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become to the clinician that it has now become a routine
request'. Sodium too, has become a 'routine request' - so
'routine' that it is often of no conceivable clinical use to the
patient on whom it is requested. Many references were made
in the symposium to the financial restrictions, so familiar to
us, which are now being felt by our American colleagues.
The only rational hope of ameliorating the effect of such
restrictions is for clinicians and pathologists to work as a team
to assess which tests really give useful additional information.
This requires frequent, friendly but forthright personal
interchange of ideas. The computerized test-ordering and
result-retrieving system, rejoicing in the acronym DIVOTS
(Data Input Voice Output Telephone System) may, as is
pointed out in one of the papers, contribute in some ways
to quality control but may well further widen the ideas com-
munication gap.

Like the curate's egg, and like most symposia, this book is
good in parts. It is difficult accurately to define its audience,
but clinical laboratory workers might dip into it with profit.

Statistics in Small Doses (2nd edn).
By W. M. CASTLE. Pp. 220+viii, illustrated, soft cover.
Churchill Livingstone, Edinburgh, 1977. £3.00.

This is a programmed text which could be subtitled 'Every-
thing you wanted to know about statistics, but were afraid
to ask'. Do not be put off by 'programmed' if you have
never used this style of learning before, as it very clearly and
painlessly takes you through the basic statistical concepts and
procedures.
Dr Castle has designed this book for a medically orientated

audience, but enough examples of centipedes and mini-
skirts are used to interest anyone. This book is strongly
recommended, not only for those who lack and need a basic
understanding of statistics, but also for those whose use of
statistical procedures has become mechanical with a blurring
of the fundamental concepts and ground rules. She has
written an enjoyable book in an area where too often the
texts are more sadistic than statistical.
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