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Preface

J. S. S. STEWART

Royal Albert Edward Infirmary, Wigan

THE SYMPOSIUM on patient monitoring, which was
organized by me on behalf of the Wigan and Leigh
Group of Hospitals arose out of an interest in the
Group in patient monitoring and intensive care. The
Council of The Fellowship of Postgraduate Medicine
agreed to publish the proceedings in the Post-
graduate Medical Journal and I am grateful to
Dr A. A. G. Lewis and to Mrs M. E. Coops for their
guidance which has made easy my task as Editor.

In all 146 people attended the Symposium. Analy-
sis of the first 100 applicants which could be classified
showed a majority of clinicians from the specialties
of anaesthesia (thirteen), general medicine (eleven),
clinical measurement and clinical physiology (ten)
and general surgery (five). There was a good repre-
sentation from industry (thirty-three) and a number
of scientists in physics and engineering (six), in com-
puter science (three) and of technicians (five) to-
gether with research workers (five) and medical and
nursing administrators (nine) from the Department
of Health and Social Security, regional boards and
hospitals. There were visitors from Canada, Holland,
Sweden, Switzerland and from the United States of
America in addition to international representation
from Scotland, England, Ireland and Wales.

Some of the discussion took place after individual
papers but during the process of editing it has been
re-grouped under several headings. A practical prob-
lem which was apparently widespread was that of
servicing and maintaining electronic equipment.
Mr Collins referred briefly to the maintenance
scheme which operates in the Newcastle region and
some further information about this scheme was
furnished by Colonel A. P. Smith, Regional Engi-
neer, Newcastle Regional Hospital Board. This is
inserted at the end of the section of the discussion
on maintenance. One of the contributors was unable
to submit a manuscript before the copy date and
this paper is published in abstract. The available
space has been filled with a paper by Levy, Lee,
Guruswamy & Stewart (1970) which was in prepara-
tion at the time of the conference and which is
relevant to it.

I am indebted to many people who have contri-
buted to the organization and aftermath of the
Symposium, particularly to the Treasurer, Mr Mort,
and to my secretary, Mrs Thomas. Most of all,
however, we appreciated the support of the sym-
posiasts who attended and contributed by their
presence or questions or discussion.
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