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Textbook of Surgery
D. A. MACFARLANE and L. P. THOMAS. Pp. xi +
759, illustrated. Edinburgh and London: E. & S
Livingstone. 1964. 60s.

As stated by the authors in their preface, there is
a constant demand from students for a good text-
book of surgery at a reasonable price. This new
text-book is an attempt by the authors, with the
assistance of five other surgeons, to meet this demand.
The book covers not only those aspects of surgery
covered by the title "general surgery", but also
orthopaedics, thoracic surgery and neurosurgery. Each
subject is dealt with in an essentially conventional
manner, with an outline of the pathology of the
condition in addition to its clinical features and
treatment. There is also a brief review of the relevant
physiology of the organ or system in question at the
beginning of each chapter. In the interests of clarity
and economy, the illustrations consist of line drawings.
The scope of the book is wide, and in each

section the basic information is clearly set out, with-
out undue attention to unimportant detail, though
there are selected references at the end of each
chapter for those who wish to pursue any subject
further.
There is no doubt that this book should prove

useful to the undergraduate, but in the process it
may well bore rather than stimulate him. There is a
curiously old-fashioned flavour about this book,
despite the fact that it considers many of the most
recent advances in surgery. This is partly due to the
inadequacy of many of the line drawings, but more
to the fact that in their attempt to achieve simplicity
and brevity the authors seem to underestimate the
ability of students to understand the problems of
modern surgery. There is too much blurring of issues
and the use of obscure terms (e.g. "stress" as an
aetiological factor in duodenal ulcer) to make this an
exciting book. As is inevitable in a book of this
sort, any individual will find points of detail with
which he disagrees, but it is a pity that on page 376
that there are two different descriptions of Duke's
Classification of carcinoma of the rectum, one of
which is wrong.
As a guide to the clinical aspects of surgery this

book is very sound, and it is a pity that the more
scientific aspects of the subject are not presented
in a more precise and stimulating fashion.

Progress in Medical Laboratory Technique-3
Edited by F. J. BAKER. Pp. viii + 250, illustrated.
London: Butterworths. 1964. 42s. 6d.

This third volume follows the pattern of its two
predecessors, ranging widely in the field of laboratory
technology and dealing with those innovations which
have been adequately assessed and found to be of
real advantage either in producing information not
otherwise accessible or in producing it more
economically. The articles in this volume maintain
a very high standard, both in content and in mode
of expression. Some indeed, are models for critical
reviews and would dignify the pages of any
scientific journal.
The initial article on steam sterilization reviews the

practical problems of the autoclave in central sterile
supply departments; the next five deal with histo-
pathology, including new stains, freeze-drying, pre-
paration for electron microscopy, and fluorescence

techniques; this section ends with a most lucid
account of recent developments in microscopes, cover-
ing image converters, polarizing microscopes, con-
tinuously variable magnification, fluorescent micro-
scopy and the great variety of equipment now
available for routine photomicrography. Sections on
enzyme chemistry and thin layer chromatography are
followed by a masterly review of the auto-immune
diseases and very detailed expositions of the tech-
niques required for their investigation.
There is no doubt that this series satisfies a need of

pathologist and technician alike and is particularly
important to those who work outside the great
conurbations, for to them library visits require much
valuable time and they may find it impracticable to
conduct their own critique of methods.

Tay-Sachs' Disease
Edited by BRUNO W. VOLK, M.D. Pp. vii + 158,
illustrated. New York and London: Grune and
Stratton. 1964. $5.75.

This monograph consists of five chapters, each
of which is a masterly exposition on one aspect of
Tay-Sachs' disease. The editor contributes two of the
chapters, one being an historical review in which he
points out that although Warren Tay (1881) was the
first to describe the fundal appearance of the cherry-
red macula, it is to Bernard Sachs (1887) that priority
should be given for the clinical and pathological
features of the disease which he named "amaurotic
familial idiocy".
The photographs of sections showing recent

are superb. The chapter on biochemistry amply illus-
advances in electron microscopy and histochemistry
trates the recent dramatic advances, many made by
the author, A. Saifer, particularly in our understand-
ing of the metabolism of the gangliosides and the
enzyme alterations which occur not only in patients
but in their relatives. The final chapter on
epidemiology fully discusses the genetic implications
of why 80?% of sufferers are Jewish.

All four contributors are associated with the
special, if not unique, unit at the Jewish Chronic
Disease Hospital in New York consisting of 17 beds
set aside for the care and study of children with
Tay-Sachs' disease and allied disorders.
Nearly 300 patients with this disease have been

studied by the authors and their experience is not
likely to be bettered.
Although occasional printiig errors occur (e.g.

Sherington, occular) this monograph is likely to
remain the standard and definitive work on the
subject.

Control of Glycogen Metabolism
Ciba Foundation Symposium. Edited by W. J.
WHELAN and MARGARET P. CAMERON. Pp. xiv +
434, illustrated. London: J. & A. Churchill.
1964. 60s.

This is the report of a meeting held in July 1963,
with Professor F. G. Young as Chairman, and
attended by many internationally distinguished con-
tributors. The papers fall into two main groups.
firstly, those concerned with glycogen metabolism and
its normal regulation, and secondly,- those describing
studies of the different varieties of glycogen-storage
diseases. The processes leading to glycogen synthesis
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and to glycogenolysis are characterized by a complex
interplay of enzymes and hormones, which is vividly
presented here. Among the subjects covered are the
structure of glycogen, the properties and role of
uridine diphosphate glucose and its related enzymes,
of the branching and debranching enzymes, and
of the phosphorylases. The glycogen-storage diseases
are among the best examples of inborn errors
of metabolism, in which most of the clinical
and biochemical features can be explained on the
basis of an enzyme defect. Six different forms of
glycogen-storage disease have been described, each
apparently resulting from lack of a different enzyme
concerned in glycogenolysis. Biochemical studies on
each type are presented here, and an account is given
of a recently discovered related disorder associated
with lack of the enzyme glycogen synthetase.
The standard of presentation is excellent throughout

the book, and the discussions following each chapter
are unusually interesting and free from trivialities. All
workers concerned with carbohydrate metabolism and
its disorders should find this Symposium of interest
and value.

Paediatric Aspects of Cerebral Palsy
T. T. S. INGRAM. Pp. xii + 515, illustrated.
London E. & S. Livingstone. 1964. 84s.

In the past ten years cerebral palsy has undergone
more thorough reappraisal than any other familiar
paediatric condition. There are still many enigmas,
especially in the field of causation. This book records
the outcome of one such comprehensive and meticu-
lous survey, this one from Edinburgh, where cerebral
palsied chiildren born between 1938 and 1953, and
still living in the city in 1955 (208 individuals) are
studied. Its content is far richer than this first
beggarly description suggests. Over the kernel of a
ten year local study is laid the true flesh of the book,
a scholarly amalgam of experience with cerebral palsy,
and a careful digest of all revelant world literature.
It begins with a critique of classifications, and adopts
as a basis the previously published Edinburgh system
that differs from the Little Club (1959) grouping
mainly by using the heading "Dyskinesia" to embrace
some categories elsewhere separately distinguished.
Under each heading, the subsequent plan of the book
is to review the literature on causation, to study the
aetiological background as disclosed by the Edinburgh
series, citing illustrative case histories, and to provide
a well-annotated account of clinical manifestations.
Later chapters give detailed consideration to the
influences of birth injury, of abnormalities of preg-
nancy, and of developmental malformation. The
work is rounded off by an illuminating study of the
fate of the patients ten years later.
Although the formidable array of detail and the

large scope of the work suggest that it will be read
in extenso mainly by those much occupied with the
management of cerebral palsy (for whom it may
become a sort of bible), there is much in it for all
paediatricians and neurologists, and for the general
medical reader. Its well-informed guidance on classi-
fication, on the recognition of clinical syndromes and
on prognosis has welcome practical implications,
while the stimulus of Dr. Ingram's balanced and
incisive criticism in many individual chapters enables
even strangers to this field to obtain a firm, grasp
of an elusive subject, which is admittedly difficult to
envisage as a whole.

Some Aspects of Chronic Bronchitis
Edited by F. A. H. SIMMONDS and L. B. HUNT.
Pp. vii + 187 illustrated. Edinburgh, London:
E. & S. Livingstone. 1964. 12s. 6d.

This is a short collection of papers read at a
symposium held at the Royal Society of Medicine
in 1963. It contains very little previously unpublished
material but is useful as a summary of recent work.
The chapter by Gregg on the early recognition and
management of chronic bronchitis is outstanding.
Campbell discusses the treatment of advanced cases
with his usual lucidity. There are several other good
sections, including a very interesting one on epide-
miology by Reed.

All in all, this is a useful little book by distinguished
contributors. Its main value will be to the non-
specialist reader interested in current work on this
common and intractable disease.

Multiple Sclerosis-A Reappraisal
D. MCALPINE, C. E. LUMSDEN and E. D.
ACHESON. Pp. v + 415. Edinburgh and London:
E. & S. Livingstone. 1964. 50s.

This is a book primarily for the neurologist and
the M.S. research worker. The first section, a lucid
survey on epidemiology by Acheson, should be read
by everyone interested in epidemiological conundra.
Summing up, Acheson states fairly that the evidence
points to environmental rather than genetic influences
as casual. However, in the next section McAlpine re-
ports a 7.4% higher incidence for blood group "O"
(series of 384) than in controls. As he says larger
groups are needed to validate this finding. It is
interesting that the predominance is similar to that
proven for duodenal ulcer, and suspected for mig-raine: blood groups deserve further study. A sur-
prising omission, for such an exhaustive study, is
any mention of cultural, religious, social and family
more as a possible cause of the peculiar distribu-
tion of M.S. Such influences which affect modes of
emotional expression and repression are as worthy
of attention as diet and climate.

Part II on "Clinical Studies" by the senior author
contains the wisdom which can be got only by the
singleminded devotion of a lifetime. When the riddle
of Multiple Sclerosis is finally solved it will owe
much to McAlpine's energy and infectious enthu-
siasm. The section draws attention to the benign
form of the disease, and reviews the thorny matter
of treatment, including A.C.T.H., and finally M.S.
as a medico-social problem. The section would per-haps be more "1965" without detailed case histories.

Part III by Lumsden on "The Clinical Pathology
of M.S." is crammed with information on the grow-
ing points of research. It surveys C.S.F. protein and
its origin; enzymes, metabolites and amino acids,
lipids in demyclination, and finally the promising
field of clinical immunology. This intriguing section
is spoilt by the turgid style; it needs shorter sentences
and strong editing.
Disorders of Language

Ciba Foundation Symposium. Edited by A. V. S.
REUCK and M. O'CONNOR. Pp. xii + 356 illus-
trated. London: J. & A. Churchill. 1964. 50s.

This imaginative Ciba symposium assembled
neurologists, psychiatrists and experts in linguistics
and phonetics with representatives from philosophy,
experimental psychology and electrical engineering,
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