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Discussion

DR R. GREENBERG: There is one set of virus illnesses
to which I should like to draw your attention - you may
deliberately have left them out - but of course chickenpox
and similar illnesses quite commonly produce symptoms,
particularly in children, which if they appeared in
adults would be regarded as a schizophrenic syndrome.
Many children with chickenpox have visual hallucin-
ations, they have Lilliputianism - in other words, they
see other people or themselves as small - and so on.
DR T. J. CROW: I am sure you are right.
DR GREENBERG: And of course in adults they can be of

great severity. There was the famous case of the bank
manager, well reported in the BMJ, who had a continuing
psychotic illness after chickenpox. He got it in his
thirties. Psychiatric changes in brucellosis are also very
striking.

DR CROW: But in general it is true that they are not
well or systematically recorded or much featured in the
text books, although they should be. It seems to me that
the question of psychiatric symptoms in infectious
diseases has been neglected.
DR GREENBERG: People do not pay attention to

infectious diseases any more!
DR M. J. DILLON (London): Just on this subject of

psychiatric symptoms in illnesses which are perhaps not
psychiatric, it is very well known that in cerebral lupus
(an immunological disease with circulating immune
complexes) a psychiatric presentation is well documented
with psychotic features which might go on for a very long
time even years, before the actual diagnosis isestablished.
I think this parallel, in terms of possible viral infections
causing immunological disturbances in the particular
disease we are discussing today has some significance.
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