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Physiology of the cerebro-spinal fluid
By H. DAVSON. Pp. vii+475, illustrated. London:
J. & A. Churchill. 1967. 84s.

Ten years ago the author prefaced his book The Physiology
of the Ocular and Cerebro-Spinal Fluids with a note that the
problems discussed belonged to the backwaters of physiology.
There has evidently been some turbulence in the backwater
since that date for so much new material has accumulated
that the present volume is devoted exclusively to the cerebro-
spinal fluid.
The first chapter is in fact concerned with morphology but

includes sections on comparative anatomy and the ultra-
structure of some of the relevant tissues recently revealed
with the electron microscope. The remainder is concerned
with the problems of secretion, absorption, chemical com-
position and pressure of the fluid and due consideration is
given to the 'blood-brain barrier' and the effect of various
disease states.
There must be few in medicine that are not concerned

with some aspect of this subject, the surgeon with cerebral
oedema, the physician with meningitis, the paediatrician
with kernicterus, all are represented.
The book is well printed and referenced and is of

reasonable size. No postgraduate should be without this
excellent work.

Endocrine genetics
Memoirs of the Society for Endocrinology No. 15.
Edited by S. A. SPRICKETT and J. M. G. SHIRE. Pp.
xv+325, illustrated. Cambridge: University Press.
1967. 70s.

This book represents the proceedings of a 3-day symposium
held in Cambridge in March 1966. The meeting was
conceived and arranged by Dr Sprickett and it is indeed sad
that he died later that year.
The purpose of the symposium was to bring together

contributors from the many disciplines that have become
concerned with the mode of action of hormones including
physiologists, chemists and geneticists. One-third of the
conference was specifically devoted to this problem, the
remainder was concerned with gene variations in endocrine
systems and quantitative variations in endocrine structure
and function.

Inevitably the recorded proceedings of a meeting of this
type lack the coherence of subject and style that may be
found in the work of a single author. Outweighing the

disadvantages is the benefit of a series of up-to-date com-
mentaries by experts in their particular fields. Of particular
interest to postgraduates will be the several communications
concerning corticosteroids and their mode of action.
For its price this volume could have been produced with

a better paper although it is well bound. It will be of value
as a source of references for research workers and for those
who wish to appraise the present status of this exciting new
field.

Gastrin, Proceedings of a Conference held in September 1964.
Edited by MORTON I. GROSSMAN. Pp. 351, illustrated.
London : Butterworths. 1966. 86s.

This volume presents a record of the conference on
'Gastrin' held in September 1964 and sponsored by the
School of Medicine of the University of California, Los
Angeles, under the Chairmanship of Dr Morton I. Grossman
who is also editor of the book.
The book is an edited collection of contributions by leading

workers and some of the most outstanding names in gastro-
intestinal physiology today. The contributors give a
comprehensive coverage of the isolation and characterization
of gastrin; its physiological function and interrelationships
with the vagal and histamine effect on gastric mucosa; a
review of gastrin-like activity in tumour; the question of an
antral chalone and the effect of gastrin on pancreatic
secretion. The concluding chapter by the Chairman is a
thoughtful and lucid analysis of the salient points developed
by the meeting. Each chapter is followed by relevant
discussion and a bibliography. In addition there is an
appended bibliography covering some important references
on gastrin and gastric physiology which have appeared in
the literature from the date of the conference to the time of
publication in 1966. Many of these represent the publication
in extenso of data presented for the first time at the
conference.

This symposium followed closely in the wake of the
isolation, purification and synthesis of gastrin from hog
antral mucosa by Professor Gregory and his colleagues.
The impetus which this gave to the investigation of. its
physiological role and place in pathological conditions such
as the Zollinger-Ellison Syndrome is well recorded in this
volume.
The body of investigation and ideas contained therein

will be of value to everyone with a specialized interest in
gastrin or gastroenterology for many years to come.
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