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Books received

Viral Hepatitis. British Medical Bulletin, Vol. 28, No. 2,
May, 1972. Scientific Editor F. O. MacCallum. Pp. 188,
illustrated. London: The British Council, 1972. £2.25.

Management of Constipation. Edited by Sir Francis Avery
Jones and E. W. Godding. Pp. 197, illustrated. Oxford,
London, Edinburgh and Melbourne: Blackwell Scientific
Publications, 1972. £2.00.

Clinical Paediatric Endocrinology. By W. Hamilton. Post-
graduate Paediatric Series-General Editor John Apley.
Pp. 209, illustrated. London: Butterworths, 1972. £5.80.

Anesthesia and Pharmaceutics. Edited by J. Spierdijk and
S. A. Feldman. Boerhaave series for Postgraduate Medical
Education. Pp. 144, illustrated. Leiden University Press,
1972. D.fl. 30.

New edition
Histochemistry. Thleoretical and Applied. By A. G. Everson

Pearse. Third edition, Vol. 2. Pp. 1518, illustrated. Edin-
burgh and London: Churchill Livingstone, 1972. £8.00.

Book reviews

Inherited Disorders of Sulphur Metabolism
Edited by N. CARSON and D. N. RAINE. Pp. 312, illustrated.
Edinburgh and London: E. & S. Livingstone, 1971. £4.50.

This small volume is the report of the Proceedings of the
Eighth Symposium of the Society for the Study of Inborn
Errors of Metabolism. On this occasion the Annual Confer-
ence of the Society was devoted to a single theme and thereby
it was hoped that by concentrating on one metabolic pathway
a more useful contribution might result.
The meeting was divided into seven sections concerned with

different aspects of sulphur metabolism including the meta-
bolism of methionine, taurine and sections on cystathionin-
uria, cystinuria and homocystinuria. Each section comprises
a number of papers together with references and a report of
the discussion which ensued and a number of charts and
diagrams are included throughout the text.

Clearly the text will be oflimited interest since the disorders
concerned are relatively rare. Nevertheless, the possibility of
dietary treatment has recently become a reality and for this
reason the text must assume some topical importance both
with regard to the individual diseases and as an indicator of
the way in which other metabolic disorders might be managed.
Although primarily of interest to those intimately con-

cerned with work in this field, this book will have much to
interest paediatricians and those concerned with the detection
and treatment of handicapping disorders.
The printing and presentation are adequate but the price

would appear to be grossly excessive. This presumably
reflects the limited appeal of a book of this type although it
should find a place in most medical libraries and departments
of paediatrics.
The Society is to be complimented on their decision to

restrict their proceedings to a single theme and it is hoped
that this policy will be pursued in subsequent publications.

Immunology of the Liver
Edited by MARTIN SMITH and ROGER WILLIAMS. Proceed-
ings of an International Meeting held at King's College
Hospital Medical School in July, 1970. Pp. 314, illustrated.
London: William Heinemann, 1971. £5.30.

This book records the proceedings of an international
meeting held at King's College Hospital Medical School,
London, on 6 and 7 July 1970. The aim of the organizers
was to bring together at the meeting laboratory workers and
clinicians who have an active interest in the field of immuno-
logy of the liver.
The proceedings are divided into five parts: clinical,

morphological and virological aspects; the occurrence and

role of antibodies; cell mediated responses and manifesta-
tions of immunological damage; results of immuno-
suppressive therapy; some aspects of the immunology of
liver transplantation. The papers are followed by well-
documented discussions and many are amply illustrated by
photographs and diagrams.
The first set of papers are extremely useful to establish a

basis for further elucidation of the problem of immune
disease of the liver. Dr Wright successfully reviewed in his
paper the many recent studies made in different parts of the
world into the incidence of Australia antigen in cases of
chronic active hepatitis. There appears to be a much lower
incidence of Australia antigen in patients reported from the
United Kingdom (0-1%) and Australia (4°0) than in those
from the United States (10-25%), Switzerland (22%) and
Austria (60%). The most likely explanation suggested for
the discrepancy in these results is that it is due to a different
geographical distribution of the virus responsible for serum
hepatitis.
Although serum antibodies reacting specifically and con-

sistently with the liver are yet to be described, Dr Walker and
Dr Doniach described tissue antibodies which although of a
non-organ-specific nature and could not be held directly
responsible for hepatic lesions, were nevertheless thought to
be possibly representing markers of an auto-immune process.
A particularly important section of the book is that

devoted to immunosuppressive therapy. The value of a low
dose of corticosteroids (15 mg/day of prednisolone) for
patients in the early active phase of chronic hepatitis was
described by Dr Cook, Dr Mulligan and Professor Sherlock.
Encouraging results of combining azathioprine with pred-
nisolone were discussed in three other papers by Dr Knolle,
Dr De Groote and by Dr Geall and their colleagues. Im-
proved biliary excretion was noted by Dr Ross and Professor
Sherlock in cases of primary biliary cirrhosis who were
treated with azathioprine alone but they had been unable
to detect any influence on liver histology.
The important and current topic of tissue typing and liver

transplantation is adequately discussed. Dr Williams des-
cribed his results of liver transplantation in nineteen patient
who had conditions with a hopeless prognosis. The immediate
results were often dramatic but the overall situation was not
so encouraging. There are four survivors of their nineteen
patients-the longest period of survival being 17 months.
Professor Calne reported on his studies of organ grafting in
the pig.
To those wishing an authoritative and up-to-date r6sum&

of work being carried out in various parts of the world into
immunological aspects of the liver, this book can certainly
be recommended.
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