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Books received
Clinical Aspects of Operable Heart Disease. By D. R. KHAN,

R. H. STRANG and W. S. WILSON. Pp. 363, illustrated.
London: Butterworths; New York: Appleton-Century-
Crofts, 1969. £7 5s.

Elements de Genetique Medicale. By J-M. ROBERT. Pp. 254,
illustrated. Lyon: Simep Editions, 1969. Price not given.

Illustrated Manual of Laboratory Diagnosis. By R. DOUGLAS
COLLINS. Pp. 299, illustrated. London: Pitman Medical;
Philadelphia: J. B. Lippincott, 1968. £10 lOs.

Side Effects of Drugs. By L. MEYLER and A. HERXEIMER.
A survey ofunwanted effects of drugs reported in 1965-67.
Volume VI. Pp. xi+561. Amsterdam: Excerpta Medica
Foundation, 1968. £il lOs.

Infectious Diseases: Epidemiology and Clinical Practice.
By A. B. CHRISTIE. Pp. 1047, illustrated. Edinburgh and
London: E. & S. Livingstone, 1969. £6.

Epilepsy. By W. PRYSE-PHILLIPS. Pp. 96, illustrated. Bristol:
John Wright, 1969. 18s.

Book reviews

Operative Surgery; Vascular Surgery
Ed. by C. ROB. Second edition. Pp. 275, illustrated.
London: Butterworths, 1968. Vols. 1-6 (General
Surgery). £50. Full fourteen volume set. £97.
The previous edition of this book has gained a well

deserved place as a standard textbook.
This volume of the recent edition maintains the high

standard of its predecessor. Attractively bound, printed on
heavy, high grade paper, and abounding in well thought out
black and white diagrams, it is a joy to possess and browse
through, quite apart from its factual content. Unfortunately
this, of course, also means it is expensive.
The general layout is much the same except that the

pages are now larger in size and, therefore, easier to read.
This volume contrives to describe the principles of opera-

tive vascular surgery clearly and concisely, without venturing
into any disputatious detail. Hence, although the authorship
is largely transatlantic there is little with which any vascular
surgeons here would disagree.

It is surprising that the Editors do not see fit to include
portal-systemic venous anastomoses. Presumably one has
to buy a further volume of abdominal surgery to find a
description of these procedures. The only other minor
criticism is that most chapters still include a paragraph on
anaesthesia for the particular operation described, which the
reviewer feels is redundant in many cases.

This is a fine book which, with its companion volumes,
will make a useful and gracious addition to the bookshelf
of any surgeon at any level; it is probable, alas, that only
those in the higher levels will be able to afford this and its
twelve companion volumes.

Atherosclerotic Vascular Disease
Ed. by ALBERT BREST and JOHN MOYER. Pp. 552, illus-

trated. London: Butterworths, 1968. £7 6s.
This is an American publication consisting of fifty-one

monographs by different authors. Of these approximately
the first half are devoted to varying aspects of the aetiology
of atherosclerosis and form a comprehensive background
review of the mechanical and metabolic processes which
may be associated with atherogenesis. In general these are
short and crisply written with profuse references at the end
of each chapter and should provide an excellent basis for
anyone interested in current research trends in this complex
and wide field.
The second half comprises a further series of monographs

on more clinical aspects of arteriosclerosis affecting the
coronary carotid, renal and lower limb arteries. These are
more variable in quality, some being well written, others,
particularly those devoted to treatment, are little more than
a recital of their individual authors' results from vascular
operations.

The chapter on the surgery of peripheral arterial
disease in particular, will not find a great deal of agreement
amongst vascular surgeons in this country.

In general the book is attractively presented and adequately
indexed, but price will, of course, limit the size of its potential
market.

Calorie Deficiencies and Protein Deficiencies.
Ed. by R. A. MCCANCE and E. M. WIDDOWSON. Proceedings
of a colloquium held in Cambridge. April 1967. Pp. xiv +
386, illustrated. London: J. & A. Churchill, 1968. £4.
This book describes the Proceedings of a Colloquiums

sponsored by Glaxo Laboratories Limited and held in
Cambridge in April 1967. The organizers made it possible
for forty-one people, working actively on human or animal
malnutrition in different parts of the world, to get together
for 4 days to discuss their work. For anyone interested in
nutrition this book is fascinating.
The clinical aspects of Marasmus and Kwashiorkor are

discussed in detail in papers from South Africa, South
America and India. The difficulties of comparing the clinical
aspects and pathogenesis of malnutrition in different parts
of the world and the importance of making objective assess-
ments was stressed throughout this part of the conference.
For the reader the distinction between Kwashiorkor and
Marasmus becomes blurred and it is clearly difficult to trace
the evolution of protein malnutrition.

Seven papers were presented in the section on 'Pathology',
and here one sees the emphasis moving away from descrip-
tions of the biochemical features of established malnutrition
and towards an assessment of how the body adapts to nutri-
tional stress. The M.R.C. group in Jamaica and workers
in Central and Southern America are particularly responsible
for this development.
Treatment received relatively little attention despite the

fact that there is still a high mortality amongst children
admitted to hospital with malnutrition. Nevertheless, the
paper by Dr Wharton, based on his experiences in Uganda,
provoked a long and lively discussion.
The section on 'Anaemia and Vitamin Deficiency' seems

to have been the least satisfying part of this conference.
No-one was able to correlate the many factors contributing
to anaemia in protein deficiency. It seems likely that individual
variations are so great that no coherent story is possible.
Nevertheless, careful comprehensive studies of individual
cases may eventually throw more light on the mechanisms
of haematopoiesis.
The sections on animal experiments demonstrate the

great progress which has been made in the past 10 years in
producing models for the study of protein-calorie malnutri-
tion. Its effect on the structure and biochemistry of the
central nervous system and the discussion of behavioural
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