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Modern Trends in Vascular Surgery-I. Edited by J. A.
GILLESPIE. Pp. 319, illustrated. London: Butterworth,
1970. £5-30.
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Pp. 589, illustrated. London: Edward Arnold, 1970.
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LEATHAM. Pp. 151, illustrated. London: J. & A. Churchill,
1970. £4.

The Basis of Motor Control. By RAGNAR GRANIT. Pp. 346,
illustrated. London and New York: Academic Press,
1970. £5.

Genetic Disorders of Man. Edited by R. M. GOODMAN.
Pp. 1009, illustrated. Boston: Little Brown. London:
J. & A. Churchill, 1970. £16-50.

A Practical Guide to Blood Coagulation and Haemostasis.
By JEAN M. THOMSON. Pp. 220, illustrated. London:
J. & A. Churchill, 1970. £2-80.

Modern Trends in Medical Virology-2. Edited by R. B.

HEATH and A. P. WATERSON. Pp. 320, illustrated. London:
Butterworths, 1970. £5-30.

Hormones and the Immune Response. Edited by G. E. W
WOLSTENHOLME and JULIE KNIGHT. London: J. & A.
Churchill, 1970. £1-50.

New Editions
Physiology of the Retina and Visual Pathway. By G. C.

BRINDLEY. Second edition. Pp. 315, illustrated. London:
Edward Arnold, 1970. £4-50.

Anatomical Techniques. By D. H. TOMPSETT. Second edition.
Pp. 283, illustrated. Edinburgh and London: E. & S.
Livingstone, 1970. £5.

Atlas of Haematology. By G. A. MACDONALD, T. C. DODDS
and B. CRUICKSHANK. Third edition. Pp. 226, illustrated.
Edinburgh and London: E. & S. Livingstone, 1970. £5-50.

A Textbook of General Physiology. By HUGH DAVSON.
Fourth edition. Vols. 1 and 2. Pp. 1694, illustrated.
London: J. & A. Churchill, 1970. £12.

The Psychiatric Disorders of Childhood. By C. R. SHAW and
A. R. LUCAS. Second edition. Pp. 499. London: Butter-
worths, 1970. £4-50.

Foetal and Neonatal Pathology. By J. EDGAR MORISON.
Third edition. Pp. 641, illustrated. London: Butterworths,
1970. £11.

Book reviews
Atlas of Medical Mycology
By EMMA SADLER Moss and ALBERT Louis MCQUOWN.
Third edition. Pp. 366, illustrated. Baltimore: Williams &
Wilkins; Edinburgh and London: E. & S. Livingstone,
1969. £6-50.

In the preface of the third edition the authors say they are
bringing up to date some of the basic information in what
they wish to be an account of the more important and fre-
quent fungal diseases of man; they state that it is designed for
the training of residents of pathology, clinical residents,
medical students and medical technologists.

After a brief glossary (surely it cannot be necessary to
instruct such readers in the pronunciation of 'epidemic') and
classification of fungi, the book goes on to sections on the
different pathogenic fungi, ending with sections on methods,
staining, media, therapy and references-the latter listed
under chapter headings. There is an index, and many illus-
trations both clinical and mycological which are of uneven
quality.
Each of the sections on particular fungi briefly describes

the clinical findings and goes on to describe the laboratory
diagnosis, cultural findings, histology where relevant, and
treatment.
The mention of therapy in each chapter and then its con-

sideration in a separate chapter at the end leads to confusion
and repetition. In this country treatment of candidiasis with
mercurial ointments or X-rays is not likely to be accepted;
nor is the assertion that griseofulvin is likely to be effective
if given for 4 months in tinea of the toe-nails. There are mis-
spellings ('pruritis') and at least one wrong heading (the
plate of tinea versicolor under the heading 'Rhino sporidiosis').
The section on erythrasma omits all mention of the work of
Blank and Sarkany in establishing that N. minutissima is in
fact a bacterium-corynebacterium minutissimum; the text
says 'eythrasma is a chronic superficial mycotic or bacterial
infection . . .'.

It seems doubtful if the book will be of any use to medical
students or medical staff, for the clinical sections are inaccur-

ate and inadequate, and the mycological details more than
would be required. Technicians might find it more helpful.

After Vagotomy
Edited by J. ALEXANDER WILLIAMS and ALAN Cox.
Pp. 433, illustrated. London: Butterworths, 1969. £6.
This very readable and concise volume has compiled most

of what is known about the operation of vagotomy. Twenty-
seven contributors, including six experts from USA, have
illuminated this subject from the various angles of their
experience. First, the pathophysiology of vagotomy is
described, and this is followed by a section on the results
of operation. Later, the complications, practical problems
and special indications are critically appraised. Most of the
thirty chapters end with a helpful summary.

In the last chapter, the editors review the evidence of their
contributors, and speculate about possible developments in
the surgery of peptic ulcer disease. The editors confess to a
preference for total abdominal vagotomy, well below the
hiatus, associated with a preservation of gastro-duodenal
continuity by means of a short pyloroplasty.
The editors must be congratulated upon producing a very

interesting symposium on this subject which is written in an
easy, precise style in spite of the many contributors. There
is a splendid index and up-to-date reference list, which must
be labour-saving for anyone searching world literature on
the various applications of the procedure. Apart from the
interest which it must have for the gastric surgeon and the
research worker, it is a useful book for the young surgeon
studying for his Fellowship. It is no less important for family
doctors who meet an ever-increasing number of peptic ulcer
patients who have been treated by vagotomy and pyloroplasty.

It is to be regretted that Norman Tanner could not have
been persuaded to add his wide experience to the list of
eminent surgeons who have contributed to this book.
A future edition might also consider how to involve some

eminent medical gastro-enterologists (e.g. Jones or Creamer)
in this comprehensive and successful assessment of this
operation.

P
rotected by copyright.

 on M
ay 17, 2023 by guest.

http://pm
j.bm

j.com
/

P
ostgrad M

ed J: first published as 10.1136/pgm
j.47.544.139 on 1 F

ebruary 1971. D
ow

nloaded from
 

http://pmj.bmj.com/

