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Books received
Existential Neurosis. By E. K. LEDERMANN. Pp.140. London:

Butterworths, 1972. £2.75.
A Handbook of Venereal Diseases. By W. M. PLATTS. Pp. 94,

illustrated. London: N. M. Peryer, 1972. $2.00.
Parenteral Nutrition. Edited by A. W. WILKINSON. Pp. 310,

illustrated. Edinburgh and London: Churchill Living-
stone, 1972. £4.00.

Nutrition and its Disorders. By D. S. McLAREN. Pp. 280.
Edinburgh and London: Churchill Livingstone, 1972.
£1.50.

Psychiatric Investigations. By J. HARDING PRICE. Pp. 168.
London: Butterworths, 1972. £3.95.

The Future General Practitioner. Learning and Teaching.
Pp. 265. London: British Medical Association, 1972. £3.50.

Human Figure Drawings in Adolescence. By M. S. SCHILD-

KROUT, I. R. SHENKER and M. SONNENBLICK. Pp. 149,
illustrated. London: Butterworths, 1972. £3.80.

Radiology in Renal Disease. Edited by T. SHERWOOD. Pp. 72,
illustrated. London: The British Council, 1972. £2.25.

Human Biology. Volume 1. Lessons 1-9. Pp. 73, illustrated.
Cambridge: National Extension College, 1972. Text only,
£1.20. Volumes 1, 2 and 3, with NEC correspondence
tuition, £12.00.

New editions
Introduction to Electrocardiography. By T. M. BLAKE. Second

edition. Pp. 218, illustrated. London: Butterworths, 1972.
£3.50.

Principles of Medicine-an Integrated Textbook for Nurses.
By J. V. CABLE. Fifth edition. Pp. 743, illustrated. Christ-
church, New Zealand: N. M. Peryer, 1972. $8.00.

Book reviews
Orthopaedic Appliances
By BRIAN H. DAY. Pp. 140, illustrated. London: Faber &
Faber. 1972, £1.45. Cloth edition £2.95.

There has been a great need for a short easy-to-read book on
orthopaedic appliances for both surgeons and surgical
trainees. The young graduate can find appliances bewildering
and mis-use of them is expensive and frustrating to the
patient. Mr Day's book is written for this group of people
and is successful in that it is eminently readable and well
set out. It is somewhat marred, however, by repetition of
names and material.

This applies principally to the section on feet where the
same material is discussed under abnormalities of feet, effects
of pressure on feet, and finally under adaptations to footwear.
In each section the author has endeavoured to give a simple
orthopaedic explanation of the condition, how an appliance
would theoretically correct it, what appliances are available
and how effective they are. One or two of Mr Day's ortho-
paedic principles could be improved, such as his cumbersome
method of measuring leg inequality, but in general these are
clear. In his appraisal of effectiveness, however, the author
could have been more critical.
The diagrams are clear single-line drawings and add to

the explanations. The cost, by modem standards, is low and
this book should be read by every registrar; many con-
sultants also would benefit from Mr Day's simplification of
a complex subject.

Biochemical Values in Clinical Medicine
By R. D. EASTHAM. Fourth edition. Pp. 189. Bristol: John
Wright & Sons, 1972. £1.00.

Barely 10 years after its first publication, the fourth edition
of this little book continues to astonish, delight and infuriate.
Astonish for having an incredible amount of information
crammed into less than 200 small pages; delight for being
so clear, accurate and up to date; and infuriate for being
almost impossible to fault. Can it be true that virtually all
that is known or that is worth knowing in clinical chemistry
(apart from techniques) can be encompassed in a paperback
volume, the size of the latest Simenon? Clearly the answer
should be 'no' but seems to be 'yes'. The contents are
arranged, as before, in neat alphabetical order: so there is
no problem whether bicarbonate fits in with electrolytes or
with acid-base. (It takes its place neatly between Bence-Jones
protein and bile pigments.) The index is admirable. The lack
of complicated metabolic charts is even more so. A few
omissions-e.g. of any mention of osmolality-will no doubt
be put right in the fifth to eighth editions during the next
10 years.
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