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have dominated the scene; therefore, it is fitting that a
commemorative volume should be assembled on his seventy-
fifth birthday. Even more fitting that he should help edit it
and that his associate should be Professor Andrew Wilkinson
who, as is now not as well remembered as it might be, was
the first to pick up Cuthbertson's initiative shortly after
World War II.
As an overview the volume is almost wholly admirable.

Each section is dealt with by a world expert. The only
omission is a good account of the hormonal changes in and
after injury and there is less on electrolyte changes than might
have been desirable. However, whether these matters are
included turns on the definition of the metabolic response to
injury and most of the interest in the last few years has
centred on substrate utilization.

This is a book primarily for the interested expert. It lays
the basis of therapy but does not discuss it in detail. However,
there are interesting sidelights on fever, on hypermetabolism
and on much which will be of interest to many outside
surgery. No clinical metabolist can afford to be without it.

Nursing Procedures for Skin Diseases
By EILEEN HUCKBODY. Pp. 135, illustrated, soft cover.
Churchill Livingstone, Edinburgh, 1977.

This is an attractive loose-leaf comprehensive book written
by the Matron of St John's Hospital for Diseases of the Skin,
London, and gives sensible information and practical
instruction for nurses who are looking after patients suffering
from skin disease. What to do for cardiac arrest is even
included. A book for Sister's desk in the Dermatological
Out-Patients and Wards.

Pathogenesis of Infectious Disease
By CEDRIC A. MIMs. Pp. x+246, illustrated, hard cover.
Academic Press Inc., London, 1976. £6.80, $14.75.

Professor Mims has written a very timely and interesting
account of the relationship between microorganism and host.
The remarkable upsurge of research on the fundamental
properties of microorganisms and the corresponding
expansion in the field of immunology have combined to
unravel some of the mysteries of infectious disease but in
doing so have revealed the complexities of the problems still
to be solved.

Professor Mims must be commended for collating this
vast amount of information in a most readable and stimulat-
ing book. Unfortunately his efforts have been slightly
marred by an excessive number of typographical errors and a
few statements of fact which may be disputed. Are Koplik's
spots really small ulcers in the mouth? Is whooping cough a
systemic infection and does the organism persist in the
nasopharynx for many months? Surely not. Moreover alum-
precipitated diphtheria toxoid and not pertussis vaccine was
shown to be mainly responsible for provoking paralysis in
poliomyelitis. It is confusing to list Trypanosoma brucei
without qualification as the cause of sleeping sickness in
man and misleading to state that latent Plasmodium vivax can
cause an attack of malaria many years after returning from
the tropics. While I would accept Professor Mims' opinion
that 'there are superb opportunities for mucosal spread
during venery' it is no longer accurate to state that 'micro-
organisms rarely occur in semen'. In man, semen has been
shown to harbour cytomegalovirus, Herpesvirus hominis
type II and hepatitis B antigen; in cattle, Brucella abortus; in
horses and mules, Trypanosoma equiperdum. In the table
listing the pandemic strains of influenza virus the 1918-19
strain has been designated Ao. Since influenza virus was first
isolated in 1953 it would, perhaps, be more accurate to
restrict this designation to influenza A viruses circulating
between 1933 and 1946. Despite some minor criticisms I can

thoroughly recommend this monograph to anyone interested
in this fascinating subject.
There is a useful addendum summarizing current know-

ledge on vaccines and a helpful glossary defining some of the
terms used in the text. The index is comprehensive.

Pathology of Peripheral Nerves
By R. 0. WELLER AND J. CERV6S-NAVARRO. Pp. vii+225,
illustrated, hard cover. The Butterworth Group, London.

The most important aspects of the pathology of peripheral
nerves have been covered comprehensively in this 225-page
volume. The modern approach is emphasized by attention to
modern concepts, methods, and recent developments,
backed by experience in both experimental and diagnostic
pathology, while evaluating methods critically.
The book offers an historical review, techniques of biopsy

and histological preparation, descriptions of normal and
pathological peripheral nerves, and of peripheral nerve
diseases. The last chapter deals with tumours of the peri-
pheral nervous system. In the appendix there is a guide to the
examination of peripheral nerve biopsies, a summary of the
pathology and a synopsis of the major groups of peripheral
neuropathies.

This volume will be invaluable as a compact source of
reference. It provides, for pathologists, techniques of fixation
and handling of biopsy specimens ensuring proper orientation
and optimum quality. Epoxy resin embedding is favoured for
biopsy material and perfused animal tissue. Histochemical
techniques are documented briefly and competently. The
clinical features of peripheral nerve disease are examined and
classified; electrophysiological techniques and their inter-
pretation are discussed.
The subject matter is presented with clarity of style;

definitions are clear and facts are well delineated. The suc-
cinct writing makes the subject interesting and the facts
assimilable. Typographical detail, photographs and diagrams
are good. The book is recommended for pathologists, post-
graduate students, neurologists and those in related discip-
lines for whom it will be of great value as a practical guide.

Pathology of Tumours of the Nervous System
By DOROTHY S. RUSSELL AND LUCIEN J. RUBINSTEIN. Pp.
448, illustrated, hard cover. Edward Arnold, London, 1977.
£25.00.

The third edition was published in 1971 having 429 pages
and 339 illustrations. This new edition has 448 pages and
331 illustrations. Aspects of tissue culture are now incor-
porated, in shortened form, in the relevant parts of the book
rather than being in one chapter, by the late Charles Lums-
den, at the end of the book. Of some fifty new illustrations
about half are electron micrographs. The text has been
thoroughly revised, in the light of the authors' experience
and of published work, in particular in relation to the
experimental production of tumours of the nervous system
with alkylating agents and oncogenic viruses, to the involve-
ment of the CNS in leukaemia and lymphoma and to the
endocrinological aspects of pituitary adenomas. The sections
on medulloepithelioma, cerebral medulloblastoma and the
tumours of the pineal parenchyma are improved, as the
result of increased experience of these rare tumours. The
nosological status of the angioblastic meningioma and its
relationship to the haemangiopericytoma are fully discussed.
The further contributions made by electron microscopy to the
understanding of the cellular composition in particular of
the capillary haemangioblastoma, the ependymoma, the
medulloblastoma, the ganglioglioma and the retinoblastoma
are noted. This edition continues to be written for practising
pathologists, postgraduate students, neurologists and neuro-
surgeons. Those who were brought up on the old editions
will find much that is new in the fourth. Those to whom the
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