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makes reading it an easy exercise. There is a general intro-
duction and a commentary on each section. The book covers
all age groups and most of the current conceptual models.
It has been a long time since this reviewer has read a book
which has actually been stimulating and educative, as is this
one. I found that some articles were of particular interest to
me which were read again and I should think that this would
be most people's experience, but all the chapters are of
interest. It is difficult not to be too eloquent in praise for
this book.

British Medical Bulletin,
Radiology in Renal Disease, Volume 28, Number 3,
September 1972, Edited by T. SHERWOOD, Medical Depart-
ment, The British Council, London. Pp. 72, illustrated.
1972. £2.25.

The format of the British Medical Bulletin enables it to
provide up-to-date reviews of topics of current interest at a
reasonable price. Those interested in renal diseases have been
well served recently with The Management of Renal Failure
(Volume 27, Number 2) in 1971, and now the present number
with papers covering a wide range of subjects.
The first paper deals with the renal toxicity of radiological

contrast media. There are two useful papers reviewing iso-

topic means of examining renal physiology and pathological
anatomy. The information to be obtained from the nephro-
gram phase of the IVP (or excretory urogram, as we should
be calling it) is discussed in detail. This is an area of import-
ance clinically and as an aid to our understanding of dis-
ordered renal physiology. There are two interesting papers
from the Hammersmith Hospital on bone disease in renal
failure, treated and untreated, although it was surprising to
find no mention of osteomalacia in either. Hodson reviews
the subject of obstructive nephropathy to which he has
contributed so much. The results obtained from a technique
that enables small intrarenal arteries to be visualized are
reviewed. One is left wondering here just what 'treatable
conditions' were being 'excluded' in patients with recurrent
urinary infections and normal IVP's.
There are other papers on diagnostic ultrasound, needle

nephrostomy, video cystography, medullary necrosis in
infancy, the renal circulation in canine haemorrhagic
hypotension, the renal tract in spina bifida and urinary
tract radiology in the tropics. The standard of radiograph
reproduction is more than adequate and the papers have
sound lists of references.

This number of the BMB like so many of its predecessors
can be thoroughly recommended.
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