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BOOKS RECEIVED
The Editorial Board acknowledge with thanks receipt of the following
volumes. A selection from these will be made for review.

'Spencer Wells. The Life and Work of a Victorian
Sugeon' by John A. Shepherd. Pp. xi + 132 illus-
trated. Edinburgh and London: E. & S. Livingstone.
1965. 30s.
'The Remote Effects of Cancer on the Nervous

System' edited by Lord Brain and Forbes H. Norris.
Contemporary Neurology Symposia Volume 1. Pp. x
+ 230 illustrated. New York and London: Grune
and Stratton. 1965. $14.75.

'The Scientific Basis of Surgery' edited by W. T.
Irvine. Pp. x + 571 with 182 illustrations. London:
J. A. Churchill. 1965. 120s.

'Functions of the Corpus Callosum' edited by E. G.
Ettlinger, A. V. S. de Reuck and R. Porter. Ciba
Foundation Study Group no. 20. Pp. xii + 156
illustrated. London: J. & A. Churchill. 1965. 20s.

'Hashish: Its Chemistry and Pharmacology' edited

by G. E. W. Wolstenholme and J. Knight. Ciba
Foundation Study Group no. 21. Pp. viii + 96 illus-
trated. London: J. & A. Churchill. 1965. 15s.

'The Biology of Tissue Transplantation' by P. S.
Russell and A. P. Monaco. Pp. viii + 207 illustrated.
New England Journal of Medicine Medical Progress
Series. London: J. & A. Churchill. 1965. 47s. 6d.

'Complications after Cataract Surgery' edited by
F. H. Theodore with 31 contributing authors. Pp.
xv + 672 illustrated London: J. & A. Churchill.
1965. £5 15s.

'Controversial Aspects of the Management of
Retinal Detachments' edited by C. L. Stephenson
and C. D. J. Regan. Retina Foundation Institute of
Biological and Medical Sciences Monographs and
Conference Volume III. Pp. xxi + 374 illustrated.
London: J. & A. Churchill. £5 15s.

BOOK REVIEWS
THE remarkable increase in the incidence of venereal
infections and other sexually transmitted conditions
during the past decade has not, until recently re-
flected by the publication of many new text books
on the subject of venereology. The discovery of new
antibiotics and their uses and limitations during this
period has meant that the few books published in
the earlier years were very soon out of date on the
subject of therapeutics. Fortunately, although by no
means finally settled, the position with regard to
therapy has now become more stable.

Textbook of Venereal Diseases and Treponematoses
R. R. WILLCOX, 2nd edition, Pp. 492 illustrated.
London: William Heinemann Medical Books.
1964. 70s.

This textbook was originally published in 1950.
There have been changes and additions and the claim
in the dust cover that 'there is much information in
this book which will be found in no other single
work' is justified.
The usual venereal infections, particularly, of

course, gonorrhoea and syphilis are dealt with in
adequate detail. All other genital conditions that
may be sexually transmitted and therefore seen in
venereal disease clinics are remembered and described,
usually with photographs. The section on Trepone-
matoses is particularly welcome. Mass immigration
from tropical areas of the world has made the in-
terpretation of positive serology in coloured patients
(particularly pregnant women in whom standard
tests for syphilis are found to be positive on routine
ante-natal testing) a common problem for the
venereologist working in the urban clinics of this
country.
A refreshing feature of this book is that, while

orthodox views are 'always offered, practical alterna-
tives are sometimes mentioned. As an example, Dr.
Willcox accepts that it may sometimes be right to
treat a female who has been a contact of gonorrhoea
before her infection can be con.firmed by bacterio-
logical reports. Of course, diagnosis before treatment
is desirable, but, in some cases, confirmation of the
diagnosis by the onset of acute gonococcal salpingitis

in the course of investigation can remove some of the
righteousness of blind adherence to a theoretical ideal.
Another practical piece of advice, of great importance
to the patient and to the doctor working in a
venereal disease clinic, is that the finding of an
occasional pus cell in ,material scraped from the
terminal male urethra does not always mean disease.

This is an excellent textbook on the subject and
can be recommended as a reference book deserving
a place in any venereology clinic and for doctors
anywhere engaged wholly or partly in the practice
of venereology.

Venereal Diseases
AMBROSE KING and CLAUDE NICOL. Pp. xv+
301 illustrated. London: Cassell. 1964. 50s.

This new book is offered as a general textbook
for undergraduates, general practitioners and con-
sultants and certainly considers all the various con-
ditions that may be encountered in venereal disease
clinics. In general, the consideration of each subject
tends to deal mainly with basic facts and it is
doulbtful whether a consultant in any other field of
medicine would find all that he required to know
on any particular aspect of venereology if he used
this book as a reference manual.
The views expressed are nearly always beyond

question with the possible exception of the section
under ithe heading of Non-specific urogenital infection
in the Female. This deals in very general terms with
pelvic and genital infection and yet the section
begins by referring to THE disease. The fact that
there is a single disease entity in the female to
correspond with non-specific urethritis in the male
cannot yet be assumed. The further statement that
the diagnosis (of THE disease) is "based . . . mainly
on knowledge of infection in a male partner" may
also be questioned.

Otherwise, this book presents a comprehensive
survey of the whole subject. The presentation of each
sulbject, clear if somewhat dogmatic views, good
photographs and a very reasonable price make this
an ideal text book for the medical student.
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