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Professor Sir Charles Stuart-Harris

Charles Stuart-Harris received his medical education
at St Bartholomew's Hospital Medical College and
graduated M.B. B.S. of the University of London in
1931. He held his residency posts at Bart's and
subsequently there followed a series of appoint-
ments which were to equip him for a lifetime in the
practice of medicine, medical research, and medical
education at the undergraduate and postgraduate
level. These included his tenure of the Sir Henry
Royce Research Fellowship of the University of
London from 1935 to 1937, working at the National
Institute for Medical Research at Hampstead,
London, and later the Rockefeller Institute in
New York. In 1938 he became Foulerton Research
Fellow of the Royal Society. Posts of this nature
highlighted his qualities and provided the basis for
his experience in the clinic and the laboratory, and
on the outbreak of war it was as a pathologist that
he served in the Army. His war service took him
from England through France, North Africa, Italy,
India and Malaya from 1939 to 1945. He had
already commenced work on influenza in England
and America and his war service extended his
involvement in the virus and rickettsial diseases.
On returning to civilian life he and his wife

Marjorie moved to Sheffield in 1946 on his appoint-
ment as Professor of Medicine at the University of
Sheffield and Honorary Consultant to the United
Sheffield Hospitals and the Northern General
Hospital. In addition to his work on the wards he
organized his laboratories to continue his research
on influenza on which he kept up a steady flow of
publications during the war years. In 1944 he gave
the Goulstonian Lecture to the Royal College of
Physicians on influenza epidemics and the viruses
that cause them.
He held his Chair from 1946 until 1972, fostering

not only fruitful research collaboration but also
stimulating a series of assistants, fellows and visitors
in his department. Many now hold senior appoint-
ments in this country and abroad. Although in-
fluenza was the main topic for study other aspects
of virus and bacterial infection especially in relation
to chest diseases were studied. His involvement in

research, wide interest in infection, and his seemingly
boundless energy made him a constant target for
further demands to many of which he responded.
From 1957 to 1961 he was a member of the

Medical Research Council and the Clinical Research
Board. He was also a member of the Public Health
Laboratory Services Board until 1963. He was
responsible as Chairman for several M.R.C.
Committees including the former Poliomyelitis
Vaccines Committee and the Committee on the
Aetiology of Chronic Bronchitis. In 1951 he became
Chairman of the M.R.C. Committee on Influenza
and other Respiratory Virus Vaccines and since
1968 he has been Chairman of the Joint Committee
on Vaccination and Immunisation of the Central
Health Services Councils of the D.H.S.S. and
S.H.H.D. From 1968 to 1970 he was Academic
Dean of the Faculty of Medicine, University of
Sheffield. He served on the University Grants
Committee from 1968 until 1977 and was Chairman
of its Medical Sub-Committee from 1973 until 1977.

Charles Stuart-Harris retired 2 or 3 years early
from his Chair remarkably enough but clearly
without any intention of moving away from medical
matters. In 1972 on leaving the Chair of Medicine
he became Postgraduate Dean at the Sheffield
University Medical School and Regional Post-
graduate Dean to the Sheffield (now Trent) Regional
Health Authority, positions which he held until
1977. He is now Emeritus Professor of the University
of Sheffield. During this remarkable career he was
honoured with the C.B.E. in 1961 and Knight
Bachelor in 1970.
He has published and continues to publish a

remarkable output of scientific papers, his most
recent interests being on immunity to influenza and
trials of influenza virus vaccines. This is combined
with the co-authorship of five books that include
Bedson's Virus and Rickettsial Diseases and most
recently in 1976 with Dr Geoffrey C. Schild In-
fluenza - the Viruses and the Disease. As well as the
Goulstonian (1944) and Croonian (1962) Lecture-
ships he delivered the Harveian Oration to the
Royal College of Physicians in 1974.
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72 Foreword

It was against this background of outstanding
achievement when Charles Stuart-Harris finished
his term as Postgraduate Dean that his colleagues
on the Postgraduate Committee of the Trent
Regional Health Authority considered how best to
acknowledge his many contributions. Accordingly
on 3rd May 1978 a Symposium entitled 'The
Advance of Virology' was held in the main Lecture
Theatre of the new Medical School at Sheffield
University, sponsored by the Trent R.H.A. and the

University. It was of the nature of a Festschrift
in that all those invited to speak had been members
or visiting fellows in the laboratories of the Depart-
ment of Medicine during Sir Charles's leadership.
It was therefore a unique occasion preceding as it
did by a few days a ceremony to celebrate the 150th
Anniversary of the Sheffield Medical School at
which Charles Stuart-Harris received the honorary
degree of Doctor of Science.

W. A. J. CRANE
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