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Tracheostomy and Artificial Respiration in the Treatment of
Respiratory Failure

Edited by STANLEY A. FELDMAN and BRIAN E. CRAWLEY.
Pp. 151, illustrated. London: Edward Arnold, 1971. £3.00.

This is a second and enlarged edition of a useful introduc-
tory practical handbook on the management of patients
requiring artificial ventilation with or without tracheostomy.
The eight contributors include anaesthetists, physicians and
surgeons, and it is a tribute to the editors that there is a
remarkable uniformity in the eleven chapters which make up
the book.
The text has been kept relatively short. It is difficult in a

slim volume of 150 pages adequately to cover this rapidly
expanding topic and some chapters, particularly the more
theoretical ones, barely cover the essential details. The
important practical points are however dealt with comprehen-
sively and this book should prove useful to all medical and
nursing staff involved in the care of patients in respiratory
failure.
There is an emphasis on the use of tracheostomy and per-

haps a tendency to make light ofits complications. The Bjork
technique for performing the operation is not given the
prominence which would be expected in some centres.
The book is marred by an irritating number of printers'

errors, one or two of which make nonsense of the text. This is
a great pity, particularly as the illustrations are excellent.

Despite minor failings, this book will commend itself to
physicians, surgeons, anaesthetists and nurses who wish to
read a fairly brief introduction to a subject on which views on
details are constantly changing.

Pathobiology Annual 1971
By HARRY L. IOACHIM (Series Editor). Pp. 372, illustrated.
London: Butterworth, 1972. £7.25. New York: Appleton-
Century-Crofts Educational Division/Meredith Corpora-
tion. $16.00.

This is the first volume of what is presumably planned to be
an annual series. To readers averse to medical jargon the title
will be off-putting; but with so many reviews, annuals, recent
advances and progress volumes in both pathology and
biology, one can see the editor's difficulties. In fact, the series
of articles contained in this volume are exceptionally stimu-
lating, well written and up-to-date. Whether there is, in fact, a
place for such books, ranging in subject from the germ-free
rat through the mechanisms of tumour metastases to the
hypothalamus and metabolic control, is less clear. All the
chapters are really intended for fairly advanced research
workers, and it seems unlikely that any one person would wish
to read and possess more than three or four of the fourteen
chapters.

Principles of Pathology and Bacteriology
By R. A. WILLIS and A. T. WILLIS. Third edition. Pp. 692,
illustrated. London: Butterworth, 1972. £9.50.

This has always been a rather ponderous and old-fashioned
text; and in its third edition it has not gained literary grace.
Neither has it lost its old merits of soundness and orthodoxy
both of which may be welcome to teachers and students
working for higher examinations. The sections on viral and
microbic diseases have been enlarged and largely recast; and
there is a new section on autoimmunity. Some of the photo-
graphs date from the nineteenth century and might well have
been replaced, though they do have a certain period charm
not entirely out of keeping with the text as a whole.
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