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Current Surgical Practice. Volume 1
Edited by JOHN HADFIELD and MICHAEL HOBSLEY. Pp.
xii+268, hard or soft cover, illustrated. London: Edward
Arnold, 1976. £14.00 hard-back, £6.95 paper-back.

An important feature of the training programme of the Royal
College of Surgeons of England is its regular courses of even-
ing lectures, which are designed primarily for candidates
studying for its Fellowship examination. The subjects of
these lectures are chosen because they represent areas of
rapid change-either in practical management, in basic
knowledge, or even in our philosophical attitude. Moreover,
the lecturers are selected with equal care, on the basis both
of their ability to teach and their authoritative position in the
particular subject. It has always seemed a pity that the
audience for this happy marriage between subject and lecturer
should be confined to the physical limits of the lecture
theatre in Lincoln's Inn Fields, and Council therefore
approached the two editors with a view to producing a
selection of lectures collected together in book form. The
first volume of this proposed series is an undoubted success.
There are eighteen widely differing chapters (including one on
postgraduate education and the Final Fellowship) with par-
ticular emphasis on current practice. Many of the contribu-
tors are present or past members of the Court of Examiners
of the College. The book is a mine of information and will be
of value not only to those studying for their higher degrees
but also to trained surgeons who wish to consult authorita-
tive articles on the advancing edge of surgery.

Surgical Diagnosis
By GORGE QVIST. Pp. viii+699, illustrated, hard cover.
London: H. K. Lewis, 1977. £15.00.

Much of surgical diagnosis is rather like dermatology-a
matter of recall of sights, feels and even smells of things en-
countered previously. There is therefore no substitute for
long hours spent in the out-patients and the wards; the labora-
tories of clinical training. However, reinforcement is a proved
physiological aid to learning and this is achieved by consult-
ing lavishly illustrated books on physical signs. We should
be proud in this country, where bedside teaching has so
long been stressed in our medical schools, that we probably
lead the world in the publication of such textbooks, and to
those already available we can now welcome this new
volume. George Qvist, for many years before his retirement
from the staff of the Royal Free Hospital, enjoyed a well
deserved reputation as a clinical teacher. He now presents an
extensive collection of well reproduced black and white
photographs of patients and specimens together with X-rays
and clear line diagrams which illustrate orthopaedics,
trauma and chest conditions as well as the full range of
general surgery. The illustrations are reinforced with a brief
but well written text together with clinical and pathological
classifications and line diagrams of relevant surgical anatomy.

This is a book which can be warmly recommended to
clinical students and to candidates working for their higher
surgical degrees. It would also be read through with pleasure
by practitioners without examinations in mind who will en-
joy pitting their diagnostic skill against the formidable ex-
perience of Mr George Qvist.
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