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Books received

Computers in Radiotherapy-Clinical Aspects. By T. J.
DEELEY. Pp. 113, illustrated. London: Butterworths, 1972.
£2.40.

Autonomic Neuromuscular Transmission. By M. R. BENNETT.
Monographs of the Physiological Society. Pp. 274, illu-
strated . London: Cambridge University Press, 1972. £7.60.

Acute Ureteric Obstruction. A Clinical and Radiological Study.
By P. M. BRETLAND. Pp. 219, illustrated. London: Butter-
worths, 1972. £5.20.

Recent Advances in Anaesthesia and Analgesia. Edited by
C. L. HEWER. Pp. 333, illustrated. London: Butterworths,
1972. £4.50.

Surgical Emergencies. Diagnosis and Management. Edited by
T. SCHRIRE. Pp. 286, illustrated. London: William Heine-
mann, 1972. £4.15.

Urology Case Studies. 50 case studies related to urology. By
B. FRUCHTMAN, L. J. ROSENFELD and H. N. NEWMAN.
Pp. 157, illustrated. London: Henry Kimpton, 1972. £4.50.

New edition
Laparoscopy and Culdoscopy in Gynecology. Textbook and

Atlas. By H. FRANGENHEIM. Second edition. Pp. 109, illu-
strated. London: Butterworths; Stuttgart: Georg Thieme,
1972) 52')A

Book reviews

Modern Radiotherapy-Gynaecological Cancer
Edited by T. J. DEELEY. Pp. 324, illustrated. London:
Butterworths, 1971. £5.00.
This book contains material of interest for all doctors

concerned in the management of gynaecological cancer,
although it is orientated primarily for radiotherapists.
The authors include many acknowledged authorities in

their respective subjects. The management of cancer of the
cervix by Gilbert Fletcher is comprehensive, detailed and
dogmatic. The methods described have produced results
achieved by few other centres in the world, although the dose
levels advocated are higher than those employed in most
British centres.
The reduced radiation hazards of afterloading techniques

using isotopes other than radium are mentioned. A more
detailed account of the clinical use of the caesium dispenser
described by Miss Baker would be appreciated in the next
edition together with the computerized dosimetry employed
for determining supplementary teletherapy to the pelvis. The
computer has become an essential tool for the provision of
accurate dosage for radiotherapy in many sites. The account
by Miss Snelling of its use in pelvic irradiation is a valuable
contribution indicating the present limitations and suggesting
possible areas of further development.
Treatment of cancer of the uterine cervix and corpus using

high intensity Co.60 sources with the Cathetron concurrently
with external beam therapy to the pelvis, is described by
Dr Jocylin of Cardiff. The development of this technique
with its complete absence of radiation hazard could be a
significant advance, providing the cure rates and late com-
plications of treatment continue to compare favourably with
more conventional methods. The radiobiological considera-
tions incorporated in the dose calculation are thought pro-
voking.

Chapters on the management of ovarian cancer and cancer
of the vulva by Professor Kotmier and Stanley Way respec-
tively, are both comprehensive and authoritative.
Chemotherapy for advanced gynaecological cancer using

in vitro sensitivity tests on tumour cell cultures is described
and offers a more rational approach for the selection of
agents to be employed in these difficult problems.

Professor Deeley is to be congratulated for the wide
coverage encompassed by this small volume. The interest of
the reader is directed towards the possible future value of
hyperbaric oxygen in the radiotherapy of gynaecological
cancer; the place of lymphangiography in case assessment;
and the cytogenic factors which may influence treatment and
prognosis.
No work of this type can cover all aspects of its title. In

the next edition an evaluation of the combination of radio-

therapy with surgery in the treatment of cancer of the cervix
and of the individualized iridium wire technique currently
employed in Paris for the same condition would be appreci-
ated by many readers.
The editor and publishers have again achieved their

objectives in producing a well illustrated, informative, and
stimulating book in the Modern Radiotherapy series.

Clinical Heart Disease
By SAMUEL ORAM. Pp. 920, illustrated. London: William
Heinemann Medical Books, 1971. £12.00.
In his preface to this new text book on heart disease the

author hopes it will fulfil the needs of both student and
qualified clinician. His very personal, incisive approach to
the subject has certainly realized his aims. In view of its
length, however, students will only have time to use it for
reference but they should be encouraged to read selected
chapters such as that on auscultation.
The excellent line diagrams simplify presentation of some

complex congenital lesions. The text is eminently readable
and the clear 'lay-out' employs headings and tabulations
freely.
As the title indicates, this book is clinically orientated

and is not intended to compete with the more exhaustive
reference textbooks. Nevertheless, each chapter ends with a
list of selected references. A novel ending to each chapter is
a list of 'salient features' that should prove of value to MRCP
candidates. In order to confine the book to its present size,
certain sections are necessarily abbreviated. Thus, one would
wish for more data on the natural histories and courses of
certain disease processes.

Unfortunately, the only major fault of this book is that
shared with most others published today: the price. A
reviewer can heartily commend such a work to all physicians,
but can the juniors afford it, knowing full well that parts will
necessarily be out-dated in a few years? For this reason
there would appear to be a very real need for a series of
loose-leaf text books, where individual chapters or sections
could be replaced as advances occur, leaving much of the
basic material which will not need revision for a decade or
more. Thus, the first six chapters on various aspects of
examination of the cardiovascular system would remain
unchanged in Sam Oram's book for several editions, whereas
advances in therapy will later certainly require up-dating of
other sections.
The author can certainly be congratulated on this work,

refreshingly new in its individualistic approach, and certain
to become a valued addition to any clinician's library.
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