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Books received
Postgraduate Surgery lectures 1. Edited by JOHN MCFAR-

LAND. Pp. 132, illustrated. London: Butterworths, 1973.
£2.50.

Pediatric Neurology Handbook. Edited by J. T. JABBOUR,
D. A. DUENAS, R. C. GILMARTIN Jr and N. I. GOTTLIEB.
Pp. 475, illustrated. London: Henry Kimpton, 1973. £4.50.

Notes on Eliciting and Recording Clinical Information. Edited
by THE DEPARTMENT OF PSYCHIATRY TEACHING COMMITTEE.
Pp. 25. London: Oxford University Press, 1973. £0.50.

Direct Ultrasonic Irradiation of the hypophysis. Edited by
M. ARSLAN and others. Pp. 188, illustrated. Padova and
London: Piccin Medical Books, 1973. £10.00.

To Live and to Die. By ROBERT H. WILLIAMS. Pp. 346,
illustrated. Berlin-Heidelberg-New York: Springer-Verlag,
1973. £6.11.

The Mammalian Fetus in vitro. By C. R. AUSTIN. Pp. 388,
illustrated. London: Chapman and Hall, 1973. £8.00.

Annual Review of Allergy 1972. Edited by CLAUDE ALBEE
FRAZIER. Pp. 328, illustrated. New York: Medical Examin-
ation Publishing, 1973.

Awakenings. By OLIVER SACKS. Pp.255, London: Duckworth,
1973. £3.25.

Recent Advances in Thrombosis. Edited by L. POLLER. Pp. 227,
illustrated. Edinburgh: Churchill Livingstone, 1973.
£5.50.

Thomson's Concise Medical Dictionary. By WILLIAM A. R.
THOMSON. Pp. 439. Edinburgh: Churchill Livingstone,
1973. £1.05.

International Aspects of Drug Evaluation and Usage. Edited
by A. J. JOUHAR and M. F. GRAYSON. Pp. 374, illustrated.
Edinburgh: Churchill Livingstone, 1973. £6.00.

Current Practice of Bilary Surgery. By GABRIEL A. KUNE,
M.B. Pp. 419, illustrated. Edinburgh: Churchill Livingstone,
1973. £8.00.

Medicine and Society. By HENRY MILLER. Pp. 87. London:
Oxford University Press, 1973. £0.80.

New Editions
The Human Body. Edited by JOHN CAIRNEY and J. CAIRNEY.
Second Edition. Pp. 289, illustrated. Christchurch, New
Zealand: Peryer, 1973. About £3.

About Epilepsy. By DONALD SCOTT. Second Edition. Pp. 189.
London: Duckworth, 1973. £3.45.

Surgery Annual. By PHILIP COOPER and LLOYD M. M. NYHUS.
Pp. 445, illustrated. Volume 4. New York: Appleton,
Century and Crofts, 1972. About £7.00.

Paediatric Allergy and Clinical Immunology as applied to
Atopic Disease. By CECIL COLLINS-WILLIAMS. Fourth
Edition. Pp. 161, illustrated. Edinburgh: Churchill
Livingstone, 1973. £4.00.

Clinical Examination. By JOHN MACLEOD. Third Edition.
Pp. 489, illustrated. Edinburgh: Churchill Livingstone,
1973. £4.00.

Book reviews
Clinical Pharmacology
By PAUL TURNER and ALAN RICHENS. Pp. 246, illustrated.
Edinburgh and London: Churchill Livingstone, 1973. £1.25.

This book, Professor Turner and Dr. Richens tell us, 'is an
introduction to clinical pharmacology based on an understand-
ing of general pharmacological principles'. The authors are
entirely successful in providing an eminently readable and
lucid account of the major groups of drugs in current use.
The size of the book and its aims mean that detailed dosage
schedules are not covered.

Whilst intended primarily for medical students it could be
read profitably and with enjoyment by practising clinicians,
one of its chief merits being that it is right up to date.

The Kidney
By JAN BROD. Pp. 740, illustrated. London: Butterworths,
1973. £28.00.

Professor Jan Brod is a distinguished nephrologist of inter-
national repute. Unhappily his book is not only unlikely to
prove the classic its publishers anticipate but is frankly not
very good.

Professor Brod's major field of interest, as befits a disciple
of Homer Smith, is the study of renal physiology in disease.
The book throughout adopts a physiological approach, in both
explaining the manifestations of kidney diseases and, less
successfully, in their classification. It certainly provides a
weighty repository of data and references to published work
on renal function in disease, much of it from Professor
Brod's own departments. As such it proves to be an exhaus-
tive review of renal pathophysiology.
The book's outstanding weakness is that, in spite of its

enormous size, it has very little to offer the clinician in his
everyday management of renal problems. He will find a
lengthy account of the disturbances of the nephrotic syn-
drome and their aetiology. He will search in vain for an
up-to-date and clear account of its management. He will
find a good deal more detailed information about ortho-
static proteinuria than about renal involvement in systemic
lupus erythematosus. He will be treated to a scholarly
account of hexamethonium and mersalyl but learn little

about frusemide or other adrenergic blockers. In toto this
book in no way reflects the current nephrological scene and
regretfully, cannot be recommended for any but the most
affluent libraries.

Clinical Aspects of Dementia
By JOHN PEARCE and EDGAR MILLER. Pp. 142, illustrated.
London: Bailliere Tindall, 1973. £3.00.

As Dr Pearce and Mr Miller tell us, there is no generally
accepted definition of dementia, although we all think we
know what we mean by it. One may certainly quibble with
the authors' suggestion that dementia is a symptom, but
there is no doubt that their small book is a useful account of
the subject bringing together as it does for the non-specialist
reader, aspects that are not readily accessible in the literature.

In addition to chapters on the clinical features of dementia,
its differential diagnosis and methods of investigation (with
special emphasis on potentially reversible conditions) there
are two interesting chapters on recent work on psychological
testing and the psychological abnormalities found in demen-
tia. There are also chapters on the specific major dementing
diseases and their neuropathology and on the epidemiology
and nosology of dementia.
The emphasis throughout is on the pre-senile dementias

looked at from a hospital point of view which perhaps does
not accurately reflect the problem of dementia in the com-
munity as a whole. Some aspects of the disorder are also
considered in more than one place from only marginally
different standpoints. Whilst this may prove helpful to some
readers tackling this undoubtedly complex subject it could
prove irritating to others. It is also a little puzzling to find
more space devoted to cerebral blood flow studies than to
brain scanning in this avowedly clinical orientated text.
Dementia is an all too common problem for the general

physician and geriatrician, as well as for those in neurological
and psychiatric practice. Although we can provide precious
little help for the majority of our patients, appreciable
numbers do have treatable primary conditions. Real clinical
skills are needed to avoid the Charybdis and Scylla of under-
and over-investigation. This book should prove a valuable
help for those navigating these difficult waters.
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