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Books received
Human Circadian Rhythms. By R. T. W. L. Conroy and

J. N. Mills. Pp. 236, illustrated. London: J. & A. Churchill,
1970. £3.

Disodium Cromoglycate in Allergic Airways Resistance.
Edited by J. Pepys and A. W. Frankland. Proceedings of a
symposium held at the Royal Society of Medicine, 1969.
Pp. 208, illustrated. London: Butterworths, 1970. £3.

Parasitology: Identification of Protozoa. By R. A. Lambert.
Laboratory Aids Series (General Editor: F. J. Baker).
Pp. 85, illustrated. London: Butterworths, 1970. 12s.

Electron Microscopy: Microtomy, Staining and Specialized
Techniques. By R. E. Nunn. Laboratory Aids Series. Pp.
58. London: Butterworths, 1970. 12s.

Enzymes and the Determination of Enzyme Activity. By
R. A. McAllister. Laboratory Aids Series. Pp. 78. London:
Butterworths, 1970. 12s.

Steroids: Principles and Techniques. By D. Kilshaw. Labora-
tory Aids Series. Pp. 67. London: Butterworths, 1970. 12s.

Virology-Tissue Culture. By H. Cumming. Laboratory Aids
Series. Pp. 77. London: Butterworths, 1970. 12s.

Electron Microscopy: Preparation of Biological Specimens.
By R. E. Nunn. Laboratory Aids Series. Pp. 60. London:
Butterworths, 1970. 12s.

Chromatography: Principles and Techniques. By D. I.
Edwards. Laboratory Aids Series. London: Butterworths,
1970. 12s.

New Editions
Diagnosis and Treatment of Cardiac Arrhythmias. By J. P. P.

Stock. Second edition. Pp. 271, illustrated. London:
Butterworths, 1970. £3 18s.

Books reviews
Migraine-Mechanisms and Management
By JOHN PEARCE. Pp. iv + 92. Springfield, Illinois: Charles
C. Thomas, 1969.
This book is one of the American Lecture Series in Living

Chemistry. Dr Pearce discusses the current aspects of clinical
and research work into the migraine symptom complex.
Although the volume is slim, the author has managed to give
a clear and concise description of the many fascinating
clinical presentations of migraine together with an up-to-date
account of research into the basic mechanisms of the condi-
tion and the theories behind its treatment. The short chapters
on ophthalmological aspects of migraine and periodic
migrainous neuralgia are especially well written and alone
make this book a worthwhile purchase for the general
physician.
The bibliography is more than adequate, covering refer-

ences of historical interest as well as many recent research
reviews.

Advances in Biology of Skin. Volume IX-'Hair Growth'
Edited by WILLIAM MONTAGNA and ROBERT L. DOBSON.
Pp. 585, illustrated. Oxford: Pergamon Press, 1969. Price
not given.
This book-well produced and profusely illustrated with

excellent black and white photographs and a few coloured
ones-represents the proceedings of the University of Oregon
Medical School Symposium on the Biology of Skin in 1967.
It is the ninth in the series and follows the pattern of its
predecessors in that it is made up ofcontributions (in this case
thirty-five papers) from many (in this case fifty-three) experts
in the field working in different countries. Each paper is
accompanied by a list of references and there is a good index.

In the preface the editors say 'Interest in hair growth is
probably kept alive by man's concern with baldness'. One
doubts whether this is the only, or main, interest even of
dermatologists and endocrinologists, let alone workers in the
realms of agriculture, embryology and nutrition. Certainly
all these people and yet others will find much in the collected
papers that is of theoretical and practical value.

The dermatologist, for example, will profit from the work
of Oliver on regeneration of the dermal papilla in the whisker
follicle of the rat and its influence on whisker growth, and
from that of Silver et al. on the activity in the hair follicle
induced by plucking; from such exact experimental work
will come knowledge to clarify and rationalize the mass of
empirical findings and tentative conclusions relating to the
treatment of hirsutism. Similarly the work of Bradfield and
Bailey on hair root morphology in protein deficiency in
humans may assist in the diagnosis of malnutrition.

Other workers describe a method to measure hair growth
exactly, or the use of electron spin resonance to study the
pigment in hair.
The book's merits are considerable, not only in the mass of

experimental findings which it presents, but in the description
of many investigative methods, simple or extremely complex,
themselves suggesting further experiments in which they
may be employed. The total effect of the volume, therefore, is
not only to inform but to stimulate further thought.

The Hypertensive Vascular Cris
By F. B. Byrom. Pp. 131, illustrated. London: William
Heinemann Medical Books, 1969. £1 lOs.
This book is an experimental study on the hypertensive

vascular crisis written by an author, who is a member of the
external scientific staff of the Medical Research Council, with
vast experience of the subject of hypertension.

It is divided into three parts. The first deals with the clinical
problems of the hypertensive crisis, the second gives the
experimental evidence and its use to obtain enough fresh
information to suggest a plausible working hypothesis and
the third part is concerned with testing the hypothesis in the
light of current theoretical and experimental knowledge.
There is finally an appendix covering important experimental
techniques, some of which I believe have not appeared in the
literature before.
As raised blood pressure insults vital organs, like the

heart, the brain, the kidneys and the eyes as a result of
vascular crisis, any book dealing with this problem, especially
when written by an expert, must be welcomed and read by all
doctors and all medical libraries should have this book.
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