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BOOK REVIEWS
Pain in the Chest

WILLIAM H. WEHRMACHER. Pp. xiii + 403
illustrated. Springfield, Illinois: Charles C.
Thomas. 1964. $14.00.

An attempt has been made in this book to describe
every possible condition that could at any time have
caused pain in the chest. A great deal of work has
gone into its preparation and many references are
given at the end of each chapter. In the first section
the importance of history-taking is stressed, how to
examine the patient and the laboratory investigations
which may be helpful. The second section, which
comprises nearly a third of the book, is concerned
mainly with coronary infarction, giving all details of
diagnosis and treatment. It also contains a very full
account of all the possible causes of pulmonary
hypertension. The author is a cardiologist and his
main interests are clearly reflected in this part of
the book. The remainder of the book is concerned
mainly with surgical conditions, not only in the chest
but also giving an account of painful conditions of
the shoulder joint and of the cervical spine and
thoracic inlet. A chapter on many acute aWominal
emergencies is also included for good measure. It
would have seemed more natural for the last part
of this book to have been written by a thoracic
surgeon, because a number of the views expressed
and indications for thoracic surgery are open to
criticism (p. 286). It is generally agreed that active
treatment is indicated for a pneumothorax by air
aspiration or intercostal intubation, so saving several
weeks of unnecessary hospitalisation (p. 296). Small
hiatus herniae often give rise to the severest of
symptoms and there is no reason why such a patient
should be denied the benefits of surgery (p. 297).
Palliative therapy by Mousseau Barbin and Celestin
tu-bes for inoperable oesophageal cancer can give
excellent palliation, and many lower-third growths
can be completely removed with acceptable survival
rates. This book would be of value to chest and
general physicians as a library reference book, but
it is very doubtful if a postgraduate reading for
higher qualifications would get value for his money
were he to purchase it.

Surgical ainicopathological Conferences of the
Maschusetts General Hospital

Edited by B. CASTLEMAN and J. F. BuRKE.
Pp. xii + 249, illustrated. Boston, Mass: Little,
Brown. London: J. & A. Churchill. 1964. 90s.

The Clinicopathological Conferences of the Massa-
chusetts General Hospital are justly famous, and
many people get pleasure from reading the reports
of them in the New England Journal of Medicine.
This volume contains the text of 50 conferences on
cases of surgical interest, selected from the reports of
over 3,000 conferences reported in the New England
Medical Journal. Each case presents a fascinating
clinical problem, reported in detail, with the
comments of many distinguished surgeons, patho-
logists and radiologists. The book is beautifully pub-
lished, with a very high quality of illustrations. The
range of subjects covered is wide, and there is some-
thing to interest surgeons of all tastes. A book for
browsing rather than close study, but nonetheless a
worthy record of the high standard of work at this
famous hospital.

Clinical Applications of Hyperbaric Oxygen
Edited by I. BOEREMA, W. H. BRUMMELKAMP and
N. G. MEIJNE. Proceedings of 1st International
Congress, Amsterdam Sept. 1963. Pp. ix + 427
illustrated. Amsterdam, London, New York:
Elsevier. 1964. 110s.

The Dutch have been pioneers in recent years in
evaluating high pressure oxygen in medicine.
Appropriately, the First World Congress on the
Clinical Application of Hyperbaric Oxygen was held
in Amsterdam in September 1963, and this well
produced and intensely interesting book is the pub-
lished proceedings of that Congress.
An opening chapter skilfully puts the subject into

historical perspective and is followed by a lengthy
series of papers devoted to the uses of hyperbaric
oxygen in medical treatment. Undoubtedly the most
significant results have been obtained in patients
treated for gas gangrene and for carbon monoxide
poisoning. The exposure of malignant tumours to
hyperbaric oxygen during radiotherapy is already
known to be of value, but less convincing has been
the result of the application of hyperbaric oxygen
to patients infected with tetanus, cases of cardiac
infarction or peripheral vascular occlusion.
The complexities of cardio-vascular surgery with

hypothermia and cardio-pulmonary bypass is daunting
to most even in normal operating theatres but two
intrepid teams report on the use of these techniques
in specially constructed high pressure operating tanks.
The problems of construction of such tanks and the
safety precautions essential to their use are discussed
at length. Although one may not agree with Meijne
that ". . . this is the first time . . . that the life of the
physician is being placed in jeopardy while treating
a patient" anyone contemplating emulating these
teams in their remarkable work should first read his
paper on "Special aspects of compression and de-
compression" in which he describes some of the
hazards to which patient and attendant staff are
exposed.
The paper on 'Fluid Breathing' reads like science

fiction, but in such a relatively new field every
application must be explored. The proceedings of a
later World Congress will ibe awaited with interest
for the verdict on so much that is still sub judice.

NEW EDITION
Acute Injuries of the Head.

L. F. ROWBoTHAM. Fourth Edition. Pp. xx + 584,
illustrated. Edinburgh and London: E. & S.
Livingstone. 1964. £5.

No one who is concerned in any way with cranio-
cerebral injuries can afford to be without this book.
It is the standard (British work on -head injuries.
In this edition much new material has been added
and former sections have in many cases been re-
written. The original author has, of necessity, become
also an editor and ;the burden of writing what is
virtually a new book has been lightened by a number
of co-authors who are all experts in their particular
fields. The book, now enriched by new contributors,
still 'bears the hall-mark of the principal author and
is a worthy successor to previous editions.
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