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Orthopaedics. Parts 1 & 2
Consultant editor R. FURLONG. Operative Surgery. Second
edition. General editors: C. ROB and R. SMITH. Pp. 586,
illustrated. London: Butterworths, 1969. £14.

The first two orthopaedic volumes in this series came out
in 1959 and now, a decade later, we are faced with a second
edition, this time under the editorship of Ronald Furlong.

There has been considerable tidying up, in which plastic
surgery has now been evicted to occupy a volume of its own,
and the lengthy section on general surgical principles and
methods has also been resited.
The orthopaedic scope of the two volumes has, however,

been considerably expanded and the total number of con-
tributors has jumped from sixteen in the first edition to fifty
in the second. Even with the support of such a strong team,
the editor has still been wisely selective and much of the new
effort has been concentrated on describing procedures which
have gained general acceptance in recent years, although
most of the tried and true procedures, which constitute the
bulk -of orthopaedic lists, have been included and in many
cases revised.
The section on surgery of the cervical, thoracic and lumbar

spine is particularly strong and the contributions of Hodgson
and Stock on anterior spinal approaches, and Freebody on
anterior interbody fusion seem particularly valuable in an
outstanding section.
Again in the hip, a great deal of what is now standard

surgery has been described, although two separate accounts
of the Salter operation seems a little excessive. It is inter-
esting also to see that the McKee total hip replacement,
alone of those being done in the United kingdom at the
moment, is considered, in the words of the editorial, 'to be
established and to have evolved from the stage of exper-
iment'.
The surgery of fractures is generously dealt with, reflecting

an increasing tendency to treatment by internal fixation. The
internal fixation of femoral neck fractures is described
in terms which ignore the existence of image intensifiers,
and the description of the fixation of trochanteric fractures
is based on the Capener nail-plate rather than the two-piece
variable angle devices which are now probably more com-
monly used.
As is -proper in a book of this sort, there is very little

ground for controversy, but-on meniscectomy-it is
diverting to contrast the advice given in the present edition
that 'the posterior part of the meniscus is allowed to remain-
since in practice it very rarely causes subsequent disabiltiy',
with the opposite advice given in the first edition. It is com-
forting to reflect that both writers are probably right.

All in all, this is a magnificent work, elegantly produced,
beautifully illustrated, admirably edited so that the contri-
butions are in a uniform format, without being either
characterless or excessively dogmatic. It should certainly be
available in all theatres where orthopaedic operating is
carried out. It is necessarily not comprehensive and, for
anyone faced with a bizarre or unusual operative situation,
there will still need to be, lying about somewhere, a set of
Campbell's Operative Orthopaedics.

The Physiology of the Joints. Vol. 1, Upper Limb
By I. A. KAPANDJI. Translated by L. H. HONORE. Second
edition. Pp. 203, illustrated. Edinburgh and London:
E. & S. Livingstone, 1970. £2-50.
The idea behind this book is a good one. By means of

annotated drawings the author describes the mechanics of
joints and the actions of their motivating muscles. Three
volumes are planned: this, the first, is devoted to the upper
limb.

Certainly the approach is unusual and the effect is visually
striking. Most of the illustrations are clear and make their
point, but there is a tendency to over-elaborate: in some
there are too many lines and too few variations of line
thickness; in others the arrows indicating movement hardly
stand out from the drawing itself. Stippling and shading are
well-recognized devices to indicate structure, but where they
add confusion, as sometimes happens here, they are best
omitted. One sketch appears on the dust jacket and re-
appears several times in the book. It presumably represents
Michelangelo's David (though this is nowhere acknowledged)
and yet, despite anatomical evidence to the contrary, the
drawing conveys a distasteful impression of effeminacy.

In spite of these criticisms the book is attractive and useful,
particularly for physiotherapists and orthopaedic trainees.
For those who teach joint movement and whose draughts-
manship is as poor as your reviewer's, the temptation to
crib enviously may well prove irresistible.

Recurrent Anterior Dislocation of the Shoulder; a New
Concept
By A. K. SAHA. Pp. 119, illustrated. Calcutta: Academic
Publishers, 1969. Price not given.
The author of this monograph mentions in his preface that

more than 250 operative procedures have been described for
the treatment of recurrent anterior dislocation of the
shoulder. To most surgeons the prospect of devising yet
another operation might seem daunting; Professor Saha has
accepted the challenge and his account contains much that
is original and ingenious.
He regards muscle imbalance as an important cause of

instability and corrects it by muscle transfer: latissimus
dorsi is used to reinforce the weak 'horizontal steerers'
(infraspinatus and the upper part of teres minor). Other
causes of dislocation include excessive retroversion of the
humerus and faulty tilt of the glenoid; each is treated by
osteotomy of the appropriate bone; the familiar Putti-Platt
operation is reserved for patients with abnormal laxity of
the capsule.

His essential message is that the operative treatment of
recurrent dislocation should be tailored to suit the cause,
which can usually be determined by careful investigation.
He outlines and illustrates the cause, treatment and results
in seventy-two cases.

Surgeons familiar with only one or two standard pro-
cedures will no doubt be reluctant to change their methods,
but this book is well worth reading as a useful corrective to
undue conservatism.

Beth Israel Hospital Seminars in Medicine
Edited by DAVID S. FEINGOLD and HOWARD H. HIATT.
Pp. xiv+350, illustrated. London: J. & A. Churchill.
Boston: Little Brown, 1970. £5-75.
These Seminars in medicine of the Beth Israel Hospital,

Boston, have been selected from those already published over
the past 4 years in the New England Journal of Medicine.
Their authors have revised them, adding further material
and illustrations. The topics covered include recent develop-
ments in oncogenic virology, infectious drug resistance in
enterobacteriaceae, cancer chemotherapy, thrombogenesis,
interferons of mice and men, and rashes and ribosomes.
Each of the thirteen chapters is written by a specialist in

his particular field and is followed by a short discussion. The
standard is undoubtedly high and although this volume is
intended to reach a wide audience of physicians and medical
students, it will probably only be appreciated by those
already well versed in molecular biology, genetics and
immunology. Indeed it would be fair to say it has been
written by experts for experts and not for the average general
physician.
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