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Books received

Practical Surgical Management. By A. M. C. MACGREGOR.
Pp. ix + 150. Soft Cover. Second edition. Edinburgh:
Churchill Livingstone, 1974. £1.50.

Lupus Erythematosus. A review of the current status of Discoid
and Systemic Lupus Erythematosus and their variants.
Edited by EDMUND L. DUBOIS. Pp. XV + 798, illustrated.
Second edition. Los Angeles: University of Southern
California Press, 1974. $36.00 + $2.50 shipping.

Research in Medical Care. In: British Medical Bulletin, 30,
No. 3. Edited by W. W. HOLLAND. Pp. 195-290. London1:
Medical Department, British Council, 1974. UK £2.25.
Other Countries £2.50.

The Treatment ofParaquat Poisoning: a Guide to [sic.] Doctors.
Pp. 13. Produced by ICI Plant Protection Limited, Fern-
herst, Haslemere, Surrey GU27 3JE, 1974. Free of charge.

Hypertension. Causes, Consequences and Management. By
GEORGE PICKERING. Pp. vii + 150, illustrated. Soft cover.
Second edition. Edinburgh: Churchill Livingstone, 1974.
£2.50.

Common Neuroses in General Practice. A Behavioural
Approach. By J. C. M. WILKINSON AND K. LATIF. Pp. xi +
153. Sof cover. Bristol: John Wright & Sons Ltd., 1974.
£2.95.

Heart Disease and Pregnancy. By PAUL SZEKELY AND
LINTON SNAITH. Pp. iX + 217, illustrated. Edinburgh:
Churchill Livingstone, 1974. £7.00.

Progress in Biochemical Pharmacology. Vol. 9. Drugs and thc
Kidney. Edited by K. DAVID G. EDWARDS. Pp. Xi + 274,
illustrated. Basel (Switzerland): S. Karger, 1974. £16.00.

The Physiology of the Joints. Volume 3. The Trunk and the
Vertebral Column. By I. A. KAPANDJI (transl. L. H.
Honore). Pp. 251, illustrated. Soft cover. Edinburgh:
Churchill Livingstone, 1974. £4.00.

Postgraduate Surgery Lectures 2. Edited by JOHN MCFAR-
LAND. Pp. ix + 122, illustrated. Soft cover. London:
Butterworths, 1974. £2.65.

Gross Pathology. A Colour Atlas. By R. C. CURRAN AND
E. L. JONES. Pp. 147, 762 full colour illustrations. Ayles-
bury, Bucks: HM T M Publishers Ltd, 1974. £8.75.

Lunig Function Tests. An Introduction. By B. H. BASS. Fourth
Edition. Pp. viii + 90, illustrated. London: H. K. Lewis
& Co. Ltd, 1974. £3.00.

Public Education about Cancer. UICC Technical Report Series
-Volume 11 . Pp. 73. Soft cover. International Union
Against Cancer (UICC) 3, rue du Conseil General, 1205
Geneva, Switzerland, 1974. Individual copies, free of
charge; bulk orders of five or more, SFr. 3 per copy.

Child Health in the Tropics. Edited by D. B. Jelliffe. Fourth
edition. Pp. vi + 170, illustrated. Soft cover. London:
Edward Arnold, 1974. £1.20.

Book reviews

Obstetric Therapeutics. Clinical Pharmacology and Therapeu-
tics in Obstetric Practice

Edited by D. F. HAWKINS. Pp. 594, illustrated. London:
Bailliere, Tindall, 1974. £8.50.

One problem facing doctors in the daily practice of obstetrics
is the difficulty in having access to up-to-date information on
those aspects of the subject which have changed with such
rapidity over the last two decades.
Dr Hawkins, as editor, has gathered together a body of

authors to deal with current obstetric therapeutics, commenc-
ing with an excellent account of the clinical pharmacology of
the human pregnant uterus and leading on to sections on the
action of drugs on the utero-placental circulation and the
developing fetus and on sex hormones in pregnancy.

Further capters deal with infections, toxaemia of preg-
nancy, placental insufficiency and fetal growth retardation
with further chapters on induction of labour and drugs used
for pain relief (including an excellent section on epidural
anaesthesia). Neontal therapeutics and contraception are also
discussed.
There is considerable variation in the depth with which the

subjects are dealt, but the book will be very valuable to
doctors studying for the MRCOG examination and will also
be read with advantage by established obstetricians.

Thyroid Disease and Muscle Dysfunction
By TAN RAMSAY. Pp. 179, illustrated. Londoni: William
Heinemann, 1974. £4.00.

Dr Ramsay is to be congratulated on this excellent book. It
covers a field which has been of great interest to general

physicians as well as those dealing particularly with thyroid
and nervous diseases. It is a complicated field and much
larger than one would think if one's interest is limited to a
particular problem like myopathy. Dr Ramsay's book is
essential in the elucidation of these rather complicated clinical
situations. The chapter on myopathy itself is a masterpiece,
and the unravelling of the frequent association between
myasthenia gravis and thyroid disease clear and lucid. The
rather unusual condition of periodic paralysis is handled in a
way that would enable anyone to recognize it and the muscu-
lar abnormalities of hypothyroidism complete the pertinent
and careful review of the subject.

It is well indexed and the major references are all there so
that this book does indeed fulfil a need. It is essential for any-
one dealing as a specialist with thyroid and nervous diseases
and it would be very good reading for any general phvsician.

Undesirable Drug Interactions
By SOLOMON GARB. Pp. 595, illustrated. Aylesbury, Bucks:
HM + M Publishers, 1974. £7.00.

Like the previous editions, this book consists almost entirely
of a list of references to publications, indexed under drug
name with a code to the type of interaction.

Since the 1971 edition, 500-odd references have been added,
possibly a majority from the 1960s and none from 1974, let
alone 1975. Hence the dating of this further edition is frankly
misleading. The subject is not showing the evidence of hyper-
inflation that the rate of production of editions suggests.*
Purchase of this one is not recommended if a previous edition
is available.
* There was one in 1973.
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