teaching. It is inevitable,
therefore, that comparisons will be made with established
texts when examining a new book for the first time. This book
is an imaginative attempt to apply basic pharmacological
principles to contemporary therapeutic practice, giving many
references to original papers for further detailed information.
Unfortunately, it is deficient in several respects. There are
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