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enough to recapitulate for an examination answer, but
practically of little value.

In urology there are still some gaps in descriptions of
operative work readily available to the postgraduate
student and these specialist textbooks are therefore to
be welcomed. Swinney and Hammersley's 'Handbook'
achieves just the required level of explicit instruction
throughout most of its considerable range, including
valuable details of technique, materials used and
manoeuvres to overcome common difficulties. The
reader senses the guiding hand of an experienced
teacher and texts and illustrations generally give a clear
idea of procedure.
To be particularly critical, it is a little irritating that

even though the artist is here co-author on occasions the
illustrations are not altogether in accord with the text,
as for example, under nephrectomy where the ureter is
shown tied at the ureteric junction.
The book is indeed comprehensive and the authors

disarm the critic in the preface by claiming to present
the description only of those operations that they have
found of most use in practice; however, with the in-
creased interest in operations on the renal artery a fuller
description of the abdominal transperitoneal approach
to the kidney would doubtless be welcomed by many
readers, who would surely turn to a volume like this for
just such help. For the operation of partial nephrectomy
no comment is made of any cooling procedure which
might be a valuable addition. These points are mentioned
perhaps less as criticisms than in the hope that these
additions may be made in future editions of the volume,
which can be recommended as giving just the sort of
clear and practical help which we are looking for in a
book of operative surgery. For the same reason Kyril
Conger's monograph on Transurethral Prostatic Surgery
must also be commended. It of course covers quite a
narrow field, virtually, one endoscopic procedure. It
does so with such painstaking care, however, and such
thought for the smallest detail that there must be some-
thing of value in it for any urologist. The author is
clearly familiar with the whole literature of endoscopic
work and the management of its complications and his
book gives a good summary of these as well as valuable
personal opinions based on wide experience. There is
no point in drawing attention to some of the well known
differences between practice in the United States and
this Country, such as testing residual urine by the pas-
sage of a catheter. The text as it stands is a most complete
and readable guide which teaches, perhaps, as much as
can be imparted about a complex technical task on a
printed page.

Cancer-A General Guide to Research and its
Treatment

Editor N. N. PETROV, translated A. P. FLETCHER.
Pp. xvi + 387, illustrated. Oxford, London, New
York and Paris: Pergamon Press. I962. 8os.

Western visitors to the Soviet Union are frequently
struck by unfamiliar contrasts between the ultra-modern
and the curiously old fashioned-jets on the tarmac and
straw country brushes to sweep the passenger lounge or
the splendid contemporary Kremlin Palace of Congresses
beside the usual draped, plush-covered interiors every-
where else.
The present volume, edited and partly wirtten by a

distinguished Soviet oncologist together. with a team of
well-known collaborators, sets out to provide medical
practitioners and senior students with a general guide to
the field of cancer covering theoretical considerations, the
huge subject of experimental research, as well as many
aspects of therapy.
The treatment is wide and the historical and classical

pathological aspects are admirably dealt with. But in
other fields there is the faint but unmistakable flavour
of the Victorian mingling with the modern, so typical of
things Russian outside rocketry and space travel.
Current ideas are indeed mentioned but are lost to view
in a mass of out-of-date considerations.
The immense strides currently being made in our

knowledge ofboth normal and pathological cell behaviour
and the contribution they have made to the under-
standing of cancer causation-particularly in regard to
the role of viruses, changes in the surface properties of
cells, and the mode of action of carcinogenic chemicals-
are largely disregarded by the Russian authors. References
a dozen years old are termed 'recent' in this fast-
moving field even though the book was published in
Leningrad as late as I96I. Modern views on cancer and
the latest developments in cancer research are not
adequately described.
On the clinical side, the approach is rather simple and

might serve for students and perhaps for practitioners in
a society whose medical services are developing, but for
Western medical men the treatment is too unsophisticated
to be of great value.
The book has been fairly well translated, is very

expensive, and can really only be recommended for the
insight it gives into the views and attitudes of our
Soviet colleagues on one of the more important problems
of medical science today.

Clinical Physiology
Edited by E. J. M. Campbell, C. J. Dickinson and
J. D. H. Slater. 2nd Edition. Pp. xiii + 605,
illustrated. Oxford: Blackwell. i963. 57s. 6d.

A second edition of this popular book has now
appeared. There has been detailed revision with preser-
vation of the basic design of each chapter. There are
two new chapters; one on energy sources and utilization
incorporates the previous section on the regulation of
blood sugar and an entirely new section on the nervous
system in the control of movement has been written by
Dr. A. J. Buller. The value of the book has been increased
by these changes and by the carewithwhich new material
has been added to all sections; it is surprising how much
'physiology' has contributed to clinical medicine in the
three years since the first edition.

Modern Concepts of the Pathogenesis of Coronary
Atherosclerosis

A. WHITLEY BRANWOOD. Pp. Vii + I44, illustrated.
Edinburgh & London: E. & S. Livingstone. I963.
30s.

In this small book the author sets out 'to bring to-
gether certain important aspects of the many factorf
concerned in the pathogenesis of atherosclerosis'. The
most valuable sections are however those which deal
with the author's present field, which is the behaviour of
the arterial intima in tissue culture. Many of the other
chapters are extremely short, which gives the book
a fragmentary pattern, and the author has tended to
accept rather uncritically some of the work which he
quotes. He lays great stress on the difference between
'hard' and 'soft' arterial plaques, and goes on to suggest
that this difference might have significant implications
in the treatment of patients with arterial disease. Other
workers however, feel that there is no real evidence as
yet that the differences indicate two distinct types of
plaque, for they could be the two extreme forms of a
continuous spectrum of plaque characteristics.
Unhappily the book is full of errors; first, in simple

spelling (anticoagulent; coaguability; polyethmoid fatty
acids); second, in the references (Virchow's collected
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studies are said to have appeared in I956, and there are
four mistakes in the German title of this single work),
and third, and most irritating, the text and references
do not always agree (there are differences in dates and
names, and some references do not appear at all). These
are all minor points, but as they are indicative of careless
compilation and proof reading they undermine one's
confidence in the book. The book is well illustrated,
many of the photomicrographs being in colour, but
several of the figures are duplicated.

This book will be of interest to those working on
arterial disease, but one feels that the author should
either have expanded his review chapters and made
them more critical, or compressed them into a coherent
whole and made the main body of his work relate to his
own personal field of vessel wall tissue culture.

Some Aspects of Internal Irradiation
Edited by T. F. Dougherty and others. Proceedings
of a Symposium held in Heber, Utah, in 196i.
Pp. xiii + 529, illustrated. Oxford, London, New
York, Paris: Pergamon Press. I963. /5.

In the preface, Thomas F. Dougherty, one of the
Editors, points out that there are few reviews concerning
pathological changes induced by internal irradiation, and
the aim of this Symposium was to bring those with
interest in this field together.
As might be expected from so many distinguished

contributors, the standard of the individual papers was
very high. When published in a single volume, together
with details of the subsequent discussion which took
place, the result is a most valuable book. This should
not only be of interest to Radiologists, Medical Physicists
and Radiotherapists, but to cancer research workers,
Pathologists and many general Physicians.
The book is well indexed and in my opinion should be

available as a standard book of reference in every relevant
department.

Tumur Viruses of Murine Origin-Ciba Foundation
Symposium

Edited by G. E. W. Wolstenholme and M. O'Con-
nor. Pp. xiii + 44I, with 72 illustrations. London:
J. & A. Churchill. I962. 6os.

This symposium, consisting of seventeen papers
contributed and discussed by leading researchers in the
field of murine tumour viruses, was held in Perugia,
Italy in June I96I. It served to bring up to date and to
concentrate a vast amount of knowledge in this
rapidly advancing field.
W. Bernard and Nicole Granboulan describe the

electron microscopic morphology of oncogenic and non-
oncogenic murine viruses.
Three papers are devoted to the mouse mammary

tumour agent of Bittner. More than one-third of the
symposium deals with leukemogenesis in the mouse.
Ludwik Gross, who in I95I demonstrated that spon-
taneous murine leukemia could be transmitted by cell-
free extracts to newborn mice of a low-leukemic strain,
reviews the origin, biological and pathogenic properties
of the Gross 'passage A' virus. In AKR mice, according
to D. Metcalf, an abnormoral adrenal-thymic homeo-
static regulation results in an increased level of prolif-
erative activity in the thymic cortex, thus resulting in a
favourable environment for the proliferation of the
Gross virus. J. F. A. P. Miller, however, after experi-
ments involving thymectomized mice, suggests that the
thymus provides the necessary environment wherein the
lymphocytes in virus-infected hosts can be transformed
to fully autonomic leukemic cells. Miller's theory is
based on the fact that mice thymectomized at birth do
not develop leukemia although the virus is present in

the tissues of the animal. Such an animal, if given a
thymus graft from a susceptible newborn animal will
develop leukemia in the graft.

Other papers cover the polyoma virus. The discussions
following each paper, as well as the general discussion
at the end of the symposium, are both stimulating and
informative, and add immeasurably to the value of this
volume.

Fluid and Electrolytes in Practice
HARRY STADLAND, M.D. Third edition. Pp. xvi +
239. London: Pitman Medical. Philadelphia:
J. B. Lippincott. I963. 63S.

This book is aimed to 'facilitate the practical application
of disorders of fluid and electrolyte metabolism for the
student and practising physician'. In this it is largely
successful, for this notoriously difficult subject is
presented here in a relatively simple and straightforward
manner. The type is large and clear, there are frequent
subheadings and the absence of references in the text
all help to make it an easily readable book. There is a
good index and a useful, mainly American, bibliography
at the end, but the original source of controversial state-
ments is not always evident, so that the book may not
be so useful for the more knowledgeable.
The first part is concerned with general principles and

application to surgery, the second half being restricted
to a few special situations, including a valuable chapter
on peediatric fluid balance. There is some discordance
in presentation in this respect, for several other subjects
could have been usefully included in the second part,
such as a chapter on respiratory failure and another on
corticosteroids, and pituitary and adrenal disorders
receive rather scant and scattered attention.
Although there are several views with which one does

not agree, the subject matter is mainly accurate, orthodox
and up to date. For instance, it is agreeable to find that
the routine prophylactic administration of potassium
is recommended for all patients, with normal renal
function, having prolonged intravenous therapy. The
chapter on surgical management gives a clear account
of the physiological response to trauma or operation
and sound practical advice. However, it might have
been more helpful if there had been further discussion
on the too frequent post-operative electrolyte complica-
tions which lead to so much confusion and difficulty in
practice, even though these usually originate from lack
of knowledge of the fundamental principles already
outlined.
The book can be strongly recommended to under-

and postgraduates because of the clear presentation
of important principles, but it is doubtful whether it
will be so helpful to the practising physician as the
preface would suggest.

Medical Embryology; Human Development-
Normal and Abnormal

J. LANGMAN. PP. 335, illustrated. London:
Bailliere, Tindall & Cox. I963. 70s.

The author of this book, who is the Professor of
Anatomy at McGill University, Montreal, has set out
to produce a concise textbook of embryology for the
medical student. One must immediately say that the
attempt has been successful. Considerable attention is
paid to clinical features of importance and a chapter has
been devoted to the atiology of congenital defects.
Throughout the text particular emphasis is placed on
human development. The book is most pleasantly
produced and the text is easy to read. A particular word
of praise must go to the illustrations; these are extremely
clear, of high artistic merit and add considerably to the
value and beauty of the book.
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