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Adverse Reactions to Drugs. By 0. L. WADE and LINDA
BEELEY. Second edn, soft cover. William Heinemann,
London, 1976. £3.20.

100 Case Histories for the MRCP. By D. J. SPALTON, PETER
S. SEVER and PETER DORRINGTON WARD. Pp. 200, soft
cover. Churchill Livingstone, Edinburgh, 1976. £1.95.

Clinical Examinaiion. Edited by JOHN MACLEOD. Fourth
edn, soft cover, illustrated, Churchill Livingstone, Edin-
burgh, 1976. £4.95.

Combined Textbook of Obstetrics and Gynaecology. Ninth
edition. Edited by JAMES WALKER, IAN MACGILLIVRAY and
MALCOLM C. MACNAUGHTON. Ninth edn, hard cover,
illustrated. Churchill Livingstone, Edinburgh, 1976. £28.00.

Dental Problems in Medical Practice. By RICHARD COOPER.

Pp. 248, soft cover, illustrated. William Heinemann,
London, 1976. £5.75.

Drug Treatment. Principles and Practice of Clinical Pharma-
cology and Therapeutics. Edited by GRAEME S. AVERY. Pp.
xi + 1048, hard cover. Churchill Livingstone, Edinburgh
and London, 1976, £16.00.

Immunopathology of the Eye, By A. H. S. RAHI and A.
GARNER. Pp. xii + 343, hard cover, illustrated. Blackwell
Scientific Publications, Oxford, 1976. £11.50.

Research and Clinical Studies in Headache. Vol. 4, Patho-
physiologic, Diagnostic and Therapeutic Aspects ofHeadache.
Volume editors :MARY E. GRANGER and G. POCH. Pp. 128,
hard cover, illustrated. S. Karger AG, Basel. DM 62;
US $24.00.

Book reviews

Colour Atlas of Oral Histopathology
By E. A. MARSLAND and R. M. BROWNE. Pp. 95, illustrated,
hard cover. HM + M Publishers, Aylesbury, Bucks, 1975.
£15.00.

This atlas is intended for use by both undergraduates and
postgraduates who are studying oral histopathology. The
authors suggest that it should encourage the most effective
use of available laboratory time, and that it may also be
helpful to new dental schools and hospitals that have not yet
had the opportunity to build up their own extensive collec-
tions of material. The photomicrographs in the atlas are also
available for purchase in the form of transparencies for use in
lectures or seminars.
The atlas has four main divisions, entitled The Tooth, The

Periodontium, The Jaws and The Oral and Vestibular
Mucosa, each of these main divisions being further sub-
divided to give a total of twelve sections or 'chapters'. The
number of pictures in the sections varies, from eight (on
periodontal ligament) to 141 (on mucous membrane). In
total, there are about 440 colour photomicrographs, all of
the same size (8 x 5 1 cm). Most pages have six, although the
number varies with the lay-out, and for each picture there is a
brief explanatory caption. Most of the illustrations show
sections stained with haematoxylin and eosin, although
sections stained by other methods are shown where special
stains are helpful.

In common with a number of similar atlases, each photo-
micrograph has a number composed of the 'chapter' number
followed by a sequence number in the chapter (e.g. 11.98),
whilst the captions are grouped together on the lower part of
the page. No doubt this layout facilitates the preparation of
editions in other languages, but it does not make for easy
reference between the picture and its caption, especially as
each caption does not start on a new line. It is also a pity that
the standardization of picture size and the tight layout of the
pictures means that the orientation of the tissue in the micro-
graph varies; for example, the free surface of the oral epi-
thelium may appear at the top of the picture or at the side.
However, these are small sacrifices, which can readily be
accepted in order to obtain such a large number of micro-
graphs at such a relatively low price. Also, it is a pleasure to
record that, with very few exceptions, the photomicrographs
are of high quality and the briefcaptions are clear and helpful.
The book is rounded off by a good index.

In summary, this is a large collection of well chosen
photomicrographs of excellent quality, accompanied by very
short but helpful captions. It should prove popular with both
undergraduate and postgraduate students in dentistry, whilst
their counterparts in medicine would also find much of
interest and value to them. The general pathologist, too,
would find this a useful source of illustrations of the wide
variety of diseases occurring in the mouth and jaws.

At Risk: an Account of the Work of the Battered Child Re-
search Department, N.S.P.C.C.

Pp. 246, soft cover. Routledge & Kegan Paul (Routledge
Direct Editions), Henley-on-Thames, 1976. £3.75.

In 1968 the N.S.P.C.C. set up a research unit 'to create an
informed body of opinion about the battered child syndrome
and to devise methods of treatment'. This book, written by a
team of psychologists and social workers, is a report of the
work of the research unit based on their study in great depth
of a selected group of twenty-five battering families treated
for periods of up to 3 years.

There can be no doubt that the aim to create an informed
body of opinion was successfully achieved although previous
reports by members of the research team on over 300 battered
children are a better record of the overall statistics on non-
accidental injury than this latest report.

Unfortunately, as the authors of this book frankly admit,
the technique of recording a large number of subjective
observations on a small number of families with inadequate
controls has not led to more than speculative conclusions
about the underlying causes or methods of treatment of child
abuse. Indeed it is disappointing to find that in spite of intense
supportive treatment of these families over long periods
almost 25% of the children received further moderate or
severe injuries and only 33°/ were making satisfactory and
sustained developmental progress.
The report is written in a style which reflects the nature of

the research and the professional disciplines of its authors and
here and there the professional jargon creeps in, as in 'making
quantified judgements about changes in client functioning'.
This makes it rather hard going for the medical reader who is
not familiar with 'soft' data and sociological concepts.

Nevertheless this book contains a mass of interesting and
valuable information about some families who injure their
children. Those who have to deal with these families can
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