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Books received

Aids to the Examination of the Peripheral Nervous System
(Medical Research Council Memorandum No. 45). Pp. 61,
illustrated, soft cover. Her Majesty's Stationery Office,
London, 1976. 80p.

British Journal of Clinical Pharmacology Vol. 3 (3) Proceed-
ings of a Symposium on the Assessment of Drugs in Schizo-
phrenia. Edited by GERALD R. DANIEL and MALCOLM H.
LADER. Pp. 421, soft cover. Macmillan Journals Ltd,
London, 1976.

CHCs in Action-a Review. By JACK HALLAS. Pp. 83 + viii,
soft cover. The Nuffield Provincial Hospitals Trust,
London, 1976. 80p.

A Colour Atlas of Physical Signs in General Medicine (Wolfe
Medical Atlases-16). By M. SATOUROFF. Pp. 464, illu-
strated. Wolfe Publishing Ltd, London, 1976. £18.00.

An Introduction to Mechanisms in Pharmacology and Thera-
peutics. By HOWARD ROGERS and Roy SPECTOR, with
contributions by JOHN TROUNCE. Pp. 411, illustrated, hard

cover. William Heinemann Medical Books Ltd, London,
1976. £7.50.

Nurses and Health Care. Collected papers from the second
King's Fund Transatlantic Seminar of Nurses. Edited by
ELIZABETH LUCAS, with foreword by G. A. PHALP. Pp. 112,
soft cover. King Edward's Hospital Fund for London,
London, 1976. £5.00.

Practice-a Handbook of Primary Medical Care Instalment I,
Edited by J. CORMACK, M. MARINKER and D. MORRELL.
Kluwer-Harrap Handbooks, London, 1976.

Systemic Pathology (2nd Edition). Volume 1. Cardiovascular
System. Respiratory System. By Thirty-Eight Authors.
Pp. 428 + 1.56, illustrated, hard cover. Churchill Living-
stone, Edinburgh, 1976. £19.50.

Textbook of Paediatric Nutrition. Edited by DONALD S.
McLAREN and DAVID BURMAN. Pp. 416, hard cover,
illustrated. Churchill Livingstone, Edinburgh, 1976.
£15.00.

Book reviews
Advanced Medicine-Topics in Therapeutics: 1

Edited by A. M. BRECKENRIDGE. Pp. x + 258, soft cover,
illustrated. Tunbridge Wells, Kent: Pitman Medical, 1975.
£6.50.

For many years the Royal College of Physicians has organized
very successful annual refresher courses for consultant
physicians in the form of Advanced Medicine symposia, the
proceedings of which have been published as a series by
Pitman Medical. These symposia have covered all aspects of
clinical medicine, including treatment. However, with the
enormous increase in complexity of therapeutics and the
growth of clinical pharmacology as a distinct discipline, it was
decided to initiate a separate series under the general title
Advanced Medicine-Topics in Therapeutics. The Pro-
ceedings of the first symposium held in November 1974, ably
edited by Professor Breckenridge, have now appeared, and
augur well for future volumes of the series. General topics
such as problems of poisoning and drug overdosage, medical
education and the drug explosion, and problems of changing
therapeutic practice are discussed by authorities in their
several fields.

Specific problems of psychotropic drugs formed the subject
of another session, and of particular interest was a group of
papers dealing with recent problems arising from old and
familiar drugs such as digoxin, aspirin, phenytoin and
warfarin.

It is hoped that this series will prove as popular and success-
ful as its older Advanced Medicine companion series. If so,
the collected published proceedings, in particular, will prove
an invaluable guide to good therapeutic practice and a
fascinating documentation of developments and changes in
drug treatment over the years.

Adverse Reactions to Drugs
By 0. L. WADE and LINDA BEELEY. 2nd Edn, Soft Cover.
London: William Heinemann, 1976. £3.20.

The first edition of Professor Wade's monograph on drug
adverse reactions has become a classic since its publication 6
years ago, and its updated successor is, indeed, welcome. The
format of the book is similar to that of the first edition, with

a first section of chapters devoted to an account of adverse
reactions met by doctors and dentists, and factors which pre-
dispose to them, drugs in pregnancy, the neonate and lacta-
tion, and the problems that such reactions present to the
pharmaceutical industry and to Government agencies in
their documentation and prevention.
The second part of the book consists of tables of adverse

drug reactions and interactions in a readily usable form,
together with some references to which readers may refer for
more detailed information.

This book should be obligatory reading for clinical under-
graduates, and be easily available for all medical practi-
tioners.

Children's Orthopaedics-Practical Problems
By N. J. BLOCKLEY. Pp. x + 141, hard cover. London:
Butterworths, 1976. £4.50.

This collection of essays offers practical guidance on the
management of certain orthopaedic problems including
particularly those encountered in the treatment of osteo-
myelitis and in congenital dislocation of the hip. The author's
studies in acute osteomyelitis earned him the Robert Jones
Medal and Prize in 1971. Much of his evidence and his
conclusions has already appeared in the Journal of Bone and
Joint Surgery. His experience with 151 patients is here set out
concisely and his arguments are advanced on the initial
choice and duration of antibiotic treatment, on the limited
role of surgery, and on the care of those in whom treatment
has apparently not fully succeeded. The message is practical
yet provocative, of value to those both with and without
experience of this disappearing disease.
The magnificent essay on congenital dislocation of the hip

is again based on an extensive personal experience of 191 hips
followed-up for 8-18 years. It encompasses all the problems
and paradoxes of this fascinating subject. A programme of
treatment is put forward based on manipulative or open
reduction and routine 900 derotation osteotomy of the femur.
The results are given. The dilemma arising from the few
failures of acetabular growth is acknowledged but the
author has found no place for pelvic osteotomy or acetabulo-
plasty in this series.
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