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The Pathogenesis of Atherosclerosis. Edited by R. W.
WISSLER and J. C. GEER. Series editor NATHAN KAUFMAN.
Pp. 262, illustrated. Baltimore: The Williams and Wilkins
Co. Edinburgh and London: Churchill Livingstone, 1972.
£10.00.

Acute Inflammation. By J. V. HURLEY. Pp. 144, illustrated.
Edinburgh and London: Churchill Livingstone, 1972.
£2.50.

Seek Wisely to Prevent. Studies of attitudes and action in a
cervical cytology programme. Edited by JOHN WAKEFIELD.
Pp. 193. London: H.M.S.O., 1972. £1.50.

Neuropharmacology and Behavior. By V. G. LONGO. Pp. 184,
illustrated. San Francisco and Reading: W. H. Freeman,
1972. Cloth £3.30, paper £1.70.

Medical Education. A critical approach. By MICHAEL A.
SIMPSON. Pp. 198. London: Butterworths, 1972. £2.90.

Nature's Transplant. The transplantation immunology of
viviparity. By J. MAXWELL ANDERSON. Pp. 145, illustrated.
London: Butterworths, 1972. £3.00.

Haematology. Rudimental, Practical and Clinical. By F.
NOUR-ELDIN. Pp. 385, illustrated. London: Butterworths,
1972. £5.20.

Chronic Duodenal Ulcer. Edited by C. WASTELL. Pp. 284,
illustrated. London: Butterworths, 1972. £8.00.

The Carcinoid Syndrome. By D. G. GRAHAME-SMITH. Pp. 96,
illustrated. London: William Heinemann Medical Books,
1972. £3.75.

Otolaryngology Case Studies. 50 case histories related to
otolaryngology. Compiled by C. T. YARINGTON. Pp. 173,
illustrated. London: Henry Kimpton, 1962. £4.50.

New editions
Human Nutrition and Dietetics. By SIR STANLEY DAVIDSON,

R. PASSMORE and J. F. BROCK. Fifth edition. Pp. 597,
illustrated. Edinburgh and London: Churchill Livingstone,
1972. £6.00.

The Acute Abdomen in Rhyme. By SIR ZACHARY COPE.
Fifth edition. Pp. 108, illustrated. London: H. K. Lewis,
1972. £0.50.

Multiple Sclerosis. A reappraisal. By D. McALPINE, C. E.
LUMSDEN and E. D. ACHESON. Second edition. Pp. 653,
illustrated. Edinburgh and London: Churchill Livingstone,
1972. £6.00.

The UFA W Handbook on the Care and Management of
Laboratory Animals. Edited by UFAW. Foreword by
C. W. HuME. Fourth edition. Pp. 624, illustrated. London:
Churchill Livingstone, 1972. £7.00.

Clinical Electroencephalography. By L. G. KILOH, A. J.
MCCOMAS and J. W. OSSELTON. Third Edition. Pp. 239,
illustrated. London: Butterworths, 1972. £6.50.

Book reviews
Endocrinology

Edited by SELWYN TAYLOR. Proceedings of the Third
International Symposium held in London, July 1971.
Pp. 509, illustrated. London: Heinemann Medical Books,
1972. £8.00.

This is an account of the proceedings of the Third Inter-
national Symposium held at the Royal Postgraduate Medical
School, Hammersmith. The symposium was devoted to the
general thesis of endocrine polypeptides, but with a strong
emphasis on hormones affecting bone metabolism, and
hormones of the APUD system.

It is not surprising, having regard to the provenance of the
symposium, that a large number of papers were devoted to
the chemistry, physiology, radioimmuno-assay and mode of
action at cellular level of calcitonin and parathormone. It
is astonishing, however, as the Editor remarks, how many
advances have been made in the field since the previous
symposium. Several valuable papers appear on the new
hormone 1-25 dehydroxycholecalciferol, its formation in the
kidney from vitamin D3, its control by serum calcium levels
or factors related and its action on gastro-intestinal mucosa
and bone.
A considerable number of papers are devoted to the

fascinating concept of the APUD (amine precursor uptake
and decarboxylation) system. It is contended that these cells
have a common origin from neurectoderm and are responsible
for the formation of serotonin, catechol amines, calcitonin,
insulin, glucagon, enteroglucagon, gastrin, secretin, ACTH
and MSH and other less well known hormones. This may
account for some of the multiple endocrine adenomatosis
syndromes. It may also have some connection with ectopic
hormone production though it does not appear to account
for all the relevant phenomena. As a corollary to all this a
number of papers are devoted to the gastro-intestinal
hormones.
A smaller number of papers are devoted to other topics of

which the reviewer particularly noticed several on the

natriuretic hormone, and an important one on hypothalamic
releasing hormones with interesting side lights on the current
FRH/LRH controversy.

It is interesting to note how the introduction of histo-
chemical, immunofluorescent and electron microscopy
including autoradiography techniques have brought the
'anatomist' back into this field.

All the papers were valuable not only for their intrinsic
research merits but for their up-to-date review of the situa-
tion in each field. The book is a mine of information for the
specialist in various fields and will also be of great interest
to clinical endocrinologists and general physicians. It is
beautifully presented on high grade glossy paper. At £8,
though well worth this, it is perhaps a little outside most
individual pockets but it is a highly important book for the
libraries.

The Upper Cervical Spine. Regional Anatomy, Pathology and
Traumatology; a Systemic Radiological Atlas and Text-book
By DETLEF VON TORKLUS and WALTER GEHLE (Hamburg),
translated by L. S. MICHAELIS. Pp. 101, illustrated.
London: Butterworths, 1972. £7.00.

More than half of this book is devoted to the detailed
radiological anatomy of the upper three cervical vertebrae
and their relationship to the occiput and to congenital
variations and anomalies. A short section on the common
pathological conditions is followed by a longer section on
fractures of the axis and atlas. The work is copiously illus-
trated with good quality radiographs, all except one being
reversed (black-on-white) contrary to current English practice.
It is concise and easy to read and understand, a tribute to
the translator. The bibliography is extensive, largely though
not exclusively continental and includes many classical early
papers.
There is a lot of usefbl information here not readily found

elsewhere and those concerned with anatomy, radiology,
orthopaedic surgery, physical medicine and perhaps neuro-
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68 Book reviews

logy will find this book of value both for reference and as a
useful additional companion to more systematic works during
their training. Its scope is deliberately limited so that it is
perhaps more suitable for library or departmental use than
for one's personal bookshelf, particularly at £7.00 for
eighty-five pages of text.

Progress in Hematology Vol. 7
Edited by E. M. BROWN and C. V. MOORE. Pp. 416,
illustrated. London: William Heinemann Medical Books,
1972. £10.25.

This volume contains eleven chapters which deal with
various growing points in haematology. The topics chosen
range as widely as from instrumentation and automation in
haematology (Dr G. Brittin and Dr G. Brecher) to food iron
absorption (Dr M. Layrisse and Dr C. Martinez-Torres),
and from the plasma kallikrein-kinin system (Dr R. W.
Colman, Dr G. J. D. Girey, Dr R. Zacest and Dr R. C.
Talamo) to red cell metabolites, haemoglobin and the
oxygen dissociation curve (Dr F. A. Oski and Dr A. J.
Gottlieb). In general, the present volume maintains the high
standard of its predecessors. An outstanding chapter, written
by Dr J. M. White and Professor J. V. Dacie, reviews the
clinical and molecular features of the unstable haemoglobins.
Some idea of the rapid advances that are now taking place
in this, as in other areas of haematology, however, is illus-
trated by the fact that at least twenty new unstable haemo-
globins have been recognized since this review of the first
thirty such haemoglobins to be documented was completed.
The longest chapters are comprehensive and exhaustively
referenced reviews of the leukaemias by Dr D. A. G. Galton
and Dr A. S. D. Spiers and of platelet function in health and
disease by Dr J. Hirsh and Dr J. C. G. Doery; the shortest
and, in some instances, easier to read, concern disorders of
phagocytic cell function (Dr D. G. Nathan and Dr R. L.
Boehner), surface cell receptors (Dr S. Kornfeld and Dr R.
Kornfeld) and the haemopoietic action of androstanes
(Dr L. Sanchez-Medal). An interesting chapter on erythro-
cytes in blood rheology (Dr P. L. LaCelle and Dr R. I.
Weed) completes the volume.

This book is probably too expensive for many individuals
to buy their own copy. Nevertheless, it provides a relatively
painless way of learning about many of the recent advances

in haematology and it is to be hoped, therefore, that it will
be widely read.

The Platelets
Edited by K. M. BRINKHOUS, R. W. SHERMER and F. K.
MOSTOFI. Pp. 420, illustrated. Edinburgh and London:
Churchill Livingstone, 1972. £12.00.

This is a collection of twenty-six chapters, each of which
is an expansion of a lecture given at the 58th annual meeting
of the International Academy of Pathology. The contributors
are, with one exception, from North America and they deal
with most of the conceivable aspects of the subject including
megakaryocytic morphology and function, platelet structure,
function, survival, transfusion and the diseases in which the
platelets are qualitatively or quantitatively abnormal. Thanks
to application of new techniques of electron microscopy,
biochemistry and immunology, knowledge of the platelet
now approaches that of the red cell and, indeed, as this
volume shows, there are remarkable similarities between the
production and life-span of these two non-nucleated,
circulating particles and the diseases that affect them. The
general standard of the articles is high and each is well
illustrated, easy to read, and supported by references which
are numerous and include articles published as recently as
1970.
The academic will appreciate the advantages of multi-

authorship, since what is taken for granted by one expert
may be questioned by another. For instance, Harker assumes
that megakaryocyte volume parallels the number of nuclei
and that DNA replication in these cells is necessarily followed
by endomitosis, whereas Ebbe points out that these assump-
tions may not be justified on the present available experi-
mental data. On the other hand, the busy laboratory worker
and clinician will find much ofimmediate practical value such
as the excellent chapter by Aster on platelet transfusion
which provides a valuable guide to both the laboratory and
clinical aspects of this subject.

Unfortunately, this volume is expensive and, with the
recent plethora of haematological texts, will probably only
be bought by libraries or haematologists with a special
interest in platelets. It is to be hoped, however, that a wider
audience will use this book as a means ofbecoming acquainted
with the vast knowledge of the platelet that has recently
accumulated.
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