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INTRODUCTION

UROLOGICAL problems comprise a quarter or
more of surgical practice and advances in this
field are of interest to all surgeons. It is one
in which special methods of investigation afford
an acceptable level of accuracy in diagnosis.

Infection in the urinary tract is all too
common and its sequelae are important. We
have now come to realise the value of close
study of the nephrogram in pyelonephritis.
Hodson has been a pioneer in this field and
his contribution on the radiology of chronic
pyelonephritis must be highly valued. Mac-
Gregor reviews the clinical aspects of this
disease in childhood. Recently lymphangio-
graphy has offered a refinement in radiological
study and Mahaffy has given a comprehensive
account of its scope in urology and an assess-
ment of its use in clinical practice. Its value
lies particularly in the diagnosis and follow-up
of tumours. Vesical neoplasm is a common
form of growth. No one can say that he is
fully satisfied by any methods of treatment so
far available and the management of a case
still remains a matter for careful judgement.
Cystectomy must have an important place in
treatment and Cordonnier is an authority of
international repute on account of his work on
this subject. His observations and results are
therefore of interest and of value. The post-
graduate student will wish to compare them
with those of other forms of treatment and
a good account of interstitial irradiation with
gold grains was recently published by Munro

(1964). The effects of supervoltage irradiation
(Laing and Dickinson, 1965) and telecobalt
therapy (Werf-Messing, 1965) have also been
presented recently and the whole subject was
helpfully discussed at a conference on Urology
and Cancer Research at the Institute of Urology
(1965).
Much less common but always of great

interest are tumours of the adrenal glands.
In recent years there have been great advances
in understanding the underlying mechanisms
involved in the physiologically active tumours.
Therapy now available has brought an advance
in management which may be compared with
surgery of the thyroid gland today as against
the hazards recognised in the past and leading
to that technique aptly named "stealing the
thyroid." This new work on the adrenal glands
is probably insufficiently known and certainly
insufficiently discussed in published works and
the article by Robertson is likely to remain
an outstanding guide.
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