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Books received
Gynaecology Illustrated. By M. M. GARREY, A. D. T. GOVAN,

C. H. HODGE and R. CALLANDER. Pp. 492, illustrated.
Edinburgh and London. Churchill Livingstone, 1972.
£3.00.

Abdominal and Vaginal Hysterectomy. New Techniques Based
on Time and Motion Studies. By S. J. COHEN. Pp. 170,
illustrated. London: William Heinemann Medical Books,
1972. £3.50.

Carbenoxolone in Gastroenterology. Edited by SIR FRANCIS
AVERY JONES and F. M. SULLIVAN. Pp. 88, illustrated.
London: Butterworths, 1972. £2.50.

Adolescents Grow in Groups. Experiences in Adolescent Group
Psychotherapy. Edited by I. H. BERKOVITZ. Pp. 250. New
York: Brunner Mazel. London: Butterworths, 1972.
£3.80.

Racism and Psychiatry. By A. THOMAS and S. SILLEN. Pp. 176.
New York: Brunner Mazel. London: Butterworths, 1972.
£3.25.

Head and Neck Surgery. By P. M. STELL and A. G. D.
MARTIN. Pp. 454, illustrated. London: William Heine-
mann Medical Books, 1972. £7.75.

Electrodiagnosis of Neuromuscular Diseases. By J. GOOD-
GOLD and A. EBERSTEIN. Pp. 220, illustrated. Baltimore:
Williams and Wilkins. Edinburgh and London: Churchill
Livingstone, 1972. £6.00.

Adverse Drug Reactions. Their Prediction, Detection and
Assessment. Edited by D. J. RICHARDS and R. K. RONDEL.
Based on a symposium organized by the Association of
Medical Advisers in the Pharmaceutical Industry. Fore-
word by Sir Richard Doll. Pp. 182, illustrated. Edinburgh
and London: Churchill Livingstone, 1972. £3.00.

An Introduction to Psychopathology. By D. RUSSELL DAVIES.
Third edition. Pp. 185. London: Oxford University Press,
1972. £1.40.

Book reviews
Clinical Guide to Undesirable Drug Interactions and Inter-
ferences

By SOLOMON GARB. Pp. 511. London: Harvey Miller &
Medcalf, 1972. £5.
This book is basically an index to the literature of drug

interactions. It consists almost entirely (403 pages) of a single
table listing drugs, test substances and parenteral fluids in
two columns. The first one is in alphabetical order of official
names with some cross-references for the most popular
Jrand names (American). The second column lists opposite
each those drugs, test substances, etc. with which interactions
have been observed or might be expected to occur on the
basis of experimental work. There is a code letter for the
type of interaction and references to the literature which
includes published letters as well as formal papers and
review articles. There is a total of 984 references, none later
than 1970. All but a handful are in English. There is a second
table giving lists of drugs falling into certain pharmacological
categories.
The author gives a brief introduction to the sort of inter-

actions that occur and instructions on how to use the tables.
He states that he has not generally given the references any
editorial stamp of approval but merely lists them for the
readers' personal perusal and assessment. This commendably
modest approach means however that the volume can be
used solely as a reference book for references but not for
help with immediate clinical problems. As such it cannot
unfortunately be recommended for purchase by individual
clinicians, though it should be helpful for those working
intensively in the field of drug interactions. It would also be
a useful addition to medical libraries.

Lipids, Malnutrition and the Developing Brain
Edited by KATHERINE ELLIOTT and JULIE KNIGHT. Ciba
Foundation Symposium held jointly with the Nestle
Foundation, October 1971. Pp. 326, illustrated. Amster-
dam: Associated Scientific Publishers, 1972. £4.80.
This book records the proceedings of a 3-day symposium

held at the Ciba Foundation during which some twenty-four
contributors from several countries discussed this important
field. The contents of the book comprise the individual papers
presented as chapters, together with the discussion that
ensued in each case. The scope of the topics was wide and
ranged from the relationship between nutrition and the
developing brain to the more esoteric fields such as the bio-
synthesis of the myelin sheath. In spite of this, however, there
is a surprising degree of overlap in the subject matter

between various chapters although, of course, this is inevit-
able in meetings of this type. Many of the chapters, for
example those dealing with lipid metabolism in the develop-
ing brain, are likely to appeal only to those deeply involved
in research work in this field. However, the chapters on
malnutrition and the vulnerable periods of brain develop-
ment may be of more general interest.
The reported discussions are lengthy and appear to be

verbatim. It is doubtful whether this approach to the reporting
of scientific discussion can ever be completely successful and
it might perhaps have been preferable to have substituted a
severely edited summary of each debate.
The book, as we have come to expect of this series, is

elegantly reproduced and is well indexed. Its appeal is likely
to be limited, however, to research workers and the larger
medical libraries.

Clinical Paediatric Endocrinology
By WILLIAM HAMILTON. Postgraduate Paediatric Series-
General Editor JOHN APLEY. Pp. 209, illustrated. London:
Butterworths, 1972. £5.80.
This book is intended for the practising paediatrician and

is part of a series of publications under the editorship of
Dr John Apley. It is written by a single author who has
himself made many contributions to the subject of paediatric
endocrinology and the result is a short succinct guide to a
subject which is not usually associated with these qualities.
The author's intention was to provide an approach to the
clinical aspects of this subject and in this he has been success-
ful. The structure and function of most of the endocrine
organs are described together with details of the tests
currently available for the valuation of their activity. All the
common and endocrine disorders of childhood are described
together with some rarities and a brief description of treat-
ment is given in each case. A useful chapter on the manage-
ment of abnormalities of stature is included. No attempt has
been made to provide an extensive bibliography but each
chapter has a short list of references for further reading. The
illustrations are sparse but perhaps adequate for a book of
this size.
The book will be an invaluable companion to the practising

paediatrician and indeed to all those doctors who have to
investigate and manage these problems outside major centres.
It is commended therefore as a clinical guide rather than a
specialist postgraduate text but many aspects of the book
may also be of value to the undergraduate. It is, however,
expensive and this is difficult to justify for a book which is
likely to have such a wide appeal.
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