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The orthopaedic management was reviewed by several
speakers. The work of Sharrard in this field is pre-
eminent and he stated the aims to be correction of
deformity, correction of balance at each joint, and the
provision of external splinting where necessary. With
correct management, a surprisingly large proportion of
myelomeningocoele children can become able to walk.
This is a statement that many others are finding to be
true, but still more need to be convinced. Roaf em-
phasised the importance of muscle spasm and spastic
paralysis, complicating what is essentially a lower motor
neurone lesion.

Strach described a double walking instrument that
enables a child to stand on his feet at fourteen months,
and to become ambulant at the normal age. The value
of this has been proved by others, it being of value to
the whole personality of the child to stand upright and
become ambulant at the normal age.
The cases where severe spinal deformity occurs

provide a problem for which there is so far, no satis-
factory answer.
The emotional and social aspects of the child and

parents were then discussed. The emotional reaction of
the parents, amounting almost to a guilt complex, can
seriously hinder the management of the child. Many of
the patients in hospital are there for social reasons,
either because they are rejected or that the parent just
cannot cope. Education is a serious problem to the
incontinent child, and special schools, followed by
sheltered workshops are the only solution.

This a quite a formidable publication to read because
it covers many specialities, and yet it is real frontier
medicine and frontier surgery. This is the problem of
the future in the realm of crippling diseases. All those
interested in this problem should read all the papers.

Spinal Cord Diseases - A Radiological and Myelogaphic
Analysis.

By 0. LOMBARDI, and A. PASSERINI, Pp. x + 157,
illustrated. Baltimore: Williams and Wilkins.
Edinburgh and London: E. & S. Livingstone. 1964.
72s.

This outstanding monograph is written by the radio-
logists at the Milan Neurological Institute. It is a
comprehensive review of over 1,200 cases of spinal cord
disease studied in Milan up to 1962. The volume is
quite small and can be read through in an evening. It
contains however a wealth of information about diseases
of the spine.
The first section analyses the material and it is interest-

ing that about half the cases examined suffered from
disc lesions. The vast majority of these were lumbar in
situation.
Over 300 tumours were seen and amongst these the

most important were neurofibroma, meningioma and
glioma. Many rare conditions were also encountered
and these are fully documented and described.

This book is a valuable addition to the literature and
should be read by all radiologists concerned with
diagnosis of diseases of the spine.

Renal Function and Renal Failure
L. M. BERNSTEIN, J. S. ALLENDER, A. S. ELsTEIN and
R. B. EPSTEIN. Pp. 215. Edinburgh and London:
E. and S. Livingstone. Baltimore: Williams and
Wilkins. 1965. 60s.

This paper-back by a Professor of Medicine, a
Clinical Instructor of Medicine, a Research Associate in

Medical Education and a Psychologist in the University
of Illinois is subtitled a "programmed text." Brief
statements of fact are followed by multiple-choice
questions. Selection of the correct answer leads to a
further statement with more questions. If the reader
chooses the wrong answer his error is explained and he
is directed back to the question again. The text therefore
consists of a large number (804) of paragraphs arranged
in chapters so that the possible answers to a question
are on different pages. Diagrams are together at the
back of the book. "Reading" is a labour and there is
no question of dipping into the book; completion of a
chapter leaves a sense of achievement.

Chapters on Renal Physiology, Renal Failure and
Electrolyte and Fluid Disorders are included. The form
of the book gives it many limitations. There is no room
for discussion of alternative views on any topic and
some of the questions seem rather pointless except as
bridges between statements of fact.

There is no doubt that this is an excellent but time-
consuming method of learning detail for the student or
postgraduate who requires constant stimulation, super-
vision and self-examination but the A-stream student
would probably prefer to use a conventional text.

The Remote Effects of Cancer on the Nervous System.
Contemporary Neurology Symposia, vol. 1. Edited
by LORD BRAIN and FORBES H. NORRIS, Jr. Pp. x+230.
New York and London: Grune and Stratton. 1965.
514.75.

The non-metastatic effects of cancer on the nervous
system have been extensively studied in recent years and
the publication of this symposium is therefore timely,
providing as it does a survey of the current views in this
field by many of those who have been actively involved
in their development.
The first section is devoted to a discussion of the

clinical syndromes that are encountered and begins
with able reviews on progressive multifocal leucoen-
cephalopathy by E. P. Richardson and on subacute
cerebellar degeneration by Lord Brain and Marcia
Wilkinson. This is followed by a paper by F. H. Norris
and W. K. Engel claiming an association between cancer
and amyotrophic lateral sclerosis. Although recent
studies have shown that a syndrome resembling ALS
may occur in patients with carcinoma, it does not seem
justifiable to accept the conclusion of Norris and Engel
without further verification, particularly in view of the
scepticism voiced by R. D. Adams in the discussion of
their paper.
The second section, also on clinical syndromes, is

devoted to neuromuscular disorders, with chapters on
carcinomatous neuromyopathy, myasthenia gravis and
thymoma, and the myasthenic syndrome associated with
lung cancer. The ensuing discussion shows that there is
still much to be learned in this field and that we are not
yet in a position to adopt a generally acceptable termino-
logy for these disorders.
The next two sections deal with a consideration of the

possible mechanisms responsible for these remote effects
and contain some of the most stimulating contributions
in the volume, particularly with respect to the possible
role of immunological mechanisms. The book is con-
cluded by a useful 'epilogue' which provides a guide to
the classification and investigation of the neurological
disorders associated with neoplasms, prepared by Lord
Brain and R. D. Adams, and which synthesizes much of
the material discussed in the symposium.

by copyright.
 on M

ay 17, 2023 by guest. P
rotected

http://pm
j.bm

j.com
/

P
ostgrad M

ed J: first published as 10.1136/pgm
j.42.492.665-a on 1 O

ctober 1966. D
ow

nloaded from
 

http://pmj.bmj.com/

