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The Davidson Award
Dr. Maurice Davidson has generously endowed

an award of £ioo, to be made by the Council of
the Fellowship of Postgraduate Medicine every
year, to assist a postgraduate to pursue a course
of clinical study approved by the Council. The
first award will be made early in I964 and the
conditions will be announced in this Journal and
elsewhere in the medical Press.

Dr. Davidson, who celebrates his 8oth birth-
day on August 30, 1963, was elected president of
the Fellowship after the death of Sir Gordon
Gordon-Taylor in I960. He was chairman of the
committee, and of the newly-formed executive
council that replaced it under the new constitution,
until his resignation from that office early this
year.

Manners Makyth Man
Sir George Pickering, addressing the annual

conference of the British Medical Association at
Oxford, regretted the present trend towards
choosing future members of the profession purely
by exinination results, rather than by an assess-
ment of character. Sir George said: 'One of the
major endemic diseases in our society is that
disorder that thirsts for examinations. Examina-
tions are a rash or morbid eruption on the body of
democracy'. (British Medical Journal, July 20,
p. 135.) Whereupon The Times published a letter
from a correspondent pointing out that examina-
tions should not be underrated as tests of charac-
ter: the amount of sheer personal organization

and hard work needed to bring about a successful
outcome should not be disregarded.
Almost at the same time, a new type of question

appeared in the London Membership examination:
90 questions, in fact, to be answered in 90 minutes,
a device possibly adopted to defeat certain types of
'cramming'. What seems to be needed urgently is
more research into examinations themselves. The
few surveys, official and others, that have been
made of the results have been extremely dis-
concerting.

Communication Between Doctors, Nurses
and Patients

Sir George Pickering's remarks almost coin-
cided with the publication, by H.M.S.O., of this
paper, with the sub-title 'An Aspect of Human
Relations in the Hospital Service'. This has
already been criticized, perhaps unfairly, as banal,
but it does draw attention to a large number of
common failings even if the suggested remedies
are not very impressive. It even hints that more
needs to be known about patients and their
reactions to treatment-another subject for opera-
tional research! But essentially this is a plea for
more thoughtfulness on the part of everyone the
patient meets in the course of the diagnosis and
treatment of his illness-for good manners in fact.
Some of the things that occur even in the best-run
institutions would make William of Wykeham
turn in his grave, and it is a very salutary thing
that after 15 years of the Health Service all these
reminders of our priorities should appear.

London August I963
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