
740 A. P. Ball

Hope Pool et al. (1961) suggested that the disease
should be considered in patients with a relapsing
illness associated with muscular weakness and
emotional disturbance. This description covers a
wide range of possibilities, factual, functional or
fictional. Although the cases of disease due to
ECHO 19 in the community might be broadly
described by this description, the fully dveloped
diseases only must be compared, and on this basis
the disease epidemic in the North-East in 1974 and
in the West Midlands in 1975 was not 'epidemic
neuromyasthenia'.
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Discussion

CHAIRMAN: Dr Ball has made the comparison between
echovirus meningitis and "Royal Free disease" very
well. I was particularly impressed by the factor of
myalgia.
DR A. T. RODEN (London): I should like to ask Dr Ball

one short question on one of his slides which puzzled me.
It showed a comparison of the clinical features of echo-
virus type 19 infection and 'epidemic neuromyasthenia'.
If my memory is right, it showed against 'fever' 53°%
under echovirus and a somewhat higher percentage

under 'epidemic neuromyasthenia'. I wondered if he
regarded this as a usual feature in echovirus infection,
because my impression was that the ratio should be
reversed in these two conditions.
DR A. P. BALL: Our patients were, of course not

admitted precisely at the onset of their illness. Fever is a
common feature of enterovirus illnesses. By the time
patients come into hospital, they may have had their
major illness type of features for two or three days and
are frequently afebrile, as was the case in our study.
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