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POSTGRADUATE EDUCATION IN GERIATRICS

THE South East Metropolitan Regional Associa-
tion of Physicians in Geriatric Medicine met at
Eastbourne on 7th Octotber 1965 to discuss
the teaching of geriatrics. It was felt that
geriatric departments have much to teach to
both undergraduates and postgraduates. The
manifestations of disease in the aged i(often so
different from those in younger age-groups)
and the social services available, when and how
they should be employed, are obvious examples,
while unexpected actions of drugs in the elderly
and the continued care of the diseased (as con-
trasted with the episodic involvement of doctors
in other specialties) are assuming increasing
significance.
The teaching of geriatrics cannot be divorced

from other branches of medicine, and all the
usual methods should be used i.e. clinical
meetings, film shows, clinicopathological con-
ferences, refresher courses and clinical attach-
ments. Where a clinical tutor to a group has
been appointed, it should be possible for the
geriatrician to take 'his turn with colleagues in
the general arrangements, but where no formal
system of postgraduate education already exists,

he should seize the initiative and take the ap-
propriate steps. The method, or combination
of methods which will be used in any particular
hospital depends upon local factors.

It was felt that in all proceedings the
physician in geriatrics should be accessible and
co-operative, taking as full a part as possible,
and providing clinical material. It must be
remembered that the teaching of geriatrics
should not be confined solely to formal oc-
casions, but general conversation, telephone
calls and discharge letters all provide oppor-
tunities for ithe dissemination of knowledge of
the care of the elderly: bearing this in mind,
perhaps -these mundane duties should not be
left to junior staff.
Of all methods, a clinical attachment to a

geriatric department is likely to be the most
effective. This could usefully be timed to pro-
vide locum cover for house officers and regis-
trars with mutual benefit to all concerned.
Otherwise, it is possible to arrange a super-
numerary attachment to a department for a
week or a fortnight. R.V.B.
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