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Books received
Systemic Pathology. By G. PAYLING WRIGHT and W. ST. C.

SYMMERS. Pp. 1675 with indexes, illustrated. Volumes I
and II. London : Longmans, Green. 1966. 320s.

Doctors and State Medicine. A Study of the British Health
Service. By GORDON FORSYTH. Pp. 169. London: Pitman
Medical. 1966. 30s.

Pancreatitis. By T. T. WHITE. Pp. ix + 214, illustrated.
London : Edward Arnold. 1966. 80s.

Laboratory Handbook of Chromatographic Methods. Edited
by O. MIKES. Pp. 434, illustrated. London, etc. : D. Van
Nostrand. 1966. 75s.

Cardiac Pathology. By R. LANNIGAN. Pp. 385, illustrated.
London : Butterworths. 1966. £5 16s.

The Pathology of Limb Ischaemia. By J. HENRY DIBLE.
Pathological Monographs, edited by Sir Roy Cameron and
Professor G. Payling Wright, No. 3. Pp. 100, illustrated.
Edinburgh and London : Oliver & Boyd. 1966. 57s 6d.

Twenty Cases Suggestive of Reincarnation. By I. STEPHENSON.
Proceedings of the American Society for Psychical
Research, Vol. XXVI. Pp. x + 362. New York: American
Society for Psychical Research. Tadworth, Surrey:
M. C. Peto. 1966. 32s.

Laparoscopy in Gynaecology. By P. C. STEPTOE. Pp. viii +
93, illustrated. Edinburgh and London: E. & S. Living-
stone. 1967. 40s.

Advances in Biology of Skin. Vol. VII. Carcinogenesis,
edited by WILLIAM MONTAGNA and RICHARD L. DOBSON.
Pp. xiii+358, illustrated. Oxford, London, etc.: Pergamon
Press. 1966. £5 10s.

The Myocardial Cell. Structure, Function and Modification
by Cardiac Drugs. Edited by S. A. BRILLER and H. C.
CONN, JR. Heart Association of Southeastern Pennsyl-
vania. Third International Symposium. Pp. 374,
illustrated. Philadelphia : University Press; London :
Oxford University Press. 1967. 64s.

Book reviews

Advances in Respiratory Physiology
Edited by COLIN G. CARO. Pp. 348, illustrated.
London: Edward Arnold. 1966. 75s.

Eight distinguished research workers are responsible for
chapters of a very high general standard effectively des-
cribing many of the growing points in this rapidly advancing
science. The book is strictly a physiological text and in
places makes difficult reading for the non-specialist.
Professor Farhi himself says of his own subject (ventilation-
perfusion relationships) 'Most writers in this area become
resigned to the fact that they are speaking to but a small
group, even among the respiratory physiologists.' However,
there is a clear and deceptively simple account of the use of
radioactive gases to study regional differences in blood flow
and ventilation and another on the subject of cerebro-spinal
fluid and the regulation of respiration. There is only one
poor contribution 'Tissue Respiration' which is pedestrian
and unstimulating.
The book is beautifully produced, well illustrated and it

gives hundreds of references all by their full titles. It will be
found very useful by perhaps rather a small range of medical
and other scientists.

Hospital Infection, Causes and Prevention, 2nd edn.
By R. E. O. WILLIAMS, R. BLOWERS, L. P. GARROD and
R. A. SHOOTER. Pp. xii-+ 386, illustrated. London:
Lloyd-Luke (Medical Books). 1966. 45s.

The new edition of this authoritative work which has been
extensively revised will be welcome by all concerned with the
problems of hospital infection. The first half of the book
deals with the epidemiology of hospital infection and it
is evident that further research is still needed to clarify
the mode of transmission of many infections. Although
staphylococci are ubiquitous there seems little evidence to
contradict the view that the removal of cases with obvious
sepsis to isolation will do most to limit spread. In a maternity
unit there is no convincing picture of any one route by which
staphylococci are disseminated. A better balance is achieved
in this edition by devoting more space to non-staphylococcal
infections.

It is only in the chapters dealing with the various infections
encountered in hospital that the clinician might dispute a

few of the statements made. It is rare, for example, for herpes
zoster to arise from a case of varicella. No mention is made
of non-bacterial infantile gastroenteritis which at the present
time is the cause of a majority of the severe cases with the
decline in incidence and severity of the pathogenic serotypes
of E. coli. Unfortunately attempts to isolate a virus have
been unsuccessful in most cases.
The second half of the book deals with the control of

hospital infection and will be invaluable to those planning
new hospitals or dealing with day-to-day problems in
hospitals which have long outlived their usefulness for the
practice of modern medicine. It is unfortunate that in the
majority of hospitals only lip service is paid to control of
infection and the control of infection officer is either inactive
or lacks effective support. The chapters dealing with archi-
tecture, operating suite design, control of infection in wards,
sterilization and disinfection will do much to stimulate
further thought on problems which do not get the attention
they deserve.

This book should be read by all doctors as well as nurses
and administrators. More interest must be shown if greater
success is to be achieved in the control of hospital infection.
To understand a problem is certainly more than halfway to
its solution. Many doctors hardly admit that the problem
exists in their hospital and, as the authors state, the problem
is a universal one and whoever claims that his hospital is free
from such troubles need only be invited to open his eyes a
little wider.

The Aetiology of Compressed Air Intoxication and
Inert Gas Narcosis

By P. B. BENNETT. Vol. 31 of International Series of
Monographs in Pure and Applied Biology-Zoology.
Pp. xvi+ 116, illustrated. Oxford: Pergamon Press.
1966. 35s.

In this age of rapid technical advancement it is easier to
penetrate some 850 miles into outer space than descend
1000 ft into the sea. Dr Bennett in his monograph The
Aetiology of Compressed Air Intoxication and Inert Gas
Narcosis deals very fully with one of the most telling
problems associated with hyperbaric conditions.
He begins his book with an introduction that is un-
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