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Management of Renal Failure

Edited by M. D. MILNE. Pp. 190, illustrated. London:
British Council, 1971. £2.00.

In a very rapidly advancing field this comprehensive, yet
essentially practical review of the current management of
renal failure, will be of great value to the nephrologist and
to the general physician. There is inevitably some repetition
due to overlap between the articles, but there is very little
conflict of opinion in terms of practical management.
The opening article by 0. Wrong covers very completely

the diagnosis and treatment of acute uraemia, and deals
helpfully with common but knotty problems such as the
diagnosis of salt depletion, and the misuse of alkalis in
uraemic acidosis. Recent developments in investigation
receive timely, critical appraisal in the contributions by
P. Clark on 'Surgical Aspects of Chronic Renal Failure', and
by 1. Kelsey Fry and W. R. Cattell on 'Radiology in the
Diagnosis of Renal Failure'. The latter includes a useful dis-
cussion on the surgical and medical treatment of renal stones.
T. M. Barratt, in 'Renal Failure in the First Year of Life'
emphasizes important problems in diagnosis and treatment,
peculiar to infants, and his contribution, together with that
of R. Shackman and A. E. Kulatilake include helpful advice
on the technique of peritoneal dialysis in children. The
spectrum of renal diseases in the tropics, and the different
approach necessitated by socio-economic and geographical
features is dealt with by M. S. R. Hutt and A. J. Wing, and
makes reading not only fascinating, but of practical im-
portance in days of rapid travel. One of the highlights is the
excellent article by J. J. Brown et al. on the mechanisms of
hypertension in renal failure, which manages to make a
complicated subject, if not simple, at least understandable;
they suggest, with much experimental backing, cogent
reasons why hypertension in some patients on chronic
dialysis is controllable, and in others uncontrollable. The
mechanisms of anaemia in renal failure, with particular

emphasis on the role of erythropoietin, and on micro-angio-
pathic haemolytic anaemia, are authoritatively reviewed by
D. G. Penington and Priscilla Kincaid-Smith. F. O'Grady
provides a thoughtful, scientific discussion of factors affecting
the effective concentration of antibiotics, followed by some
practical guide-lines for assessment of dosage of drugs
eliminated by the kidneys in patients with renal failure.
J. Siddiqui and D. N. S. Kerr in their article on complications
of renal failure include a good review of renal bone disease,
substantiated by many references. In addition some of the
little recognized complications, such as myopathy, receive
timely emphasis. The controversial question of the optimal
protein intake in renal failure is discussed by J. D. Blainey
and M. J. Chamberlain in 'Dietary Treatment of Chronic
Renal Failure'. It is perhaps a pity that such scant reference
is made to the dietary management of the diabetic with renal
failure. The concluding articles on dialysis in hospital and at
home by J. H. Jones, J. R. Curtis, and B. H. B. Robinson, and
on transplantation by J. Swihney bring one up-to-date on
current techniques, complications, facilities, costs and
mortality.

Recent Advances in Paediatrics
Edited by D. GAIRDNER and D. HULL. Fourth edition.
Pp. 567, illustrated. London: J. and A. Churchill, 1971.
£6.00.

This is the fourth edition in the series which began in 1954.
It comprises fifteen chapters, each of which is devoted to a
single aspect of paediatrics and might almost be regarded as
a short monograph in its own right. The references cited are
numerous and have in this edition reached the prodigious
total of 2500. A wide range of topics are covered and the
foetus and neonate are prominent among them, with sections
on neonatal respiration, foetal growth, asphyxia neonatorum,
the respiratory distress syndrome, haemolytic disease and an
interesting section on the care of infants in incubators. Other

P
rotected by copyright.

 on M
ay 17, 2023 by guest.

http://pm
j.bm

j.com
/

P
ostgrad M

ed J: first published as 10.1136/pgm
j.47.554.823-a on 1 D

ecem
ber 1971. D

ow
nloaded from

 

http://pmj.bmj.com/


824 Book reviews

chapters deal with the assessment of respiratory function,
endocrine function, the genetics and malformations, seizure
disorders, diabetes in childhood and the nephrotic syndrome.
Two whole chapters by Frommel and Good deal with immuno-
logical mechanisms and their associated disorders. However,
much of their material is not strictly speaking confined to the
paediatric age groups.
Although the individual chapters are written effectively it

is inevitable that there are some inconsistencies of style but
this is a small price to pay for authoritative material. It is
perhaps in the choice of subjects and contributors that the
greatest criticism must lie. It is difficult to apply the term
'recent' to much of the material since many of the topics
have been extensively reviewed elsewhere and there would
seem to be little new information that would warrant this
description. It might also be thought that the book would
have greater authority if all the contributors were active
workers in the fields which they have reviewed. The reader is
left with an overall impression that recent advances in this
subject emanate from only a few centres in the United King-
dom and one in the United States and it is to be hoped that
subsequent editions will enjoy a less parochial selection of
authors.

Nevertheless, the book will be enjoyed by practising
paediatricians as a review document for subjects with which
they may not be actively involved and as an invaluable source
of reference material. The production is satisfactory although
for the quality of paper used, the book would seem to be
somewhat overpriced.

Surgical Treatment of Coronary Arteriosclerosis
By RENE G. FAVALORO. Introduction by DONALD EFFLER.
Pp. 130+ xvi, illustrated. Baltimore: Williams and Wilkins,
1970.

This monograph is based on the clinical experience with
2441 patients with coronary arteriosclerosis dealt with at the

Cleveland Clinic between January, 1962 and December, 1968.
An interesting preface by D. B. Effler introduces the

problem and outlines the evolution of this modern surgical
treatment. It is only after the clinical application of Sones's
technique in coronary angiography that it was possible to
develop such surgical practice. Effler stresses that revasculariz-
tion surgery of the heart begins and ends with arteriography.
The chapter on anatomy of the coronary arteries and its
correlation with coronary cineangiography is very clear and
excellently produced. The mortality rate of cinecoronarterio-
graphy and left cineventriculography in 13,602 patients was
0-09%. Valuable advice was given on the postoperative care
of such patients.

Direct and indirect myocardial revascularization as well as
associated ventricular aneurysmectomy and the complica-
tions following surgery are clearly presented. More than 900
saphenous venous grafts had been performed up to 1970.
The mortality rate following such operation has fallen to
2*3%y even after cardiopulmonary bypass. The mortality rate
following double Vineberg mammary artery implantation
was 7-3%. 191 patients were submitted to ventricular
aneurysmography with a mortality rate of 12%y.
The good results at such a famous centre were attributed

to the careful selection of patients and the availability of well-
equipped medical and surgical teams to deal with such prob-
lems. The surgical treatment of acute coronary insufficiency
although the results in many centres are not very encouraging,
the author believes that such patients should be admitted
under the direction of a combined surgical and medical team.
He also advocates emergency angiography and surgical
intervention. Management of acute coronary ischemia
surgically is a recent procedure and new developments are
sure to take place in the near future.

This is an excellent monograph, full of important material
which must interest cardiologists and cardiac surgeons.
Postgraduates will find it one of the best monographs
available dealing with such problems.
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