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Books received

A Pocket Atlas of Arrhythmias. By NEVILLE CONWAY. Pp.
160, illustrated. London: Wolfe Publishing. £1.50.

A New Look at Infectious Diseases. Ed. by MARTIN WARE.
Pp. vi + 187, illustrated. London: British Medical Journal.
£2.00; $6.00 (U.S.A.).

Cardiovascular Diseases in the Tropics. Ed. by M. S. R. HuTT
and Z. FEJFAR. Pp. X + 394, illustrated. London: British
Medical Journal. £4.25; $12.75 (U.S.A.).

New editions
Medical Physiology. Ed. by VERNON B. MOUNTCASTLE.

Thirteenth edition, Vols. 1 and 2. Pp. xv + 1807 + 44
(index), illustrated. London: Henry Kimpton, 1974.
St Louis: The C. V. Mosby Company, 1974. £14.00.

Surgery in Infancy and Childhood. By WALLACE M. DENNISON.
Pp. viii + 618, illustrated. Edinburgh: Churchill Living-
stone. £5.00.

Book reviews

Clinical Radiology of the Lymphomas
By HENRY NGAN and KEITH W. JAMES. Radiology in
Clinical Diagnosis Series. General Editor D. H. TRAPNELL.
Pp. 159, illustrated. 1973. £3.95.

This volume opens with a review of the lymphomas, both the
histological classification and the clinical presentation and
management. Although necessarily brief it is easy to read,
surprisingly comprehensive and well referenced. Then follows
a comprehensive chapter dealing with the indications, prac-
tical problems, technique and interpretation of lympho-
graphy. Following this are five chapters describing the radio-
logical changes of lymphomatous involvement in the chest;
bone; gastro-intestinal tract; spleen, liver and kidney; and
nervous system respectively.
Throughout I found the book pleasant to read, informative

and amply referenced. Clearly written by enthusiasts it was
rewarding to find that although dealing with celulloid pictures
the patient and the clinical problem were never forgotten. In
this context the restraint shown in the section on indications
for lymphography was commendable. There are ample
illustrations throughout to supplement the text which for
reproductions of X-rays are of a high standard.

In the preface the authors state, 'we hope ... those
involved with the care of lymphoma patients . . . will find
the book of interest and emerge with a clearer idea of the
contribution that diagnostic radiology makes to the manage-
ment of their patients'. I think their hopes will be fulfilled
and on this basis recommend it to both practising clinicians
and students of higher exams. However, many will turn back
when they see the price, £3.95 for a soft cover book of 160
pages is exorbitant. For this reason alone this book will not
achieve the circulation it deserves.

Clinical Cardiac Radiology
By K. JEFFERSON and S. REES. Pp. 314 + 377 illustrations.
London: Butterworths, 1973. £15.00.

There has long been a need for an authoritative basic text, of
reasonable size, on modern cardiac radiology, and this
beautifully produced and extensively illustrated book ad-
mirably satisfies the requirement. The reader is first taken
logically through the radiological anatomy of the cardio-
vascular system in the chest and the signs of chamber enlarge-
ment and great vessel abnormalities; through anatomy and
physiology of the lungs, their radiological appearances and
relevance to heart disease; and through a number of congeni-
tal and other conditions with associated heart disease. The
second part works systematically through acyanotic and
cyanotic shunts, the various forms of obstruction and re-
gurgitation, and myocardial and pericardial disease. The

illustrations are of uniformly good quality and the style, lay-
out and arrangement of the work are of great help both in
reading through and in consulting on specific points. The
bibliography appears to be carefully selected and up to date.

This book will inevitably become required reading for
radiologists and cardiologists in training and will also be a
stimulating refresher for many already practising who wish
to keep pace with developments in the subject. Individual
purchase at this price may be difficult but certainly it would
be of tremendous value in hospital and departmental
libraries and will be well used.

Drugs in Anaesthetic Practice
By F. G. WOOD-SMITH, M. D. VICKERS and H. C. STEWART.
Fourth edition. Pp. 622. London: Butterworths, 1974.
£6.50.

The first edition of this invaluable text-book appeared in
1972 and it is an index of its usefulness that it now appears
in a fourth edition.
Thc book begins with a brief but excellent survey of

general pharmacology; this is followed by a classified text
which covers all the drugs that anaesthetists are likely to
meet in everyday practice. There are few drugs that do not
fall into this group and this book is in fact a fairly compre-
hesive textbook of pharmacology. Each Chapter covers a
group of drugs and begins with a survey of the physiological
principles on which are based the pharmacological facts which
follow. These summaries are, as in previous editions, well
written and lead very naturally into a series of monographs
describing the drugs in the group. The references are carefully
chosen and appear after the description of each individual
drug. The theoretical treatment is thorough but there is
throughout an emphasis on practical application. Where
there is the slightest doubt about the safety of a drug, the
authors err on the side of caution. For example, they advo-
cate the use of Propanidid only when it is positively indicated
and they accept the possible teratogenic effects of Cyclizine,
however conflicting the evidence.
The increasing number of proprietary names is a problem

for all authors in pharmacology. In this edition, the authors
have with some degree of success solved this difficulty by
including proprietary names as cross-references in the Index
whilst each monograph is headed by the official name of the
drug.
The standard of production and proof-reading is high and

structural formulae are given for most of the drugs described.
This book can be recommended to all students and practi-
tioners of anaesthesia both as a standard text-book and a
useful work of reference.
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