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A Doctor's Guide to Court
KEITH SIMPSON. Pp. iX + 174 with 11
illustrations. London: Butterworths. 1962. 30s.

The subtitle is 'A handbook on medical evidence';
and the author's declared aim is to "reassure the
doctor in his preparation for court attendance and
make him a better witness". The bare facts given
could be quarried, with sturdy and application,
from standard textbooks; here they are ready
marshalled for those with little time to spare, and
provided with a continuous background of com-
ment and sage advice, the fruit of long experience.
A businesslike touch which typifies the general
approach is that illustrations are given only where
they convey essential information; those who
relish pictorial horrors must search elsewhere.
Appendices include ten pages of useful tables and
nomograms, dealing with centres of ossification,
blood group frequencies, body surface area and
similar matters; and a glossary of legal terms.

In short, this is a portable, readable, and practical
book; and any doctor who is faced with the pros-
pect of a visit to court would do well to mortgage
hi-> fees as a witness (chapter 7 sets these out in
detail) and buy it.

A History of the Royal College of Physicians of
Ireland, 1654-1963

J. H. D. WIDDESS. Pp. xii + 255, illustrated.
Edinburgh and London: E. & S. Livingstone.
1963. 40s.

It is almost a century since any attempt has been
made to sift a connected narrative from the
accumulated papers relating to the Royal College
of Physicians of Ireland. The College evolved from
the Fraternity of Physicians founded in 1654 by John
Stearne, and its Royal Charter was granted by King
Charles II in 1667 after protracted negotiations
throughout the Restoration period and almost 150
years after Henry VIII's foundation of the Royal
Colleges of Physicians of London. The Charter
purported "to erect in our City of Dublin, in that
our Kingdom a college society and incorporative
of Physicians, according to the rule and form of
the Charter heretofore granted to the Physicians
of our City of London . . . ", to control practice
irn the city and outside within a radius of 20 miles.
Dublin at that time was a City of six parishes
without walls and with less than 9,000 inhabitants,
but its expansion was rapid following upon the
Restoration and "polite learning and the sciences
also benefited from more peaceful conditions". It
was in this period that Dr. Patrick Dun, whose
name is well known today in Dublin, within the
college and without, as it was in his lifetime, was
elected President of the College in 1681. It was
probably Dun whose influence induced the College
to petition for the new Charter granted in 1692 to
"reform the inconveniences and abuses . . . whereby
the number of unskilful and illiterate practicers of
physic had increased, the frauds and deceits of
empirics, apothecaries and druggists do abound to
the dishonour of the government and the loss and
destruction of their Majesties good subjects in this
Kingdom". Patrick Dun, as first President of the
new College, presented the folio of Charter, By-
laws and records now known as Dun's Book. He
had a profound influence on medical practice and
medical teaching in his time, and on the fortunes
of the College. However, he is but one in the long

roll of great medical men who have been Presidents
and Fellows of "this ancient institution", and
whose lives, and original contributions to medicine
have been explored by Professor Widdess. This is
a scholarly and comprehensive historical review;
the book is well produced, in clear print, and has
some beautiful illustrations. It should be warmly
welcomed, especially by the Fellows and Members
of the Irish College.

Neurometabolic Disorders in Childhood
Proceedings of a Symposium held at Sheffield
in May 1963. Edited by K. S. HOLT and
J. MILNER. Pp. 112, illustrated. Edinburgh &
London: E. & S. Livingstone. 1963. 15s.

Nowdays it is the custom for the proceedings of
exery symposium of any importance to be published
anid the reader is spared nothing from the pompous
opening remarks of the chairman to the disjointed
verbatim account of the discussions which follow
the communications. By the time such proceedings
appear in print they are often out of date and
niake disappointing reading.
The present volume is the exception that proves

the rule. The papers are of a uniformly high
quality and .his small volume brings together data
of importancz that could not easily be collected
from their sources. This applies particularly to the
papers in the first part, which deal with such
general topics as the biochemical aspects of child
neurology (K. S. Holt), the biochemical aspects of
disorders of mood (T. A. Jenner), the biochemical
aspects of intelligence (J. Stern) and the neuro-
pathological changes in diseases caused by inborn
errors of metabolism (L. Crome). The second part
deals with a few specific conditions. R. G. Westall's
detailed description of the successful treatment of
an infant with Maple Syrup Disease is particularly
valuable and indeed indispensable for the paedia-
trician wh. at very short notice may have to design
a diet containing a reduced amount of the three
branched-chain aminoacids.
The editors, and the publishers, are to be con-

gratulated on bringing out this volume so cheaply
and within a few months of the meeting.

A Practical Manual for the Treatment of Burns
ELi RUSH CREWS, M.D., M.S. Pp. xiii + 399,
illustrated. Springfield, Illinois: Charles C.
Thomas. 1964. 6 dollars 75 cents.

Dr. Crews has been interested in the management
of burns for many years and this is amply demon-
strated by the wealth of practical detail mentioned
in his book.
His two aims are, to "instruct the surgical

residents and also to acquaint Surgeons, General
Practitioners and Nurses, with major points of
treatment and also to enable them to recognise and
confront intelligently, the many problems that may
arise during the course of treating burned patients".
He has wisely avoided any attempt to describe all
the alternative ways of treating burns, instead he
has confined himself to one routine method which he
practises. For shock he uses electrolyte solutions
together with stored plasma, and prefers not to
use Dextran. When other methods of treatment
have failed to reverse "renal shutdown" he
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advocates intravenous Mannitol or urea, but no
evidence is given to &femonstrate the efficacy of these
agents.
As regards local treatment, he advocates Furacin

gauze followed later by sterile gauze bandages
moistened hourly with Zephiran-acetic acid solu-
tion. Dressings are changed three times a day. Most
Burns Units in this country would find dressing
large numbers of burns three times a day difficult
or impossible with the present nursing shortage. It
is refreshing to see a whole chapter devoted to the
nursing care of burns, and the importance of posi-
tioning the limbs and joints is stressed here
together with the simple but often forgotten im-
portance of washing of hands before and after a
patient has been touched.

In a book of only 119 pages, it is not possible to
mention all details of care, and some points of
necessity are dealt with too briefly. Hence we find
occasional dogmatic statements such as "a trache-
ostomy is usually performed in patients with deep
neck burns". More precise indications would have
been preferable. The book is written in a simple
style and is interesting and easy to read. The author
has succeeded in his two aims, and the book will
be a useful practical guide for those withou't special
experience in burns. Those with experience in
treating burns will find much of interest, and some
unort'hodox ideas.

Peripheal Entrapment Neuropathies
H. P. KOPELL and W. A. L. THoMPsoN. Pp. v +
71, illustrated. Baltimore: Williams & Wilkins,
London: Bailli6re, Tindall & Cox. 1963. 60s.

Of the well known mechanical neuropathies, the
carpal tunnel syndrome has achieved special prom-
inence in recent years, whilst the oddly named
meralgia parasthetica has perhaps gained historical
interest out of proportion to its practical importance.
This book, with i-ts American authors and
publishers, is beautifully printed and produced, and
delightful to read, especially for those who gain
satisfaction from relationship between structure and
function.

It is concerned with -the clinical features of
traumatic peripheral neuropathies which may cause
continuing disability, despite only moderate local
injury to the hand or foot, arm or leg. In each case
the anatomy is described, the mechanism of the
neuropathy explained, and the symptoms and signs
and treatment indicated.
The book forms a luxury addition to the well

known pamphlet by the Medical Research Council
on 'Aids to the Investigation of Peripheral Nerve
Injuries'; published during the last war.

It will interest orthopaedic surgeons. neurologists,
consultants, in physical medicine and general
physicians.

The Retinal Ganglion Cell LAyer
J. M. VAN BUREN, A.B., M.D., M.SC.. Ph.D.
Pp. 143 + x, illustrated. Springfield, Illinois.
Charles C. Thomas. 1963. 10 dollars 75 cents.

In this work the author, who is a neuro-surgeon,
describes the studies he has made in humans and
primates in order to relate topagraphically the
functional effects of specific lesions in the visual
pathway to the anatomical changes in the ganglion
cell layer of the retina. Surprisingly little previous

information is available on this subject presumably
due to the difficulty, in humans, of obtaining fresh
ocular material from suitable patients. The author's
techniques for overcoming this problem are ingen-
ious and full histological data is given.

There is a brief note of the embryology and a
more detailed review of the morphology of the
ganglion cell layer. The author describes the varia-
tion in cell pattern he has observed in the normal
retina of monkey, chimpanzee and human subjects.
From the serial sections he is able to obtain a re-
constructed picture of the whole retina. He calculates
a total ganglion cell population in the human of
two millions-inaccuracies may account for the
discrepancy between this figure and that usually
quoted for the number of fibres in the optic nerve
(800,000-1 million).

Retinal degeneration is described in monkeys
following surgical section of the optic chiasma or
tract and after occipital obligation. Detailed clinico-
pathological data including serial perimetry is given
in eleven patients with lesions at various levels of
the visijal pathway (2 optic nerve or retina, 5
chiasma, 1 tract and 3 optic radition or cortex).
These lesions were either caused by tumours or
injuries during hypophysectomy-not every surgeon
would describe his own complications in such detail.
The visual fields are superimposed upon maps of
the ganglion cell population of each retina and
quite close correlation was observed providing
sufficient time had elapsed for degeneration to
occur.

This book is very well illustrated, of convenient
size and can be recommended to all those interested
in the visual 'pathway.

Effects of Ionizing Radiation on the Nervous System
A. V. LEBEDINSKY and Z. N. NAKKIL'NITSKAYA.
Pp. 211 illustrated. Amsterdam, London and
New York: Elsevier. 1963. 70s.

This small translated book of 211 pages by
Russian authors contains, apart from the index,
some 40 pages of references to the subject of ir-
radiation of the nervous system. A large number of
these references concern the work of Russian
mvestigators who have been particularly active in
this field in recent years.
The sensory and motor pathways of the per-

ipheral nervous system, the autonomic nervous
system, and the central nervous system and brain
proper are all sensitive to varying intensities of
ionizing radiation, and these aspects are separately
described. The effects are assessed functionally by
recording alterations of conditional reflexes, by the
changing responses to the action of drugs, and by
morphological changes. Structural alterations in the
embryo, as well as the adult nerve cell, nerve fibre
and synapse, are described.
Changes occurring in the cerebral vessels and

circulation, in intracranial pressure, and in the pro-
duction of cerebro-spinal fluid are indicated, and
the disturbances of cellular nucleic acid metabolism,
and trophic changes generally, are discussed.

This book gathers together much of the
experimental work on the physiological and patho-
logical effects of ionizing radiation on nervous tissue,
and should prove useful to British workers engaged
in the field of radio-biology, and be of interest to
radiotherapists.
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