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been held that the word " conviction " does
not include the finding of a jury that a person
arraigned was unfit to plead (Rex v. Larkins
6 Cr. App. R. I94), nor does a finding that
he was insane at the time of the act (Felstead
v. R. io Cr. App. .R. 29). Moreover there
is no appeal against a finding that a prisoner
is fit to plead (Rex v. Jefferson, I Cr. App.
R. 95).

It sometimes happens that a prisoner who
showed no indication of mental disorder at
the time of the crime does so later, but re-
covers before his trial. In this case the
trial proceeds in the usual way, and the
medical man under whose care the accused
was during the attack may be called upon
by the defence in mitigation of sentence.
If in such a case the prisoner has not re-
covered before trial and is fit to plead, the
medical witness may be called to connect, if
possible, the crime with the present attack
of mental disorder.

I have already stated that a verdict is re-
corded that a defective is insane on arraign-
ment if the jury find he is unfit to plead.
High-grade defectives may be fit to plead,
and there is no verdict "guilty but mentally
defective" corresponding to the verdict
"guilty but insane." The question of the
mental defect of a prisoner-apart from the
arraignment-is not one for the jury to
decide. The chairman or recorder at quarter
sessions, and the judge at assize, may call for
medical evidence in support of mental de-
ficiency after the jury have found the accused
guilty. And if the offence is punishable by
penal servitude or imprisonment deal with
the case under Section 8 of the Mental
Deficiency Act of 1913, sending the prisoner
to an institution for defectives willing to
receive him (as may be done by courts of
summary jurisdiction, see ante), provided
that the court shall remit to a court of sum-

mary jurisdiction for the place where the
person is committed for trial the determina-
tion of his place of residence. (Section 44,
Mental Deficiency Act, I913.)

It is important to remember that if a de-

fective is fit to plead and knows the nature
and quality of his act, he should still be
reported to the court as a case of mental
deficiency, for the diagnosis of mental defect
is irrespective of legal responsibility. And
in undefended cases of mental disease the
witness should inform the clerk of the court
of the condition of the defendant, whether
it falls within the restrictions of the legal
definition of insanity or not.

EDITORIAL NEWS.
THE recent course of M.R.C.P. lectures
which were held at the Medical Society
proved very successful, and the Fellowship
have been asked to arrange another course
in the autumn. This is being done and in
addition to the lectures the course will in-
clude facilities for attendance at certain
hospitals in order to see cases, and there will
be demonstrations of morbid specimens.
The following have promised to lecture

at the course: Sir William Willcox, Dr.
Langdon Brown, Dr. McNee, Dr. Hurst,
Dr. Knyvett Gordon, Dr. Kinnier Wilson,
Dr. Bernard Myers, Dr. de Wesselow, Dr.
Parsons-Smith, Dr. L. S.T. Burrell.
The lectures will be held in the evening

from October 15 to December 6, and it is
hoped that those who wish to attend will
make early application to the Secretary of
the Fellowship ot Medicine.

M.R.C.P. SPECIAL COURSE.

October 15 to Decemiber 6, I929.
The following lectures will be delivered

at 8.30 p.m. at the Medical Society, ii,
Chandos Street, Cavendish Square, W i,
unless otherwise indicated:-

* Tuesday, October 15.-Dr. B. T. Parsons-
Smith, '"The Symptoms and Signs of
Myocardial Failure."

Friday, October i8.-Dr. B. T. Parsons-
Smith, "The Treatment of Heart Disease."
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Tuesday, October 22.-Dr. L. S. T. Burrell,
" Itrathoracic Tumours."

Friday, October 25.-Dr. L. S. T. Burr-ell,
"Bronchiectasis, Abscess of Lung and
Empyema."

Tuesday, October 29.-Dr. A. F. Hurst,
"Recent Work on Disorders of the
Stomach."

Friday, November i.-Dr. J. W. McNee,
D.S.O., "Recent Views on Diseases of the
Liver and Biliary Tract."
Tuesday, November 5.-Dr. J. V. McNee,

D.S.O., "The Structure and Functions of
the Spleen in Relation to its Diseases."

Friday, November 8.-Dr. O. L. V. de
Wesselow, Nephritis and (Edema."

Tuesday, November 2.-Dr. O. L. V. de
Wesselow, "Diabetes and Insulin."

Friday, November 15.-Dr. Bernard
Myers, C.M.G., "Purpura and its Treat-
mlent."

Tuesday, November I9.-Dr. W. Langdon
Brown, "Recent Advances in Endocrino-
logy."

Friday, November 22.-Sir William Will-
cox, K.C.I.E., C.B., C.M.G., "Some Points
in Connection with the Toxic Effects of
Lead, Arsenic, Morphine, Cocaine, &c."
Tuesday, November 26.-Dr. Kinnier

Wilson, "Encephalitis : Varieties; Relation
to Fevers and Exanthems."

Friday, November 29.-Dr. Kinnier
Wilson, "Disorders of Movement; Classifi-
cations; Pathogenesis."
Tuesday, December 3.-Dr. Kinnier

Wilson, " Fits: Varieties; Pathogenesis;
Relation to Narcolepsy, Catalepsy, Syncope,
&c."

Friday, December 6, at o1, Bedford Square,
IV.C.I, Dr. Knyvett Gordon, "Diagnosis
of Bacterial Infection," illustrated by the
Epidiascope, followed by a laboratory
demonstration.

Fee f6 6s. for the whole course or
los. 6d. per lecture.

POST-GRADUATE NEWS.

OWING to vacation three courses only will
be held during August, and a few remarks
concerning each may be of help to our
readers. From July 29 to August 24 the
staff at the All Saints' Hospital will provide a
course in genito-urinary diseases, consisting
of clinical and cystoscopic demonstrations.
Fee £2 I2s. (d. From August 12 to
August 24 the staff of the Queen's Hospital
for Children will undertake a course. This
hospital specializes in teaching by demon-
stration of cases rather than by lectures.
The Wards and Out-patient Departments
will be open continuously throughout the
course. Fee £3 3s. Lunch and tea are
kindly provided by the hospital authorities
without charge.

Attention is directed to the facilities
afforded for post-graduate instruction under
the General Course scheme of the Fellow-
ship of Medicine at the associated hospitals.
Although many of the members of the
honorary staffs are on vacation, in most, or
in all cases, deputies are appointed to take
their place, and it is thus possible for
visitors to London to see something of the
valuable clinical work that is being carried
on. intending visitors should therefore
either write or call at the office of the
Fellowship of Medicine for current paiticu-
lars of this General Course, for which tickets,
ranging from one week upwards to one year
(£2 2s. to £21) are issued, enabling the
holder to make out his own time-table to
suit his requirements.
For the September special courses we

would ask our readers to refer to the blotter
at the end of the journal. We would also
draw their special attention to the fact that
the following additional special courses
have been arranged for 1929. From
September 30 to October 4 the Prince of
Wales's Hospital, in conjunction with the
North Middlesex Hospital, will provide a
course devoted to gastro-enterology. The

copyright.
 on M

ay 17, 2023 by guest. P
rotected by

http://pm
j.bm

j.com
/

P
ostgrad M

ed J: first published as 10.1136/pgm
j.4.47.198 on 1 A

ugust 1929. D
ow

nloaded from
 

http://pmj.bmj.com/

