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Books received
Modern Trends in Cardiac Surgery, Vol. 2. Edited by G. H.
WOOLER and E. ABERDEEN. Pp. 248, illustrated. Lonidon:
Butterworths, 1968. 65s.

Les Rythmes. Proceedings of a conference held in Lyon,
December 1967. Pp. 350, illustrated. Lyon: Simep Editions,
1968. Price not given.

Liver Biopsy Interpretation. By PE'UER SCHEUER. Pp. 138,
illustrated. London: Bailliere, Tindall & Cassell, 1968. 85s.

Antimicrobial Agents and Chemotherapy 1967. Edited by
G. L. HOBBY. Proceedings of the 7th Interscience Con-
ference on Antimicrobial Agents and Chemotherapy 1967.
Pp. 779, illustrated. American Society for Microbiology,
1968. Edinburgh and London: E. & S. Livingstone, 1968.
£7.

Current Medical Research. Reprint of articles in the Medical
Research Council's Annual Report, April 1967 to March
1968. London: Her Majesty's Stationery Office, 1968.
1Os 6d.

Pathology Annual, Vol. 3. Series editor S. C. SOMMERS.
Pp. 466, illustrated. New York: Appleton-Century-Crofts;
London: Butterworths, 1968. £6 18s.

Nerves and Nerve Injuries. By S. SUNDERLAND. Pp. 1161,
illustrated Edinburgh and London: E. & S. Livingstone,
1968. £12 lOs.

Calorie Deficiencies and Protein Deficiencies. Edited by R. A.
MCCANCE and E. M. WIDDOWSON. Proceedings of a
Colloquium held in Cambridge, April 1967. Pp. xiv+ 386,
illustrated. London: J. & A. Churchill, 1968. 80s.

New Editions
Oral Microbiology and In.fectious Disease. By G. W. BURNETT
and H. W. SCHERP. Third edition. Baltimore: Williams &
Wilkins; Edinburgh and London: E. & S. Livingstone,
1968. £7 5s.

The Principles and Practice of Medicine. Edited by A. M.
HARVEY et al. with fifty-nine contributors. Seventeenth
edition. Pp. xxiii + 1437, illustrated. New York: Appleton-
Century-Crofts; London: Butterworths, 1968. £7 18s.

Operative Surgery. Vascular Surgery. Edited by C. ROB.
Second edition. Pp. 275, illustrated. London: Butter-
worths, 1968. Volumes 1-6 (General Surgery), £50. Full
fourteen-volume set, £97.

Book reviews
Cardiac Pathology

By ROBERT LANNIGAN. Pp. 385, illustrated. London:
Butterworths, 1966. £5 16s.

This work is presented as a short but comprehensive text-
book on the pathology of heart disease. This aim is admirably
achieved in certain chapters, such as rheumatic heart disease,
diseases of the coronary arteries and physiological aspects of
normal cardiac output and cardiac failure.
Some readers will disagree with the author's over-emphasis

on certain rare diseases in such a volume. These are surely
subjects for the larger reference works? Unfortunately this
feature of the book presents an inbalance that would be
confusing to the undergraduate and to some postgraduate
readers. The chapter on congenital heart disease and heart
disease in childhood is especially confusing in its sequence of
presentation and in certain factual statements, such as the
definition of Eisenmenger's complex.
The major cardiac topics reviewed, accompanied by up

to date references and inclusion of electron-microscopy
findings will certainly prove a boon to some postgraduate
readers working for specialist examinations.

The Myocardial Cell. Structure, Function and Modification
by Cardiac Drugs

Edited by STANLEY A. BRILLER and H. L. CONN, JR.
Third International Symposium of Heart Association
of South-Eastern Pennsylvania. Pp. 374, illustrated.
Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press; London:
Oxford University Press, 1967. 64s.

The report of this Symposium fills a large gap in the basic
ignorance of cardiologists, both clinical and physiological.
Most of this basic biophysical and biochemical work appears
in a variety of journals not usually read by clinicians.

In this volume many major contributions are collected
under one cover to provide an admirable, up to date review
that is not only readable, but understandable to the layman
at 'cell level'.

Cellular structure and function, membrane properties and
mechanics and the biochemical implications are reviewed.

On the physio-pharmacological aspects there are chapters
on antiarrhythmic agents, glycosides and catecholamines.
Thus clinicians, physiologists and pharmacologists will all
find this work of considerable interest and value.
The editors are to be congratulated on the organization

of such a Symposium. This type of presentation appears to
be the only solution to the communication failure between
specialists, albeit within a single discipline.

Foetal and Neonatal Physiology. A Comparative Study of the
Changes at Birth

By G. S. DAWES. Pp. 247, illustrated. Chicago: Year
Book Medical Publishers; Chichester: John Wiley,
1968. 103s.

Dr Dawes' work in the much neglected field of foetal and
neonatal physiology is internationally famous. The logistic
problems of examining an intra-uterine foetus are enormous,
but by piecing together information from varied sources, a
picture begins to emerge. This book will be welcomed by
many as a progress report of available information.
The scope is the whole mammalian group. The respiratory

and cardiovascular systems dominate the book, and smaller
sections are devoted to temperature regulation, growth, and
the placenta. In the preface the author admits that these
latter subjects are cursorily described, and that others are
entirely omitted. In attempting to break down the problems
the concept ofa foeto-placental unit has been lost on occasions.
The applied human physiologist will require to evaluate

the animal experiments with caution. This makes the material
more stimulating: medical workers are often ignorant of
advances in veterinary science and vice versa. Dr Dawes
gives us his personal conclusions in the respiratory and
cardio-vascular sections. In the areas of ignorance the
problems are outlined and lines of research which seem
valuable to the author are suggested. So much material is
included that the book is fairly heavy reading for the ob-
stetrician or paediatrician dabbling in these fields; however
it is a pool of information and reference which would repay
many occasional dips.
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