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BOOKS RECEIVED
'The Paediatric Patient 1964', edited by S. R.

Gustafson. Pp. 160 illustrated. Philadelphia and
Montreal: J. B. Lippincott. London: Pitman Medical.
1964. 35s.
'Dynamic Studies of Metabolic Bone Disease', by

O. H. Pearson and G. F. Joplin. Pp. 229 illustrated.
Oxford: Blackwells. 1964. 50s.

'Acute Renal Failure', edited by S. Shaldon and
G. C. Cook. Pp. x + 192 illustrated. Oxford:
Blackwells. 1964. 42s.

'Depression. A Cambridge Postgraduate Medical
Course', edited by E. Beresford Davies. Pp. xv +
378. Cambridge: University Press. 1964. 90s.

'The American Ophthalmological Society. The First
100 years', by M. C. Wheeler. Pp. x + 347 illustrated.
Toronto: The University Press. London: Oxford
University Press. 1964. 80s.

NEW EDITIONS

'Review of Medical Microbiology', by E. Jawetz,
J. L. Melnick and E. A. Adelberg. 6th edition. Pp.
453 illustrated. Los Altos, California: Lange Medical
Publications. Oxford: Blackwells. 1964. 45s.

'Diseases of Women', edited by F. W. Roques,
S. G. Clayton and T. L. T. Lewis. 11th edition.
Pp. viii + 576 illustrated. London: Edward Arnold.
1964. 50s.

'Atlas of Neuropathology', by W. Blackwood,
T. C. Woods and J. C. Sommerville. Second edition.
Pp. xii + 234 illustrated. Edinburgh and London:
E. & S. Livingstone. 1964. 60s.

BOOK REVIEWS
Anaesthesia in Clinical Ophthalmology

DERYCK DUNCALF and DAVID H. RHODES, Jr.
Pp. xviii + 168 with 36 figures. Baltimore:
Williams and Wilkins. London: Bailliere,
Tindall & Cox, 1964. 68s.

With the increasing use of a wide variety of medica-
ments for anesthesia in ophthalmology there is room
for special liaison between Ophthalmic Surgeon and
Anaesthetist. This book will serve a useful purpose
if it interests further anaesthetists in problems of eye
surgery, the numerous different methods employed
in various centres suggests that no ideal technique
has been evolved for any specific operation.
Commencing with a review of the physiology of

intraocular pressure the authors note the results of
raised pressure and the effect of various agents used
in anesthesia. The danger of a transient rise imme-
diately following Succinylcholine is given a balanced
consideration. It is pointed out that the risk still
exists with the patient under light Pentothal anaes-
thesia and therefore this relaxant is centra-idicated
in perforating injuries of the eye, but that it is safe
if five minutes are allowed to elapse before the
eye is opened.
The oculo-cardiac reflex is described as a cause

of arrythmias during eye operations and the relative
value of Atropine or retrobulbar anesthesia for
prevention is assessed. The incidence of cardiac
arrest is given as 1/3,500 eye operations.

In the choice between local and general anaes-
thesia, little consideration is given to the variations
on the "lytic cocktail" which are in common use in
this country, a critical survey of these mixtures
would have been most valuable.
A separate chapter is devoted to a post-operation

vomiting which can be a hazard of any eye opera-
tion and is often difficult to prevent. There is a
substantial section on regional nerve blocks, the value
of this detail is reduced by the considerable degree of
overlap in innervation.

In the section on general anesthetic procedures
stress is laid on the prevention of gagging or cough-
ing after removal of intubation tube by the proper
choice and use of relaxants.

Alteration in the effect of relaxants occur with
low cholinesterase levels due to heredity, disease of

various organs, or local use of anti-cholinesterase
drops.
An interesting though slightly alarming chapter

on the ocular complications of general anesthesia
completes the book.

Genetics Today, Volume 1. Abstracts
Edited by S. J. GEERTS. Pp. 332. Oxford,
London, New York and Paris: Pergamon Press.
1963. £5.

This book, edited by S. J. Geerts, contains
abstracts of papers presented at the Proceedings of
the XI International Congress of Genetics held at
the Hague, The Netherlands in September, 1963.
The book contains nearly 2,000 abstracts grouped

in 18 sections, only two of these sections dealing
with human genetics.
There is a very wide range of subjects covered

in this book-most of them comprehensible only to
the expert. The abstracts that deal with human
genetics, cover many important advancing fields of
knowledge, particularly chromosome abnormalities.
The speed with which these abstracts have been

published is commendable. The second and third
volumes to be published later, will deal in full with
other parts of the conference.

Chest Diseases
Edited by K. M. A. PERRY and SIR T. HOLMES
SELLORS. Vol. 1-Pp. xi + 601. Vol. 2-Pp. x
+ 700 illustrated. London: Butterworths, 1963.
£12 12s.

A book which sets out to be "a comprehensive
text book of Chest Diseases" entitles its readers to
expect that it will provide encyclopaedic answers to
any questions posed.
The two volumes of Perry and Holmes Sellors

"Chest Diseases", comprise 59 separate essays by
24 authorities on matters relating to the trachea,
lungs and diaphragm. A treatise on the medical
and surgical problems of thoracic disease must cover
the anatomy and physiology, the bacteriology,
immunology, chemistry, pathology, radiology, and
therapeutics of the pleuro-pulmonary system. The
common and the rarer diseases should be dealt with
thoroughly. Esoteric aspects and historical side
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tracks would be welcome additions and if the book
is addressed to a world-wide medical audience it
must also include chest diseases peculiar to tropical
countries. How does Perry and Holmes Sellors' book
measure up to these demands? The chapters on
Anatomy, Physiology and Radiology are good
Asthma and the commoner acute inflammatory
diseases of the trachea, bronchi, lungs and pleura
are adequately covered. There is no separate men-
tion of laryngeal affections presumably because the
larynx is considered to lie outside 'the chest'. A
long chapter on fungous diseases is excellent. Pul-
monary tuberculosis is dealt with very fully in all
its aspects. Pulmonary sarcoidosis is covered in five
pages, slightly flawed by the erroneous statement
that in the Kveim test, the antigen is injected sub-
cutaneously. Intradermal injection is much more
likely to yield satisfactory results. Ten essays on
lesions of the pleura are particularly well done.
The chapters on tumours of the lungs and bronchi
are very full and well illustrated. Tropical lung
diseases are represented by leprosy (tracheal lesions
only, are described, whereas in fact laryngeal affec-
tion is much commoner and more serious), pul-
monary eosinophilia, paragonimiasis, roundworm
infestation, amcebiasis, hydatid diseases and schisto-
somiasis.
Though whooping cough is dealt with adequately,

measles is dismissed in a few lines without guidance
on the treatment of pulmonary complications.
On the whole, this well-produced book is a valu-

able acquisition to the general physician and to the
chest specialist who will particularly enjoy such
uncommon little extras as the essays on "Sputum",
"Respiratory difficulty in the newborn", "Irradiation
pneumonia", and "Anaesthesia in chest disease".

Diagnosis and Treatment of Blood Diseases
M. C. G. ISRAELS, M.D., M.SC., F.R.C.P. Pp. 200
with 11 colour plates. London: William
Heinemann, 1963, 35s.

The author states in his introduction that his aim
in writing this book is to provide the busy practising
physician with modern guidance on diagnosis and
treatment without involving the reader in search
through much, interesting but impractical, detail as
may be found in the larger textbooks of haema-
tology. He has drawn on his large clinical
experience to distil this information neatly into
200 pages of relatively easy reading.
The author constantly demonstrates his appreciation

of day to day clinical problems and gives good
clear accounts of the various diseases. The sections
on bleeding diseases, reticuloses and diseases of
the white cells are specially helpful, but the
chapters on the anemias are perhaps a little
pedestrian. There is an interesting section on
laboratory investigations with their normal and
abnormal ranges, but it is doubtful whether many
physicians will gain anything from the short, rather
sketchy chapter on clinical examination. The last
chapter deals with laboratory techniques but in a
book of this sort it is uncertain whether anything
is gained by inclusion of these details which can be of
use to only a small minority of readers. On the other
hand the inclusion, after the index, of eleven excellent
colour plates illustrating bone marrow disorders is
of considerable help and interest. References are
few but well selected. There are one or two
statements which may not be widely acceptable, such
as the suggestion that iron deficiency is common

in haemolytic anemia and the normal range of serum
bilirubin is given as 1 to 3 mgms/lOOmls. The book
as a whole, however, serves its purpose well; it
provides a compact up-to-date account of diagnostic
methods and treatment and can be recommended
for the non-specialist.

Advances in Biology of Skin Vol. IV
The Sebaceous Glands

Edited by WILLIAM MONTAGNA, RICHARD A.
ELLIS and ALENE F. SILVER. Pp. 260. Oxford,
London, New York & Paris: Pergamon Press.
1963. 80s.

The Brown Symposia are now fixed stars. Theyfunction as a sort of instalment plan encyclopediaof the skin, ancillary to Rothman's classic, which,
alas, has not been kept up to date. Reviewed in
this light their main weakness is the uneasy dispro-portion between the space taken by the various
contributors' own work and the space given bythem to other, often earlier works. This defect will
be highlighted by the staying power of some of
the papers. The Symposia are, of course, not
intended to be reviews, but they are patently not
accounts only of recent work. In the latest volume
for example the mean age of the references at the
time of printing was 16 years. My other generalcriticism is the price: 80s. is too much for 260
pages of text. I am sure most of us would be
pleased to dispense with the gold embossing, glossypaper and half the price.
The latest volume in the series is on "The

Sebaceous Glands". The form, now set by honour-
able precedent, consists of a skirmish in the foot-
hills of function and gross and chemical structure,with an occasional glimpse of the pathologicalranges in the distance. But, let us say now (I am
putting my conclusions here for weary compulsiveswho read straight from the beginning to end), that
this book, and indeed the rest of the series, are
essential to the student of the skin, for nowhere
else will he find the subject covered so thoroughly.The first six chapters are anatomical and cover
development and comparative anatomy with detail-
ed accounts of the human sebaceous gland includingultra-structure. There is an interesting chapterby A. E. W. Miles on sebaceous glands in human
mucosa, and then a chapter on ectopic glands in
which fact, after a brave attack, succumbs to a
mysterious hypothesis. This is followed by a delight-ful paper by Kligman who makes a glandful of
functions disappear before your very eyes. There
are four chapters covering aspects of the metabolism
of sebaceous glands and the chemistry of sebum.
This includes an extremely full account of
analytical methods by V. R. Wheatley. Function-
ists (pure and disturbed) will find the last three
chapters (by Lorinez, Ebling, Strauss and Pochi)particularly useful, since they are a comprehensivereview of what is reliably known of the effects of
hormones on the sebaceous glands.

The London-A Study in the Voluntary HospitalSystem
Edited by A. E. Clark-Kennedy. Vol. 2. 1840-
1948. Pp. 310, illustrated. London: Pitman
Medical. 1964. 50s.

As in the first volume of his history, Dr. Clark-
Kennedy has managed to review not just a century'sprogress in one large hospital in the East End of
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