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Book reviews

Trauma Surgery (excepting bones and joints)
By PHILIP POWLEY. Pp. 127, illustrated. Bristol: John
Wright and Sons, 1973. £1.50.

This is a most excellent little book which is both instructive
and easy to read. It is written for junior hospital staff who
may be involved with the reception and admission of accident
cases. It should be read particularly by junior and indeed
senior orthopaedic surgeons who are often first called to
attend cases of multiple injuries. Unless working in a very
busy accident unit, it is easy for the orthopaedic surgeon to
become complacent about the possibility of serious visceral
injury.
At a time when accident surgery is increasingly popular

with examiners for the Fellowship, the book should be
compulsory reading for all would-be candidates. In its con-
venient pocket size and at a reasonable price, it should prove
a most successful edition.

Mercer's Orthopaedic Surgery
Edited by R. B. DUTHIE and A. B. FERGUSON Jr. Seventh
edition. London: Edward Arnold, 1973. £25.00.

This comprehensive textbook is well known to most students
of orthopaedic surgery. When the sixth edition was published,
it immediately became one of the most useful general text-
books available on this subject. The new volume follows the
previous edition's layout closely, but it has been partially
re-written and the contents more logically arranged. Much
attention has been given to basic sciences and several
chapters much improved, e.g. chapter 11 on Arthritis and
Rheumatic Diseases. The traditional and somewhat in-
digestible chapter on 'General Affections of the Skeleton'
has been properly subdivided. An excellent addition has been
the chapter entitled 'Physical Therapy and Rehabilitation'.
Many orthopaedic surgeons lack a basic knowledge of the
techniques used by their colleagues in physical medicine and
this chapter should be read by all.

This textbook is a 'must' for all hospital and medical
school libraries. It should indeed be owned by all trainees in

orthopaedic surgery but, alas, the new price will discourage
many from its purchase.

A Guide to Medical Computing
By E. C. COLFS. Pp. 80, illustrated. London: Butter-
worths, 1973. £1.35.

This is the foundation volume of a series on computers in
medicine which is to be composed of a sequence of mono-
graphs by experts in each particular field. This volume
provides the essential background information. It follows
the accepted pattern, starting with a brief historical review
and basic concepts, and then moving on to deal in more
detail with different components of computing, systems
analysis and programming.

It is a remarkably lucid book; indeed it is worth reading
for the clarity and simplicity of the English alone. The
information it contains is of growing importance as there is
hardly any field of medicine in which computers are not in
current use. This book would make an excellent beginning
for anyone wishing to understand the basic principles in-
volved.

Neurological Symptoms in Blood Diseases
By NELLO D'ERAMO, M.D. and MARIO LEVI, M.D.
Pp. 304, 8 illustrations. London: Harvey, Miller and
Metcalf, 1973. £9.50.

This book, written by two Professors in the University of
Rome, both former students of di Guglielmo, summarizes
and discusses large numbers of clinical cases published mainly
in the European literature. About half the references are in
Italian, French or German and, indeed, this monograph has
been translated into English from the original Italian version.
Despite its potential value as a source of reference to the
physician confronted at the bedside with a patient with a
blood disease and neurological lesion, the monograph cannot
be recommended. At £9.50 for less than 300 pages it is
extremely expensive. It contains many errors and omissions
and the material is presented in a disorderly, diffuse fashion.
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