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Books received

Cardiac Catheterization and Angiocardiography. By D. VEREL
and R. G. GRAINGER. Foreword by SIR JOHN MCMICHAEL.
Pp. 172, illustrated. Edinburgh and London: E. & S.
Livingstone, 1969. £3.

The Surgical Management of Ulcerative Colitis. By F. C.
WALKER. Pp. 147, illustrated. London: Butterworths,
1969. £2 1Os.

Anaesthetics. By A. B. VAUGHAN. The Oxford Handbooks for
Medical Auxiliaries. Pp. 306, illustrated. London: Oxford
University Press, 1969. £2.

Measurement and Precision in Surgery. Ed. by SIR HEDLEY
ATKINS. Pp. 248, illustrated. Oxford: Blackwell Scientific
Publications, 1969. £2 10s.

The Physiology of Nerve Cells. By J. C. ECCLES. Pp. 269,
illustrated. Johns Hopkins Paperbacks, No. 47, Johns
Hopkins Press. London: Oxford University Press, 1969.
£1 4s.

Serotonin. By IRVINE H. PAGE. Pp. 143. Chicago: Year Book
Medical Publishers; Chichester: John Wiley, 1969. £3 15s.

New Editions
Guide to House Surgeons in the Surgical Unit. By G. J.
FRAENKEL and J. LUDBROOKE. Fourth edition. Pp. 105.
London: William Heinemann, 1969. 13s.

The Cytology of Effusions in the Pleural, Pericardial and
Peritoneal Cavities and of Cerebrospinal Fluid. By A. I.
SPRIGGS and M. M. BODDINGTON. Second edition. Pp.
174, illustrated. London: William Heinemann, 1969. £6 6s.

Operative Surgery, Parts I and II. Ed. by CHARLES ROB,
RODNEY SMITH and SIR CLIFFORD NAUNTON MORGAN.
Second edition. Two volumes (Vols. 4 and 5) Operative
Surgery. Pp. 838, illustrated. London: Butterworths, 1969.
Vols. 1-6, subtitle General Surgery, £50. Fourteen-volume
set, £97.

Book reviews

Nerves and Nerve Injuries
By SYDNEY SUNDERLAND. Pp. xv + 1161, illustrated.
Edinburgh and London: E. & S. Livingstone, 1968.
£12 10s.
Professor Sydney Sunderland has made many notable

personal contributions concerning the structural organization
of peripheral nerves and also on the consequences of nerve
injury and repair following injury. His book is an extensive
review ofthis subject and those neuroanatomists, experimental
pathologists and clinicians working in this field owe him a
considerable debt for having undertaken this gargantuan
task. It is a pity that the rather high price is bound to limit
the number of individuals and libraries that will purchase it.
He begins by summarizing the structural, physiological and
histopathological aspects of peripheral nerves that are
relevant to the later sections. These subsequent sections
include the effects of denervation on bones, joints and
muscles, disturbances of peripheral, sensory and sympathetic
mechanisms following nerve damage, the syndromes resulting
from injury to individual nerves, and the question of the
treatment of nerve injury.
The sections of the book that deal with the researches on

peripheral nerve injury that were made during and im-
mediately following the Second World War, and with which
he was intimately concerned, are the ones that are of greatest
value. The author has perhaps attempted to be too compre-
hensive, for the coverage of some of the more recent electro-
physiological advances is not always fully critical and the
same applies to certain of the clinical sections. It is a pity
that, although published in 1968, contributions to the litera-
ture later than 1964 are almost completely lacking. Neverthe-
less, Professor Sunderland's mammoth work represents a
most important contribution, one of its most notable features
being the way in which he succeeds in closely integrating
information derived from clinical observations on patients
and experimental studies in the laboratory.
Diseases of the Liver and Biliary System
By SHEILA SHERLOCK. Fourth edition. Pp. 809, illustrated.
Oxford: Blackwell Scientific Publications, 1968. £5 5s.
The fourth edition of this well-known textbook incor-

porates the many advances in liver disease that have taken
place in the 5 years which have elapsed since the previous
edition. Diagnostic techniques, such as scintiscanning and

angiography, the various serum antibodies with their
immunofluorescent reactions and immunological basis are
all considered, as well as the use of exchange transfusions,
heterologous liver perfusion and hepatic homotransplanta-
tion. There is an excellent chapter on hepatic drug reactions,
which are becoming so important in common and clinical
practice. The classification and pathogenesis of cirrhosis, the
latest thoughts on alcohol hepato-toxicity, and the modern
concept of intrahepatic cholestasis are all lucidly presented.
Vigorous pruning has allowed the inclusion of 1000 new
references and ninety-six new figures and the book shows no
signs of ageing, though perhaps in places one would have
liked more discussion of opposing viewpoints. This new
edition can, therefore, be as confidently recommended to
the postgraduate student as to all those interested in liver
disease.

Hutchinson's Clinical Methods
Ed. by D. HUNTER and R. R. BOMFORD and revised with
the assistance of D. G. PENNINGTON. Fifteenth edition.
Pp. 416, illustrated. London: Bailliere, Tindall &
Cassell, 1968. £1.
The first edition of this book was published in 1897 and

this, the fifteenth edition, in September 1968. This reflects
the usefulness and popularity of the book and the authors
deserve our congratulations and thanks in producing this
up-to-date edition. There is a completely new chapter on the
clinical assessment of metabolic disorders, and the remaining
text is completely revised.

In spite of the modern computer age, bed-side diagnosis
and manners should not be allowed to recede, as in my
opinion, the patient-doctor relationship by the sick-bed is of
paramount importance. It promotes confidence and respect
and this new edition will continue to guide not only the
medical students, but all the clinicians in the English speaking
world where it will be read and cherished as were its pre-
decessors.

May and Worth's Manual of the Diseases of the Eye
By T. K. LYLE, A. G. CROSS and C. A. G. COOK. Thirteenth
edition. Pp. xi + 796, illustrated. London: Bailliere,
Tindall & Cassell, 1968. £3 10s.
The thirteenth edition of this well-known manual is long

overdue, the previous edition having appeared as long ago
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