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Controversial Aspects of the Management of Retinal
Detachment

Edited by C. L. SCHEPENS and C. D. J. REGAN.
Pp. xxi + 374 illustrated. London: J. & A.
Churchill. 1965. £5 15s.

This book is the outcome of the International
conference of the Retina Foundation of Boston, held
in May, 1962. The papers and discussions have been
edited by Doctors C. L. Schepens and C. D. J.
Regan, who state in the preface thiat they, "have
attempted to point out the areas of controversy in
the subjects considered and at the same time to
minimise the confusion which might puzzle the
reader with limited experience in the problems dis-
cussed". It is unfortunate that it should have taken
three years to present the work of this conference
in a form that has lost the impact of the original
presentation without gaining the organization of a
text,book.
The book is divided into four sections, pre-operative

examination, treatment, complications and pathology,
and post-operative management and results. Each
paper is followed by a discussion section. This
arrangement provides some artificial barriers, strik-
ingly obvious in the case of photocoagulation which
is the subject of separate papers under the headings
of Treatment, and Complications. The subject matter
ranges widely, the optics of indirect ophthalmoscopy,
the detailed technique of scleral buckling with
silicone rubber straps, and the statistics of results
are included. Perhaps the most illuminating section
is that devoted to the pathology of complications,
ischaenTic necrosis of the anterior segment is well
descriibed and related to interference with the long
posterior and anterior ciliary arteries. Glaucoma
in relation to detachment surgery, post-operative
infection, erosion by implants, and -the techniques
and complications of the release of subretinail fluid
all receive careful consideration.
The book is authoritative; though biased towards

American thought it presents international opinion,
particularly in the discussions. The information is
well documented and deals mostly with established
techniques land their hazards. Those practising or
training in Ophthalmic surgery will find easily acces-
sible information and opinion to guide them in an
enlightened approach to retinal detachment. iBut the
book is of necessity too fragmentary to be of service
to inexperienced students of ophthalmology.

Complications after Cataract Surgery
Edited by FREDERICK H. THEODORE with 31
contributory authors. Pp. xv + 672, illustrated.
London: J. & A. Churchill. 1965. £5.15s.

This book is a collection of esays by thirty-one
contributors, mostly American, under the editorship
of Frederick H. Theodore. Each author gives his
personal views on a subject of which he has
particular experience, chosen within the general
framework of the title, "Complications after Cataract
Surgery". The style varies from the discursive
essay of Arthur Linksz on the "Optical Complications
of Aphakia", to the terse, valuable chapter on the
"Pathogenesis of Complications following Cataract
Surgery" by A. Marvin Gillman, whose tightly
packed se itences make heavy reading.
The standard of contributions is high, and the

subjects well, though unevenly covered. The nature
of the book is such as to commend it strongly to

those with a groundwork of knowledge. The chapters
on post-operative infection from the diagnostic,
therapeutic and prophylactic points of view, contain
many new ideas of importance to the practising
surgeon. Post-operative mycotic endophthalmitis.
culture of anterior chamber aspirates, the place of
steroids, and the choice of local and systemic anti-
biotic combinations are amongst matters discussed.
There is a full exposition of pupillary block in

apsakia, with a discussion of its effects on aqueous
circulation and the manoeuvres employed to over-
come the consequent shallow anterior chamber.
Other interesting topics include corneal oedema,
post-operative anterior synechia, flat chamber,
glaucoma, and medical complications. The operative
technique of the division of anterior synechiae and
treatment of flat chamber is minutely described, but
the technique of cyclodialysis which is a contro-
versial subject, is omitted.

Cataract extraction in the presence of complicat-
ing circumstances is considered; these include
previous keratoplasty and glaucoma surgery,
congenital cataract and lens displacement. Though
not strictly within the compass of the title these
are interesting contributions. Though not a systematic
treatise, the book is of value to the discerning
reader, and enlivens the subject with a refreshing
diversity of opinion.

Recent Advances in Gastroenterology
Edited by J. BADENOCH and B. N. BROOKE.
Pp. viii + 381, illu-5trated. London: J. and A.
Churchill. 1965. 65s.

During the past twenty years advances in our
knowledge of gastroenterology have been so rapid
and so extensive that it is difficult even for the
practising gastroenterologist -to keep pace with all
of them.

"Recent Advances in Gastroenterology" fills a
gap in the literature on this subject and the Ediitors
are to be congratulated in their choice of subjects
and in the manner of their presentation. It is hoped
that the book will be re-edited at regular, and not
infrequent, intervals.

This work reviews many recent developments in
gastroenterology from a clinical aspect, and covers
the more scientific aspects of recent advances in
language not too technical for the average clinician.
It is recommended to practising gastroenterologists,
to clinicians practising general medicine and surgery,
and to examiners and examinees.
No reference library in a 'hospital where general

medicine and surgery are practised should be without
it.

The Year Book of General Surgery (1964-1965 Year
Book Series)
Edited by MICHAEL DE BAKEY. Pp. 637,
illustrated. Chicago: Year Book Medical
Publishers. London: Lloyd-Luke. 1965. 64s.

The Year Book of General Surgery 1964-1965
series from Chicago "makes available in detailed
abstract form the working essence of the cream of
recent international medicoscientific literature". Its
distinguished editor is Dr. De Bakey. 120 of the
600 odd pages are devoted to the Heart and Vessels
and 200 to the Abdomen.
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There is an extensive review of gastric freezing
for the treatment of gastroduodenal ulceration. De
Bakey in a footnote of critical comment considers
it is unifortunate that it has been so widely used
before it had been thorougihly evaluated and tech-
nically mastered, and believes it is doubtful value
and that its place will be limited.

In this issue there is a new chapter on Trans-
plantation and Artificial Organs.
The Year Book offers stimulating reading and

Surgeons will find much of interest.

Medicine in Britain-A Guide for Overseas Doctors
C. ALLAN BIRCH. Pp. xii + 316, illustrated.
London: Balliere, Tindall and Cassell. 1966.
35s

Dr. Allan Birch has packed a remarkable amount
of information into this book: there are sections
on the National Health Service and on British
medical practice and one giving General Information.
There are 70 pages containing useful advice in
Medicine, 'Paediatrics, Surgery, Obstetrics and
Gynaecology contributed by himself and three
colleagues and there is a final Historical Section.
The material is compressed for the sake of brevity
and the result is a book to be dipped into rather
than read through. It will need regular revision
if it is to keep abreast of the changing scene in
medical practice in this country and information
about the Commonwealth Scholarship and other
schemes will be of great importance to readers.

This book will be very valuable to overseas
graduates whilst graduates of British universities
will find -in it a source book for a great deal of
varied information which they might have difficulty
in tracing otherwise. It should find a place in all
hospital libraries.

The Pediatric Patient 1%5.
Edited by S. R. GUSTAFSON and D. B. COURSIN.
Pp. 216, illustrated. Philadelphia and Montreal:
J. B. Lippincott. London: Pitman Medical. 1965.
SOs.

This is the third annual edition of this book. It
has continued to increase in size and scope and at
the same time the quality of production has
improved. The Authors' stated object is to acquaint
the "practitioner in pediatrics" with some of the
advances in medicine relevant to his subject and
this they do by means of short but well written
reviews of recent literature on selected -topics. They
contrive to be more up-to-date than most textbooks,
but are not too heavily burdened with references.
The subject matter is wide in scope and this year

includes sections on 'The New Immunology', allergic
disease, the newborn, new syndromes, vision and
adolescence. The new text concludes, as before, with
a "miscellany in brief". The result is a pleasing
and stimulating commentary on numerous aspects
of the paediatric world, and it must surely be one
of the few medical publications that actually invites
criticism from its readers and requests suggestions
for topics to be included in subsequent issues.
Although there is no exact British equivalent of

the American "practising pediatrician" for whom
the work is intended, nevertheless, all those who are
involved in the care of children in this country will
enjoy this publication.

The Practitioner's Illustrated Dermatology
HOWARD T. BEHRMAN and THEODORE A. LABOW.
Pp. x + 189, illustrated. New York and London:
Grune and Stratton. 1965. $9.75.

There has been a spate of new books on
dermatology for the practitioner in recent years.
Fortunately they differ greatly from each other and
the intending buyer has a good choice of size, price,
style, and emphasis. This new book makes no
bones about what it intends to do. Its object
is to be as helpful as possible clinically and to
omit all theoretical material. It is simple, straight-
forward, and completely dogmatic and it succeeds
in what it attempts. The commonest skin disorders
are taken in alphabetical order and their most
important synonyms are given. The left hand page
is given to clear, bright, colour photographs with
the text on the right. Each disorder is described
clearly but very briefly and the treatment is given
fairly ifully under the headings Internal and External.
The last section of the book is a detailed formulary
which contains a practical mixture of official
remedies and American proprietory preparations.
Finally there is a satisfactory index. The book is
well produced with large type on good paper. The
colour photographs are mostly well chosen and
well reproduced. It is easy to disagree with some
of the details, and it must always be so with this
kind of dogmatic and somewhat oversimplified text.
Thus the dietetic restrictions demanded in sufferers
from acne vulgaris seem to be excessive. These
disagreements are unimportant and merely reflect
differences in practice among dermatologists. The
only serious adverse criticism is the inadequacy of
the treatment iof chronic leg ulcers. For those who
do not mind the price, this book is recommended.

Psychiatric Hospital Care
A Symposium edited by HUGH FREEMAN. Pp. 301.
London: Bailliere, Tindall & Cassell. l965. 50s.

This book contains 32 articles given by Consultant
Psychiatrists at a Symposium held at the M,iddlesex
Hospital in January, 1964. The subject matter includes
Mental Hospital Administration, the establishment of
"Therapeutic Communities", Rehabilitation, Out-
patient Departments, Day Hospitals, Psychiatric
Units in General Hospitals, Community Care and
Psychogeriatrics.
The Symposium has attracted many of the pioneers

related to the various subjects and much of the
material has been the subject of previous publications.
The articles are mainly of a high standard and the
writing is ,often pungent and authoritative. There is
some overlap -of material discussed and ocasionally
authors have taken opposite view points but this in
no way detracts from the value of the book. In
discussing the role of admission u-nits one author
takes the view that a unit should cater for all types
of patients and feels "There is no evidence as far
as we are aware that one type of patient, whether
young or old, has had a deleterious effect upon any
other patient"; while other authors endeavour to
create group cohesion upon their wards by careful
classification of patients.
Some 'old guard' attitudes still prevail, e.g. m

Chapter 6 discussing the Team System "Tihe recogni-
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