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edition. Pp. v + 1022 illustrated. London: Henry
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'The Tissues of the Body', by Sir W. Le Gros
lark. 5th edition. Pp. 423 illustrated. London: Oxford
University Press. 1965.

'Fluid Balance without Tears', by G. L. Bunton.
2nd edition. Pp. 29 illustrated. London: Lloyd-Luke.
1965. 5s.
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6th edition. Pp. xi + 1140 illustrated. Edinburgh
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BOOK REVIEWS
Surgery of Arthritis

Edited by R. A. MILCH, M.D., F.A.C.S. Pp. x +
280, illustrated. Baltimore: William and Wilkins.
London: Bailliere, Tindail and Cox. 1964. 92s.

The word "arthritis" is used in many different
ways. It may refer to acute or chronic infections,
to pure degeneration, or to the joint changes which
occur in rheumatoid disease. In some of these con-
ditions the physician is called upon to treat the
underlying disease, and in all of them the surgeon
may need to deal with the causal disorder or its
destructive sequels.

This present book does not attempt to discuss
basic pathology or conservative treatment; its avowed
object is to provide "a surgical primer for physicians
and for those surgeons who are not primarily con-
cerned with the care of patients with arthritis".
This admirable object is at least partly achieved.

The physician can certainly find a comprehensive
account of the various and varied surgical procedures
available in the treatment of arthritis, together with
(in most cases) the indications for and the results of
such treatment. He may criticise the somewhat
mechanistic attitude and he may complain that there
is far too much technical detail for his needs; but
many of the problems are indeed of a mechanical
nature, and the tedhnical details will be most valu-
able to some surgical readers.
The editor, R. A. Milch, has chosen his contribu-

tors carefully and well. He has drawn on authorities
of the highest standard from the United States, Great
Britain, France, South Africa, Finland, and Japan.
What a splendid international team they are! Your
reviewer could not help wondering whether it was
purely by chance that there was no contribution
from the other side of the iron curtain.
The book has a rather drab cover, but is well

printed on good quality paper and has a pleasant

feel. The diagrams are very good and most of the
X-rays are clear. The clinical photogmphs, also, are
well reproduced but some of the operative illustrations
suffer from the lack of colour. Obviously if colour
had been widely used the book would cost far more
than 92 shillings. Every orthopaedic surgeon will
find at least some of the chapters valuable enough
to make it worth his while buying this book.

Common Colds and Related Diseases
D. A. J. TYRRELL. Pp. vii + 197, illustrated.
London: Edward Amold. 1965. 42s.

Although the subject matter of this monograph is
a minor medical condition, it is 'a troublesome one
which is responsible for a great deal of absenteeism,
for a large part of a doctor's practice, and it has
also stimulated considerable and costly research
directed towards the isolation and propagation of
the responsible viruses. This comprehensive account
of a rapidly changing field describes the clinical
syndromes, volunteer studies and the many agents
responsible for minor upper respiratory tract in-
fections. They include the myxoviruses, adenoviruses,
reoviruses, picornaviruses (including the rhinovirusds)
and there is also a short chapter on myooplasma
pneumoniae (Eaton agent). There are informative
accounts of methods of collecting and transporting
specimens from patients; prophylaxis, treatment and
management of cases; and *an appendix tabulating
the frequency and clinical effects of infection wth
individual respiratory tract viruses.
The author is a clinically-orientated virologist

who has pioneered and made significant contributions
to knowledge in this particular field. He is also,
quite obviously, a clear thinker and a succint writer.
All these qualities blend in this particular book,
which makes exciting and pleasureable reading.
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