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on Tissue Transplantation, held in I96I, brings to-
gether important papers from laboratories throughout
the world working on tissue transplantation. The
collection here is extremely stimulating, and the work
presented marks considerable advances in knowledge
of the basic phenomena of tissue transplantation.
The first four papers deal with the tissue transplanta-

tion antigens, and it is of interest that all groups now
agree that much of the antigenicity of homologous tissue
resides in the lipoprotein moiety of a cell, probably
closely related to cell membrane. Although quite
different experimental models were used, most of the
workers agree on the general chemical nature of the
antigenic material. This marks a considerable step
forward even though the definitive physico-chemical
linkages that determine antigenicity are still unknown.

Billingham and Silvers report further on their
experience with hampster cheek pouches. They have
strong evidence to suggest that the behaviour of pouch
skin grafts depends on properties of its connective
tissue, which appears to prevent or impede the escape
of transplantation antigens. There are papers on the
immunological relationship of the mother and foetus,
on transplantation tolerance and age, and the anti-
genicity of tumours.
There are five excellent papers on the graft-versus-

host reaction. Perhaps the most interesting is 'a very
beautifully planned experiment by Voisin and Kinsky,
in which they have investigated the rather neglected
observation that in situations where a graft-versus-host
reaction should be quite possible there is sometimes no
evidence of runting. They appear to have demon-
strated that this inhibition of runting is due to cir-
culating enhancing antibodies produced by the grafted
immunologically competent cells that spare the host
tissue from cellular homograft damage. Hildemann and
his colleagues have evidence that small lymphocytes
can initiate the graft-versus-host reaction in mice. This
would reinforce Gowan's work on this subject.

Batchelor and Silverman report their results of further
studies on interactions of humoral and sessile anti-
bodies, and it appears that by changing the experimental
model and the relationship of humoral antibodies and
tissue antigen, these antibodies may enhance the growth
of the tissue, help in its destruction or have no effect!
There is a paper by Miller, summarising his experience

on the role of the thymus, and it is of great interest that
the thymus was an organ whose function was completely
mysterious until the recent demonstration of its vital
role in the development of the immune processes in
early post-natal life.

This volume therefore presents current research and
thinking in this important field. It will be mainly of
use to people working on problems of tissue trans-
plantation. There is obviously no attempt in a work of
this nature to provide the early experimental background
of the subject, but the book can be fully recommended
to anybody who wants an up-to-date account of the
various ways in which research is progressing.
The editing is excellent, and the recorded discussions

of the papers are particularly stimulating. The questions
that are asked are far reaching, and the criticism aggres-
sive, without the usual padding of mutual congratulation.

An Introduction to Comparative Pathology
A consideration of some reactions of human and
animal tissues to injurious agents. G. A. GRESHAM
and A. R. JENNINGS. PP. xi + 412, illustrated.
London and New York: Academic Press. I962.
84s.

It is unfortunate that medical men pass through a
long period of training in pathology without obtaining a

glimpse of the wealth of fascinating material available
for study among the lower animals. The resulting
ignorance is regrettable on several scores which can be
briefly summarised as deprivation of worth-while
knowledge. Comparative pathology widens the horizon
of the medical practitioner. The G.P. becomes more
aware of the importance of animal vectors of disease, the
experimental pathologist learns of the law of the lack of
uniformity of nature, the medical student is encouraged
to continue in those flexible ways of thought instilled
by his preclinical teachers. In fact the study of com-
parative pathology is the perfect antidote to complacency.
The present work is a very successful attempt to

present the essentials of mammalian and avian morbid
anatomy, with man receiving special consideration
(we must remember that to the veterinarian man is
just another species, with another range of diseases and
reactions). This non-anthropocentric view is what has
made this book so worth-while and has provided a fresh
approach to a well worth subject. The amount of
well digested facts effortlessly presented is remarkable,
and the authors, obviously enthusiasts, have the gift
of clear exposition. The I2 chapters are self-contained
essays, cross-referenced as required, and can be read
and comprehended individually, a feature likely to be
of considerable value to one seeking a brief authoritative
account of a special field, for example on endocrine
dysfunction, ageing, fungal diseases, and so on. It is
the perfect companion volume to Payling Wright's
textbook. There is absolutely no padding, no pious
references to Rokitanksy, Virchow and Cohnheim and
no evasions. Where a field is well worked out, as, for
example, in the case of protozoa and helminths, an
attractive narrative is provided but, on these same
topics present ignorance is also outlined and speculation
is restrained.

There is an occasional loose, ambiguous or debatable
statement, none of crucial importance to the grand
design of the work, and likely to be corrected in succeed-
ing editions, for this book deserves to be widely read.

Local Analgesia
C. JOLLY. Pp. Vii + 112, illustrated. London:
H. K. LEWIS. I962. 15s.

This book may help those who wish to become more
familiar with local analgesia, mainly as a source of ref-
erence to several of the classical contributions alleady
made on the subject; but it is unlikely to be of great
value to the anaesthetist who is asked to carry out the
occasional block. The relatively few diagrams are of poor
quality, somewhat inaccurate and labelled in an uncon-
ventional type script, and the descriptions of certain of
the techniques are too brief.
Though there is a good deal of common sense in parts

of the text, it is interspersed by such statements as 'if
overdosage is avoided lignocaine is a safe drug' and
'needles that have bent or fish hook tips should be dis-
carded or sent to be re-sharpened'.
The use of a cocaine sensitivity test is open to ques-

tion, and the practice of measuring a conscious patient's
blood pressure at one minute intervals is hardly con-
clusive to his peace of mind.

In general the reviewer feels that this book does not
fully bridge the gap between the Oxford monographs
and the large comprehensive American tomes.

Outline of Orthop2edics
J. C. ADAMS, M.D., F.R.C.S. Fourth edition. Pp.
vii + 448, illustrated. Edinburgh and London:
E. &,S. Livingstone. I96I. 35s.

The fact that the fourth edition of this book has
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