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Books received
Modern Trends in Paediatrics-3. Edited by JOHN APLEY.

Pp. 347, illustrated. London: Butterworths, 1970. 84s.

Hypertension. Causes, Consequences and Management. By
G. PICKERING. Pp. 115, illustrated. London: J. & A.
Churchill, 1970. 35s.

Guide to House Physicians in the Medical Unit. By J. G.
LEWIS. Pp. 114. London: William Heinemann Medical
Books, 1970. 13s.

Systemic Effects of Skin Disease. By S. SHUSTER and J.
MARKS. Pp. 137, illustrated. London: William Heinemann
Medical Books, 1970. 40s.

Matters of Life and Death. Edited by E. F. SHOTTER with 7
contributors. London Medical Group. London; Darton,
Loneman and Todd. 1970. 15s.

Dental Plaque. Edited by W. D. McHUGH. Symposium held
in the University of Dundee, 1969. Pp. 298, illustrated.
Edinburgh and London: E. & S. Livingstone, 1970. 90s.

A Physiological Approach to Clinical Neurology. By J. W.
LANCE. Pp. 246, illustrated. London: Butterworths, 1970.
84s.

Modern Trends in Psychological Medicine-2. Edited by
J. HARDING PRICE. Pp. 381, illustrated. London: Butter-
worths, 1970. 110s.

Modern Trends in Biomechanics-1. By D. C. SIMPSON.
Pp. 273, illustrated. London: Butterworths, 1970. 96s.

New Edition
Obstetrics and Gynaecology. Combinedfor students. By E. E.

PHILIPP. Second edition. Pp. 642, illustrated. London:
H. K. Lewis, 1970. £5 10s.

Book reviews
Lymphography in Cancer
By W. A. FUCHS, J. W. DAVIDSON and H. W. FISCHER.
Recent Results in Cancer Research, Vol. 23. Pp. 294,
illustrated. W. Heinemann, London; Springer-Verlag,
Berlin, Heidelberg, New York, 1969. £8.
Lymphography is among the younger radiological tech-

niques but demand is increasing rapidly, and in many centres
it is now considered an essential investigation before embark-
ing on the treatment of certain tumours. This is hardly
surprising when, for instance, one considers that this one
investigation alone will change the stageing ofearly Hodgkin's
disease in over one quarter of the patients who present with
apparently localized disease.
There is an increasing literature on the subject, but so far

very few books have been written and it is difficult for the
student to get an overall view of lymphography in malignant
disease.

This present volume by three well-known workers in the
field is very welcome. It is well presented with a clear text
and numerous illustrations with additional chapters on
endolymphatic therapy by G. Jantet, and isotope lympho-
graphy by H. Rosier.
The chapter on malignant lymphoma gives a very com-

prehensive review of the subject based on the extensive
experience of the Ontario Cancer Institute, while metastatic
cancer is dealt with site by site.
A very adequate bibliography is given for those who wish

to study more extensively, and on the whole I consider that
this is an excellent book. One criticism, however, is that I
think that in the chapter on technique a mention should have
been made of the value of radiological control of the injection
although, admittedly, this has been mentioned in passing in
the chapter on contrast media.

A New Look at Hospital Case Records
By J. M. MITCHELL. Pp. 137. London: H. K. Lewis, 1969.
40s.
The difficulties and problems associated with communica-

tions and records in hospitals are well known and Dr
Mitchell, who was a Director of the Medical Records
Research Group of Glasgow University, has produced this
book to aid the medical records officers and others, and has
thus made us all aware of the situation. He states in the
preface that the 'explosion' of scientific information in the
last three decades has revolutionized medical and surgical
treatment and an exact management ofa patient now demands

close scrutiny of all the scientific data recorded in the case
notes which may extend over several years. The ways in
which this information can be obtained and assimilated are
outlined and useful suggestions are offered, including the
use of magnetic tape and subsequent recall by computer.
However, computers are no answer for a badly organized
and managed records department of a hospital.

Other complex problems like secretarial and clerical
duties, typing pool and communication with different
departments, receives brief attention.
Although the book offers no new ideas, I feel that all

medical records officers, administrators and doctors should
read this book as it will stimulate their thinking and one day
a genius may come along and offer a simple solution to the
whole problem of communication, storage, filing and ex-
tracting essential information from voluminous case records
in hospitals.

Infectious Mononucleosis
Edited by R. L. CARTER and H. G. PENMAN. Pp. xi+258.
illustrated. Oxford and Edinburgh: Blackwell Scientific
Publications, 1969. 70s.
Confusion as to the nature of infectious mononucleosis as

a disease entity has existed for many years and in the absence
of a known etiological agent this was hardly surprising.
This book is a reappraisal of the clinical and experimental
features of infectious mononucleosis and has been carried
out by thirteen eminent contributors, the majority of whom
are pathologists. It does much to clarify some of the con-
fusing aspects of this disease although our knowledge of it is
still far from complete. A plea is made for discarding the
term glandular fever altogether as this tends to perpetuate
old misconceptions.
One criticism that could be made is that insufficient space

has been devoted to the clinical features of this disease (only
one chapter out of thirteen) and some aspects are not
entirely acceptable, e.g. 'in most instances it is impossible on
the basis of clinical findings to differentiate the pharyngitis
of infectious mononucleosis from that of exudative strepto-
coccal involvement'. The differential diagnosis tends to be
too long and involved to be very helpful.

It is in the field of pathology that the book excels, varying
from problems involved in serological tests to histopathology
and experimental studies of the atypical mononuclear cells.
The classification of infectious mononucleosis has always
been unsatisfactory in the absence of an etiological agent and
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