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Books received

Direct Blood Transfusion. By JOHN A. McLEAN. Pp. 61,
illustrated. Australia: Australasian Medical Publishing
Co., 1969. Price not given.

Scientific Writing. By LESTER S. KING and CHARLES G.
ROLAND. Pp. 133. The American Medical Association. 1969.
Price not given.

The Proliferation and Spread ofNeoplastic Cells. A Collection
of Papers presented at the Twenty-First Annual Sympos-
ium on Fundamental Cancer Research, 1967. Pp. 794,
illustrated. Baltimore: Williams & Wilkins, 1969. $17.00.

Practical Treatment in Psychiatry. Edited by J. L. CRAMMER.
Pp. 162. Oxford and Edinburgh: Blackwell Scientific
Publications, 1969. £1 5s.

Survival in Cold Water. By W. R. KEATINGE. Pp. 131. Oxford
and Edinburgh: Blackwell Scientific Publications, 1969.
£1 lOs.

Chelation in Medicine. By J. J. RYAN. Pp. 50, illustrated.
Brisbane, 1969. Price not given.

EEG Technology. By R. COOPER, J. W. OSSELTON and J. C.
SHAW. Pp. 186, illustrated. London: Butterworth, 1969. £2.

The Anatomy of the Developing Lung. Edited by JOHN EMERY.
Pp. 223, illustrated. London: William Heinemann, 1969.
£2 15s.

Libraries in Hospitals. By ANTONIA J. BUNCH and EILEEN
E. CUMMING. Pp. 72, illustrated. Edinburgh: Stanley
Press, 1969. 15s.

Hene and Chlorophyll. By G. S. MARKS. Pp. 208, illustrated.
London and Southampton: The Camelot Press, 1969.
£3 15s.

Heart and Vector. By H. C. BURGER. Pp. 143, illustrated.
Netherlands: Philip's Technical Library, 1969. £3.

ABC of the ECG: A Guide to Electrocardiography. By
J. BOUTKAN. Pp. 204, illustrated. Netherlands: Philip's
Technical Library, 1969. £2 6s.

Some Inherited Disorders of Brain and Muscle. Edited by
J. D. ALLAN and D. N. RAINE. Pp. 154, illustrated.
Edinburgh: E. & S. Livingstone, 1969. £2.

Diagnostic Uses of Radioisotopes in Medicine. Reprinted from
Hospital Medicine. Pp. 104, illustrated. London: Hospital
Medicine Publications, 1969. 15s.

New Editions

Lectures in Medicine. By W. H. HAVARD. Second edition.
Pp. 399, illustrated. London: Staples Press, 1969. £3 10s.

Chromatographic and Electrophoretic Techniques. Volume 1:
Chromatography. By IVOR SMITH. Third edition. Pp. 1080,
illustrated. London: William Heinemann, 1969. £3 10s.

Textbook of Operative Surgery. By ERIC L. FARQUHARSON.
Fourth edition. Pp. 963, illustrated. Edinburgh and
London: E. & S. Livingstone, 1969. £7.

Book reviews

The Handbook of Physiology
Section 6. Alimentary Canal (five volumes). Volume I, Food
and water intake (pp. 459), Volume II, Secretion (pp. 1055),
Volume Ill, Intestinal absorption (pp. 1570); are reviewed
here (the remaining volumes are: Volume IV, Motility,
Volume V, Bile digestion: Ruminal physiology). Washing-
ton, D.C.: American Physiological Society, 1968. Price not
given.
This mammoth reference work, by multiple authors under

the Section Editor, the doyen of Gastroenterology, Charles
F. Code, is difficult to review without sounding like an
advertizing handout. The presentation and production are
of the highest order, but above all the content is superb.
Almost universally each author has been selected for his

expertise and the fact that he is a current worker in his field.
This fact stands out in the manner in which the individual
chapters are presented. Generally textbooks are, by their
nature, skimpy, patchy and out of date on the day of publi-
cation. Because of the selection of active workers this last is
avoided and the authors take us into the work in hand, and
point the direction of the future of gastrointestinal physiology
There is nothing skimped in the detail of each subject, the
chapters being a review in depth of current thought and
work. The standard is remarkably uniform for a work by
some 150 authors, and is a triumph of editorial workmanship.
One of the major breakthroughs in recent years has been

the use of the electron microscope, and the chapters con-
cerning these investigations warrant special mention, as does
the quality of reproduction of the photographs. Experimental
methods are well described and this work is of no less use to
the research worker than the student and the clinician.

Although this is the child of the American Physiological
Society national frontiers are ignored and the authors and
their bibliography show this to be a truly international effort.
The bibliography is vast and comprehensive.

This section of a remarkable undertaking can only be
described as magnificent, and only be improved by the issue
of yearbooks to keep it up to date.

Common Medical Emergencies. A Guide for Junior Physicians
Ed. by R. H. SLATER. Pp. 148. Bristol: John Wright and
Sons, 1968. 18s.
This book sets out to guide the newly qualified house-

physician in the emergency management of medcial disorders.
It has the advantage of being compact and is small enough
to be carried in the pocket. The book is well laid out giving a
chapter to each of the fifteen major medical emergencies
discussed. As a rule each subject is briefly introduced and is
followed by sections on the clinical features, investigations
and differential diagnosis ending with a fuller discussion of
the immediate management. No attempt is made to give a
complete picture either of the condition or the management
but a short list of suggested references for further reading on
each subject is given at the end of the book.
Although this book is obviously confined to medical

emergencies, it is perhaps surprising that there is no reference
to the acute abdominal conditions which may be admitted
to the medical wards such as acute pancreatitis, cholecystitis,
pyelitis, gastro-enteritis, and ulcerative colitis, nor is there
any mention of acute renal failure and its management.
The main criticism however must rest with the basic format

of the book; at present it could be argued that this represents
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418 Book reviews

a precied edition of any standard undergraduate medical
textbook. If the problem confronting the young inexperienced
house physician is to be approached realistically the discus-
sion should resolve itself around the main presenting
symptoms of the patient, i.e. coma, acute chest pain, acute
abdominal pain, acute dyspnoea, etc. The differential
diagnosis of each symptom could then be discussed giving
the salient features which should lead the doctor to one as
opposed to the other causes of the symptom. At present the
book assumes that the correct diagnosis has been at least
considered.

Introduction to Clinical Neurology
By SIR GORDON HOLMES. Revised by BRYAN MATTHEWS.
Third edition. Pp. 187. Edinburgh and London: E. & S.
Livingstone, 1968. £1 15s.
It has been a pleasure to re-read this classical textand the

publishers must be commended and Dr Matthews con-
gratulated on their new edition. Thanks to them we still
have this best of introductions to the art of Neurology. Most

of the text remains the master's, but Dr Matthews has made
alterations and additions, notably a rather too short chapter
on 'Neurology in Children'. At times one wishes that the
alterations were more readily identifiable although in other
places they are betrayed by differences in style. Perhaps
subsequent editions might make the emendations more
obvious and record Sir Gordon Holmes' views in a footnote
or appendix. The book is not perfect, but very few books are
and no-one can be abreast of every development. Brouwer's
concept of the eye muscle nuclei, for example, has long been
rendered obsolete by the studies of Professor Warwick. The
neophyte wishing to test taste with the terminals of a torch
battery must choose a weapon which actually has terminals,
otherwise he should make his own electrical taste tester or
try to follow the instructions of Sir Gordon Holmes and
apply sugar, salt, quinine, citric acid in powder to the
anterior and posterior (sic) parts of the tongue. It is amusing
to see the caudate nucleus still omitted from the legend of
Figure 6 or 7, but these are minor blemishes in a valuable
and interesting book.

copyright.
 on M

ay 17, 2023 by guest. P
rotected by

http://pm
j.bm

j.com
/

P
ostgrad M

ed J: first published as 10.1136/pgm
j.45.524.417-a on 1 June 1969. D

ow
nloaded from

 

http://pmj.bmj.com/

