
Postgraduate Medical Journal (March 1972) 48, 143.

SESSION II

Chairman: Dr S. Laird

Introduction

DR S. LAIRD
Queen Victoria Hospital, East Grinstead

LADIES and gentlemen, the first item on the agenda
this afternoon is a discussion on the desirability of
and/or frequency of burns anaesthetic symposia.

Before we start this discussion, I feel that it might
not be inappropriate at this stage to express our
thanks to Dr Russell Davies for organizing this
meeting. It was first thought of in a Royal Palace in
Prague last September. It was conceived at a meeting
here one Saturday afternoon last November, and I
recall that the moment of conception was relatively
pleasant. But since then, the labour has fallen to
Dr Russell Davies who was hampered by postal
strikes and bedevilled by people who would not say
whether they were coming until the last possible
minute. I think that so far at least three quarters of
the papers have been very good today. Now, halfway
through the meeting, it was thought that we should
decide whether we would like to have any further
meetings.

Perhaps I may say a few words to guide the dis-
cussion. The first alternative, of course, is not to
have any at all, and this is a very easy decision to be

made and requires no action whatsoever. The second
is to arrange a meeting-and I would think not for
about 2 years hence-and a third alternative is to
form an association of burns anaesthetists perhaps in
conjunction with anaesthetists connected with
plastic surgery. The fourth, which I only mention
to discount, is to form a sort of faculty within the
British Burns Association. Since we are already trying
to get rid of one faculty within the Royal College of
Surgeons, it would seem to be absolute folly to have
a faculty within the British Burns Association.

If anyone has any views on whether they would
like to have a further meeting on similar lines or
whether we should give up altogether at this stage,
I throw it open to the meeting for people to say what
they think.

(After an informal discussion it was decided to
hold a further meeting at the Plastic Surgery Centre,
Bangour Hospital, Broxburn, West Lothian, in the
autumn of 1973. The arrangements will be made by
Dr C. C. M. Howie.)
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