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An Introduction to Electrocardiography
By JOHN HAMER. Pp. viii + 125, hard cover, illustrated.
Tunbridge Wells, Kent: Pitman Medical Publishing Co.
Ltd, 1975. £2.75.

This is a first rate book which succeeds admirably in its aims
in providing a basis for a training in electrocardiography for
the undergraduate, most hospital doctors, family doctors and
nurses. Its strengths are the balance it achieves between fact
and theory, and between what is of practical every-day
importance and what is not. There is a clear text and excellent
reproduction of E.C.G. tracings. Dr Hamer's book must rank
as a best buy amonst the large number of texts on basic
electrocardiography published in recent years.

Methods in Neurological Examination (Medicine in the
Tropics)
By T. P. DADA. Pp. xi + 227, soft cover, illustrated. Edin-
burgh: Churchill Livingstone, 1975. £3.75.

This is a very useful book, not only to practitioners in
developing countries for whom it is intended according to
the author. In it he has described the process by which neuro-
logical diagnosis is made, beginning with the history, con-
tinuing with the examination and referring to special in-
vestigations, with particular reference to their availability in
non-specialist units.

Whilst neurologists may well pick out points here and there
with which they disagree, there is no doubt that those for
whom it is intended and also their teachers will find it very
useful. I am sure that a second edition with some minor
changes will be even more useful when it appears in due
course.

Operating Theatre Technique
By RAYMOND J. BRIGDEN. Third edition. Pp. vi + 698,
illustrated. Edinburgh and London: Churchill Livingstone,
1974. £12.50.

This third edition of Mr Brigden's Operating Theatre
Technique is designed for all those associated with the
operating theatre. It will, of course, be of particular value to
theatre sisters and nurses and operating room technicians. It
is also a source-book for all those concerned with the planning
and equipment of operating theatres. As well as dealing with
the instrumentation towelling and outline of procedures in all
the major fields of surgery, there are also detailed chapters on
theatre lighting, suture material, anaesthetics and anaesthetic
equipment, plaster-of-Paris technique and the employment
of radio-active materials in the theatre. The volume is well
produced, profusely illustrated with excellent photographs
and drawings of equipment and provided with useful lists of
references. The author is to be congratulated on maintaining
the very high standard of this first class contribution.

Practical Surgical Management.
By A. M. C. MAcGREGOR. Second edition. Pp. ix + 150,
soft cover. Edinburgh: Churchill Livingstone, 1974. £1.50.

This is the second edition of this slim pocket book designed
for house surgeons. Chapters deal with pre-operative manage-
ment, organization of theatre lists, post-operative therapy,
fluid and electrolyte management, intensive care and admini-
stration. There are useful lists of normal blood and bio-
chemical values (not yet, unfortunately, in S.I. Units), of
laboratory tests and ofdrug dosages. It is written in note form
and there is a helpful index. The busy house surgeon will
certainly find much help between its covers.

Surgery in Infancy and Childhood
By WALLACE M. DENNISON. Pp. 618, illustrated. Edinburgh
and London: Churchill Livingstone, 1974. £5.00.

This well known text book now appears in its third and
extensively rewritten edition. The author is the senior surgeon
at the Royal Hospital for Sick Children, Glasgow, and has
collected twenty-nine other contributors from the staff of his
hospital and from the University of Glasgow. After pre-
liminary sections on general topics in paediatric surgery,
such as fluid replacement and pre- and post-operative care,
specific chapters deal with the whole range of surgical pro-
blems of infants. There are separate chapters on cancer and
radiotherapy in childhood and on bacteriology and the use
of antibiotics. The book is well written, copiously illustrated
and up-to-date. It is designed for students, junior house
staff and general practitioners, as well as being of interest to
nurses dealing with paediatric surgical nursing care. It can
be warmly recommended for this large audience.

Surgery of Violence
(Articles published in the British Medical Journal). Pp. 47,
soft cover, illustrated. London: British Medical Assoc-
iation, 1975. £1 (USA $3) including postage.

During the last 6 or 7 years the surgeons of Ulster, and in
particular those of the Royal Victoria Hospital, Belfast, have
been dealing with the consequences of a new phenomenon
in this country-urban guerrilla warfare. But, like Phoenix
rising from the flames, this has given the hospital personnel
the opportunity to advance the special skills required to deal
with the victims of major multiple injuries.

This slim paper-back is a re-publication of seven articles
which appeared in the British Medical Journal in early 1975.
The authors are the members of the staff of the Royal
Victoria Hospital and they deal, in a most expert manner,
with organization, intensive care, and then the specific
problems of injuries to the central nervous system, limbs,
the trunk and the ear. There is an introduction by that doyen
of surgery in Northern Ireland, Sir Ian Fraser, and there is a
helpful list of recent publications from the staff of the R.V.H.

This book is fascinating reading. It should be in every
casualty department and should be studied by every surgeon
in this country. It may be that tomorrow he will be dealing
with one of the situations described in its pages.

Techniques in Abdominal Surgery
By PHILIPPE DETRIE. Pp. 119 with 173 colour photographs.
London: Harvey Miller and Medcalf, 1973. £8.50.

In these heady days of the European Community, one is
delighted to see an excellent French text book made easily
accessible to readers in this country by an admirable trans-
lation into English. Dr Detrie and his skilled photographer,
Madame Talamon, have produced a fascinating colour atlas
which demonstrates thirty-two standard abdominal opera-
tions. Each photograph is provided with a short step-by-step
description. The author points out that text-book diagrams
of surgical procedures bear little resemblance to what is
found at the operating table and therefore he substitutes a
series of first class colour photographs which certainly add
realism with little, if any, loss of detail. There will, of course,
inevitably be differences between each surgeon's techniques
and, indeed, the translator cannot help appending here and
there his own comments-this, of course, is one of the
fascinations of surgery!

This is a volume that should be read by candidates for the
F.R.C.S.; it will help them considerably in their studies.
Registrars in training will also benefit from these clear illus-
trations and surgical teachers will be impressed by this novel
approach to surgical instruction.
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