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The Ciba Collection of Medical Illustrations, Vol. 4, Endocrine
System and Selected Metabolic Diseases

By FRANK H. NETTER. Guest Editor: PETER H.
FORSHAM. Pp. 287, Colour plates 222. Available from
Ciba offices in many countries (U.K. 77 High Street,
Watford). U.S.A. $22, U.K. £9 3s. 4d.

Dr Netter's renowned diagrams, which are so ingeniously
drawn, contain such a remarkable amount of information,
have been admirably printed in colour in New York and
make a splendid teaching atlas and introductory textbook
of Endocrinology. Other volumes in this beautiful series
cover the nervous system, reproductive system, upper
digestive tract, lower digestive tract and the liver, biliary
tract and pancreas. The plates can also be supplied in
the form of transparencies for projection at lectures, for
I s. 6d. each. Those who enjoy a visual presentation of

data and who learn most through the eye will find these
volumes particularly valuable, while the coloured diagrams
of metabolic pathways will help both lecturers and readers
in more theoretical studies.
Dr Netter has been assisted in the preparation of both

text and figures by thirty distinguished contributors. The
result is an authoritative volume on Endocrinology (which
lends itself particularly well to this type of treatment).
Here and there criticisms can be made, e.g. the inclusion
of the Waterhouse-Friderichsen syndrome under adrenal
deficiency (though it is true that the text is more guarded
and contains a clear implication that these are not quite
the same thing). It is a pity (particularly for Ciba!) that
this volume was evidently prepared before Synacthen,
though it includes metyrapone tests. The T3 red-cell
uptake is also mentioned as a measure of thyroid function,
not the resin uptake which is now in general use.
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